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Notes From The Editor

After successfully handling the first wave of
COVID-19 pandemic, Nepal’s case proved to be a
good model. However, the second wave that followed
the easing of transport restriction and lockdown has
created havoc all over the country, particularly in ma-
jor cities, capital Kathmandu, Biratnagar, Pokhara, Bir-
gunj and Butwal. After the announcement of the end-
ing of the lockdown, the number of coronavirus cases
tripled in Kathmandu Valley. The number of death has
also increased to about 100. Given this scenario, the
government has decided to postpone the opening of
international and domestic flights until September 1,
2020. Similarly, long route bus services have also been
delayed. Although the government has not announced
a new nationwide lockdown, measures have already
been put in place to restrict mobility. The permission
to enter into Kathmandu Valley has been stopped and
international border with India continues to be shut
down. As the country has been facing health and eco-
nomic crises, we have taken up to look into these is-
sues. However, as Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA)
is celebrating its 35" Anniversary in four years since
the appointment of Kul Man Ghising as Managing Di-
rector, we have decided to cover the electricity supply
situation as our main story. In four years, MD Ghising
took Nepal from darkness to light and established NEA
as a profit-making utility. We discuss the achievement
and progress of NEA from its mundane state to digi-
talization. Along with this, we have also covered other
regular issues and columns.

uf ot

Keshab Poudel
Editor
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POLITICS

Shaky Prime Minister

With no immediate signs of the internal feud within ruling party being resolved, the coun-
try will suffer further due to the division

By A CORRESPONDENT

ill Prime Minister K.P. Sharma
Oli agree to resign either as the
chairperson or prime minister?

Given the current mood, there are no such
chances. Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister for Defense Ishwor Pokharel, in his
recent interview to The Rising Nepal, re-
jected the demand outright.

“What chairman Pushpa Kamal
Dahal Prachanda and some other senior
leaders are doing is very disgraceful. If
there are intra-party disputes, then they can
be resolved internally through dialogue. If
there has been some shortcoming then they
should be corrected. But it is very depress-
ing to see how some senior party leaders
have been publicly attacking the govern-
ment and the Prime Minister. This is not
good for the party unity and the move-
ments led by the party, Nepali society and
the whole nation,” said Pokharel.

DPM Pokhrel has indicated the
stand of Prime Minister Oli. Although
Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli and Co-
chair Pushpa Kamal Dahal held talks on
August 13 at Prime Minister’s residence
Baluwatar, no one budged from his stand
to end the stalemate.

“If the government has some
shortcoming then it should have been
asked to correct it. But they are demanding
that PM Oli should resign from both posts.
Those who are now asking the PMs’s resig-
nation have no moral ground to make such
a demand. The demand is morally, legally
and politically shameful,” said Pokharel.

No matter how cordial and pos-
itive talks both the leaders held, core dis-
putes among the two factions are yet to be
resolved. With no sign of any compromise
from Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli in
power sharing, co-chair Prachanda can do
a little.

At a time when various factions
within the party are making efforts to find a
compromise, Chief Minister of province 5
Shankar Prasad Pokharel and Former Min-
ister Janardan Sharma accompanied the
leaders in the talks.

P M
Oli and Dahal
have held nu-
merous  rounds
of meetings to
sort out the dif-
ferences between
the warring fac-
tions in the rul-
ing party, albeit
not reaching a
consensus, yet.

Dahal,
along with other
senior  leaders,
has repeated-
ly asked Oli to
quit either of the
two posts that he
holds — prime minister or party chair. PM
Oli, on the other hand, has been refusing to
agree to the dissenting faction’s demands.

As long as Prime Minister Oli
and Co-chair Prachanda continue to stand
on their demand, it is unlikely to end the
current political deadlock.

Agreeing for talks is a signifi-
cant step in the context of long deadlock.
However, they are yet to come to an agree-
ment. For PM Oli, it is not easy to agree
on the demand of his rival to quit from one
position. Similarly, Prachanda does not go
beyond the present offer.

Party general secretary Bishnu
Poudel said that the meeting between the
two chairmen ended positively, and the
meeting would continue. He said that he
was hopeful that the differences surfaced
in the party would be resolved.

Likewise, Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli’s press advisor Surya Thapa
said that it was positive that the leaders
held a meeting a after a long gap. “Hope,
the next meeting will reach a conclusion,”
he added.

Chairman Prachanda reached
the Prime Minister’s official residence in
Baluwatar to meet PM Oli, he added. Sap-
kota said, “The meeting has made a signif-

icant headway and this is a positive devel-
opment to bridge the differences between
the two chairmen. Both the chairmen have
become ready to end the intra-party feud in
the upcoming meeting.”

Bishnu Poudel, General Secre-
tary of the party, and Standing Committee
members Shanker Pokharel and Janardan
Sharma ‘Pravakar’ were also present in the
meeting, Prime Minister Oli’s media coor-
dinator Ram Sharan Bajgain said.

Personal Secretariat of the chair-
men informed that though the leaders were
close to consensus, no concrete agreement
was reached.

The meeting was held a day after
PM Oli in a television interview had said
that the ongoing intra-party feud would be
settled down within five days. The party
leaders are also hopeful of an agreement
between the two sides within the next few
days.

The NCP’s Standing Commit-
tee meeting was first called for June 24 to
resolve the ongoing intra-party rift but it
was deferred for the seventh time. For the
compromise, there is the need to give up
political stand taken by both the factions.
Whether they agree or disagree, the current
political stalemate has badly shaken the
government.
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NEWSNOTES

JICA Nepal Hands Over COVID-19 Relief

JICA Nepal handed over COVID-19 response relief
items to Chautara Sangachowkgadhi Municipality and Helambu
Rural Municipality in Sindhu-
palchowk and Palungtar Munic-
ipality and Barpak Sulikot Rural
Municipality in Gorkha, four
of the pilot local governments
supported under its Technical
Cooperation Project (TCP) “The
. Project on Participatory Rural
Recovery” (PPRR).

Chief Representative
of JICA Nepal Ms. Yumiko Asakuma handed over emergency
relief materials, such as food (rice, lentils, cooking oil), PPE (per-
sonal protection equipment), gloves, masks and sanitizers, VIM
(Viral transport medium, for swabs) and bedding sets (mattresses,
pillows, and bed sheets etc.) to mayors and representatives of mu-
nicipalities during the first and second week of August.

Currently, Palungtar Municipality and Barpak Sulikot
Rural Municipality are operating 4 quarantine facilities respec-
tively, catering to between 40 - 70 people in isolation at any point
in time. Chautara Municipality has 2 facilities and Helambu Rural
Municipality has one, with about 50 people accommodated.

Pakistan Celebrates Independence Day

On the occasion of the 74th Independence Day of Pa-
kistan, a simple and graceful flag hoisting ceremony was held at
Embassy of Pakistan today.

In the ceremony, Pakistan’s ambassador to Nepal,
Mazhar Javed, hoisted the flag. Embassy Officials, senior mem-
bers of Nepal-Pakistan Friendship and Cultural Association (NP-
FCA) and media representatives were present.

A message of the Foreign Minister of Nepal Pradeep
Kumar Gyawali on the occasion of Pakistan Independence Day
was screened. The Foreign Minister expressed his felicitations to
the people of Pakistan and appreciated the friendly cordial rela-
tions between the two countries.

Embassy Of India In Kathmandu Celebrates 74™
Independence Day

The Embassy of India celebrated 74th Independence
Day of India at Embassy premises today. Ambassador of India to
Nepal Vinay Mohan Kwatra hoisted the flag at Embassy of India

Premises.
The event was attended
If' by Embassy officials and was live

; streamed also for Indians living in
Nepal, Friends of India in Nepal and
Media.

Addressing the program,
Ambassador of India to Nepal
Kwatra expressed warm greetings
to all with Aatma Nirbhar Bharat.

COAS Thapa Confers Insignia Of Major General To Bigyan
Dev Pandey
Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) General Purna Chan-
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dra Thapa has conferred insignia of the rank of Major General to
newly promoted Brigadier General Bigyan Dev Pandey, who was
promoted to rank of Major Gener-

al through a Council of Minister’s ~
decision of August 10, amid a spe-
cial ceremony organized at Army
Headquarters, Bhadrakali.

Major General Pandey
is posted as a head of Northern
Western Areas Command. During
the ceremony, high ranking mil-
itary personnel were also present.

India Provides 10 Ventilators To Nepal Army

Indian Army has provided 10 ventilators to Nepali
Army in order to support its efforts to fight against the prevail-
ing COVID-19 pandemic. Ambassador of India to Nepal Vinay
Mohan Kwatra presented the ventilators to Chief of Army Staff
(CoAS) Purna Chandra Thapa, who is also Honorary General of
Indian Army, amid a ceremony held at Nepali Army Headquar-
ters.

According to a press release issued by the Embassy of
India, these ventilators are designed for a broad range of appli-
cations to include advanced invasive or non-invasive respiratory
support.

They can be used
in support of secondary
care in hospitals with ICU, &
tertiary multispecialty hos-
pitals and dedicated ICUs.
Further, due to their com-
pact nature, they are porta-
ble and handy in transpor-
tation of patients requiring
intensive care.

“The Indian [
army has a long record of
extending support to the Nepali Army as a first responder for hu-
manitarian assistance and relief. The gifting of ventilators is part
of this continued humanitarian cooperation between the two Ar-
mies.

During the handing over, Ambassador Kwatra reaf-
firmed India’s commitment to provide all necessary help to the
people of Nepal in prevailing over the pandemic.

Buddha Was Born In Nepal: Indian External Affairs Ministry

India has once again officially reiterated that Gautam
Buddha was born in Nepal. In a press conference at the External
Affairs Ministry in India, the official spokesperson said that there
is no dispute about the fact that Buddha was born in Nepal.

The official spokesperson was responding to a media
query on External Affairs Minister’s remarks at the CII event on
08 August, 2020.

“EAM’s remarks yesterday at the CII event referred to
our shared Buddhist heritage. There is no doubt that Gautam Bud-
dha was born in Lumbini, which is in Nepal,” said spokesperson
of External Affairs Ministry.



WEFP Distributes Food Donated By US

Take home rations from the United States have support-
ed nutrition and learning for children amid COVID-19.

Fortified rice, lentils and vegetable oil, totaling to near-
ly 1,500 MT, donated by the United States have been distributed
by the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and the
Government of Nepal to school children (from Grade1-8) in rural
areas who are missing out on nutritious school lunches they used
to receive in Sudur Paschim and Karnali provinces.

The closure of schools is putting the future of millions
of children around the world at risk, affecting not only their ability
to learn but also their access to nutritious food and health-support
schemes.

Since March, 2.4 mil-
lion children in Nepal have been
missing out on the nutritious
lunches they used to receive at
school — the only proper meals
many of them could count on.
The donation from the United
States will support 150,000 of
the most vulnerable households
in the area.

Rajib Upadhya’s Book Cabals And Cartels Released

At a time when COVID-19 is shaking the very process
of economic development of Nepal and putting the achievements
made during the last three decades in peril, the publication of a
book, Cabals and Cartels, by journalist Rajib Upadhya is highly
significant for readers seeking a broader context.

An observer of the five-decade-long development pro-
cess, not only through the lens of the World Bank but also by
virtue of be-
ing raised in
a family of
Nepal’s leg-
4@ endary schol-
. ar, diplomat
and bureau-
crat late De-
vendra  Raj
Upadhya, Ra-
jib  Upadhya
has watched the ebb and flow of Nepal’s political economy from
up close.

When Upadhya joined The World Bank Nepal Office,
the country was in the middle of a crisis following the debacle
of Arun III and the World Bank was in transition in Nepal. From
Maoist insurgency to Nepal’s new political transition, Upadhya’s
period in the World Bank was the most turbulent.

The words expressed by former finance minister and
civil society leader Dr. Devendra Raj Pandey about Cabals and
Cartels speak volumes about its worth.

“This absorbing tale of Nepal’s trials and tribulations
in a challenging period is remarkable both for the depth of anal-
ysis and the breadth of its coverage. Focused on the country’s
dysfunctional transitional politics in relation to development and
international aid, the book crafts a lucid story that reaches into

NEWSNOTES

critical aspects of Nepal’s political economy to highlight a ‘dark
underbelly’ that continues to upset the hopes and promises of
post-conflict transition,” writes Dr. Pandey, the author of some
very important books on Nepal’s development, who is closely
watching the country’s transformation

Not only Pandey, Shantayanan Devarajan, Professor,
Practice of International Development George Town University
and Former Chief Economist of World Bank’s South Asian Re-
gion, has also recommended the book for readers of Nepal’s de-
velopment process.

Major General Hamal Takes Charge In UNDOF

UNDOF formally welcomed Major General Ishwar
Hamal as its new Head of Mission
and Force Commander On July
27.

Major General Hamal
attended the Handover Takeover
Ceremony between the Incom-
ing Head of Mission & Force
Commander. Major General Ha-
mal and Acting Head of Mission
Amedeo Micelli was conducted
in Camp Faouar, UNDOF HQ. He
had arrived in the mission on 10
July 2020 and stayed in quarantine
for 14 days.

The Head of Mission Handover Takeover Ceremony
was witnessed with a guard of Honor to the HoM/FC with peace
keepers from Nepalese Mechanized Company (NMC), IND-
CON, Uruguayan Mechanized Infantry Company (UMIC) and
Force Reserve Company (FRC).

Mahinda Rajapaksa Sworn In As Sri Lanka’s PM

Former Sri Lankan president Mahinda Rajapaksa has
been sworn in as the country’s prime minister for the fourth time
after his party secured a landslide victory in parliamentary elec-
tions that cemented his family’s hold on power.

Mabhinda took oath before his younger brother, Presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa, at a prominent Buddhist temple on the
outskirts of the capital Colombo.

Mahinda served as the island nation’s president from
2005 to 2015 and is highly popular among the ethnic majority
Sinhalese for ending the country’s 25-year civil war with Tamil
rebels in 2009.

He was first elected prime minister in 2004 and again
appointed for brief periods in 2018 and 2019. Sri Lanka People’s
Front, the party led by the
Rajapaksa brothers, won
145 seats in the 225-mem-
ber parliament in the recent
election.

Its main oppo-
nent, the SJB, obtained 54
seats. A party representing
ethnic minority Tamils won
10 seats, and 16 others were
split among 12 small parties.
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BUSINESS BRIEF

NIBL Bags Award Of Recognition From IFC

Nepal
Investment Bank
Limited (NIBL),
| one of the larg-
est private sector
banks in Nepal,
bagged an “Award
of Recognition”
from Internation-
al Financial Cor-
poration  (IFC),
a member of
the World Bank
Group, for “2019
Best Partner in Low Income IDA Countries, South Asia”,
for maximum volume of trade finance from Nepal under
Global Trade Finance Program (GTFP).

IFC partnered with Nepal Investment Bank to pro-
mote Trade Finance in Nepal to enable the bank to enhance
its support for local enterprises and help boost international
trade opportunities. IFC’s Trade Finance support enabled
the country’s corporate and small and medium enterprise
sector to increase their share of global trade and get rec-
ognized by a wider range of correspondent banks globally.
The network facilitates transactions in challenging markets,
promotes competitive financing, and builds correspondent
bank relationships with new institutions at low risk.

International Development Association (IDA),
involved in ending extreme poverty and boosting shared
prosperity, is critical for South Asia, world’s fastest grow-
ing region, to deliver sustained and inclusive growth, hu-
man capital development and resilience.

NIBL has been catering to its customers from 82
branches, 124 ATMs, 17 extension counters, 10 revenue
collection counters and 56 branchless banking counters.
The bank, being the recipient of five Financial Times Bank
of the Year awards for exemplary service and business, was
accredited with Euromoney awards for “Best Bank 2018”
from the international publication - Euromoney. Further,
ICRA Nepal (International Credit Rating Agency- Nepal)
has given the bank a credit rating of “A”.

— . .. Nirvan
: : ~ Chaudhary
& = Hands Over
1 8 Ventilators

Chaudhary Foundation, a welfare trust under
Chaudhary Group, has handed over 8 ventilators to Minis-
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try of Health and Population (MoHP) in view of the grow-
ing number of serious COVID-19 cases.

Vice President of Chaudhary Foundation Nir-
van Chaudhary handed over the ventilators to Minister for
Health and Population Bhanubhakta Dhakal at the premise
of the Ministry. With the increase in the number of seri-
ous COVID-19 cases, the government hospitals have been
facing scarcity of ventilators. The Ministry will distribute
ventilators to Province 1, 2, Bagmati and Province 5.

After receiving the ventilators, Minister Dhakal
thanked the foundation for its generous support to Nepal
government to fight against COVID-19. Minister Dhakal
said this will help the country at this crucial juncture to save
the human life.

Vice President of the Foundation and Managing
Director of Chaudhary Group Nirvan Chaudhary said that
ventilators are provided to help government to treat COV-
ID-19 patients. He said that the foundation has been pro-
viding support to the government in difficult situations and
disasters in the country and is ready to provide additional
support.

Earlier, the foundations had already donated var-
ious medical equipment under its three-stage support pro-
gram. It has provided much needed PPE, N-95 Mask and
other health related materials to 48 hospitals and health care
centers in the country. It supplied medicines in first, second
and third phases.

Under its fourth phase program, the foundation
has handed over two ventilators each to four provinces.

FNCCI Forms Committee To Resolve Disputes

The Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FNCCI) has formed a committee to
resolve the organisation’s annual general meeting (AGM)
and election disputes.

A virtual meeting of FNCCI has decided to form
a six-member panel to study and finalize the organization’s
AGM and election which have been delayed since months
owing to the unfavorable circumstances created by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The committee comprises industrialists DB Bas-
net, Arun Raj Sumargi, Binod Dhakal, Sunil Gopal Shrest-
ha, Bharat Acharya and Ranjeet Acharya.

As per FNCCI, the committee will recommend
the federation with an effective AGM and election modality
amid the current COVID-19 crisis.

The committee has been given 15 days to recom-
mend FNCCI with effective election and AGM modality.

As per FNCCI sources, the committee has also
been asked to propose dates for the AGM and election.

“Holding the AGM and election is inevitable.
However, FNCCI has not been able to hold the AGM
since long owing to the coronavirus crisis,” said an FNCCI
source, adding that the federation will take necessary deci-
sion on the AGM and election based on the recommenda-



tion of the committee.

FNCCI, the
largest private sector
representing body in
the country, had ini-
tially planned to hold
its 54th AGM on April
10 and 11. However,
the outbreak of the
COVID-19 pandemic halted this plan and FNCCI post-
poned the AGM plan indefinitely.

NIBL ACE CAPITAL

Managing shares. Managing investments.

NIBL Ace Capital Named Share Registrar Of Soaltee Ho-
tel

NIBL Ace Capital Limited has been appointed as
the share registrar of Soaltee Hotel Limited.

The Share Registrar Service Agreement made be-
tween the two companies on Shrawan 26, 2077 covers the
matter.

In investing terms, a registrar is an institution, of-
ten a bank or trust company, responsible for keeping re-
cords of bondholders and shareholders after an issuer offers
securities to the public.

Soaltee Hotel had its own department to carry out
the operations of a share registrar previously.

Himalaya Airlines Donates Supplies Against COVID-19

Himalaya Airlines donated a portable ventilator
and other medical items to AMDA Hospital, Damak, Jhapa
and a PCR machine to Covid-19 Control Management Cen-
tre (CCMC), Gulmi.

As part of its CSR commitment to support the
Government of Nepal’s ongoing efforts to contain the
spread of COVID-19, Himalaya Airlines donated a PCR
(NAE-32, ICTOB-16) machine and other essential medical
supplies.

According to a press release issued by the Airlines,
the support included 51200 disposable medical masks, 606

medical face shields,
{ 575 medical goggles,
40 medical infrared
thermometers, 35
pairs of protective
boots and 5000 pairs
of disposable gloves
to Covid-19 Control
Management Centre
(CCMC) Gulmi.

The dona-
tion was handed over
jointly by Minister for Foreign Affairs, Pradeep Kumar
Gyawali and Vijay Shrestha, Vice President - Himalaya
Airlines, in Gulmi in the premises of CCMC to the Mayor
of Resunga Municipality Dilli Raj Bhusal.

BUSINESS BRIEF

Speaking on the occasion, Minister for Foreign
Affairs Kumar Gyawali said, “any amount of medical sup-
plies is not enough at this time of crisis, we are thankful
to Himalaya Airlines for their abiding support at the time
when the nation along with the whole world is going
through the difficult phase. These critical supplies are very
timely. Their use will help protect our health workers who
are at the frontlines working tirelessly to prevent the spread
of COVID-19.”

Vice President Vijay Shrestha expressed, “Hima-
laya Airlines is proud to continue its support with the Gov-
ernment of Nepal in its efforts to contain COVID-19. In this
difficult period, it is our civic duty to support the Govern-
ment. The donated PPE supplies reiterate Himalaya’s long-
term commitment to serve beyond the call of our duty and
help the nation in every possible way.”

Continuing the donation support, on July 24,2020,
President of Himalaya Airlines, Zhou Enyong, handed over
a portable ventilator along with500 RDT Kits, 100 PPE
sets, 500 N-95 masks, 2000 pairs of surgical masks, 5000
pairs of disposable gloves and 5 infrared thermometers to
AMDA Hospital, Damak, Jhapa. Indra Bhandari, Principal
Private Secretary of Prime Minister, thanked Himalaya Air-
lines, while receiving the donated PPE materials on behalf
of the hospital.

Speaking during the handover, President Zhou
Enyong remarked, “Our consistent commitment and busi-
ness value is first of all, to serve and make contribution to
the country and society.

Hyatt Awarded Traveler’s Choice Award 2020

Hyatt Regency Kathmandu has been awarded with
‘Traveler’s Choice Award 2020’ by TripAdvisor, world’s
largest travel platform.

TripAdvisor.com, as part of its ongoing efforts to
support the recovery of the tourism and hospitality indus-
try, announced the winner during its 18th annual Traveler’s
Choice Award. The award is based on quality and quantity
of millions of reviews, opinions and ratings collected on its
webportal in 2019, prior to the pandemic.

Rajesh Ramdas, General Manager of Hyatt Re-
gency Kathmandu said, “On behalf of the management
and colleagues, I am proud and honored that, our hotel, has
been recognized with this prestigious award.”

“Although the year has been a challenging one for
the tourism industry overall due to the ongoing pandemic,
we promise to continue to deliver the best to our guests.”

Hyatt Regency Kathmandu’s 280 rooms and
suites located in Bouddha, where one can enjoy views of
Boudhanath Stupa or the hotel’s gardens and the surround-
ing mountain ranges.

Hyatt Hotels Corporation, headquartered in Chi-
cago, is a leading global hospitality company offering 21
premier brands over more than 30 countries across the con-
tinents.
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VIEWPOINT

Lockdown And Economies

Months have passed since the Corona outbreak in
China, which has now taken a pandemic shape, taking
numerous human lives and inflicting serious injuries
on the global economy. Alarmed by the spread of vi- 1
rus, many countries hurriedly announcedlockdown, =
bringing national economies to a grinding halt. This
complete stoppage did not produce intended results
in terms of significantly reducing the virus spread and it was
realized over time that it would simply be not possible to con-
tinue with this kind of halt- a breeder of hunger, starvation
and poverty. Decision makers across nations were, therefore,
left with no choice but to gradually ease restrictions. With the
opening of workplaces\markets, some economic activities
have commenced and Covid-19 has also spread its coverage
both in terms of number of people infected and deaths there-
from. Countries like the United States, Bra-
zil and India are experiencing alarming sit-
uation but have not yet decided to announce

BY: DR. TILAK RAWAL

road, probably unaware of the harm that the lockdown
was doing to the economy. In the meanwhile, experts,
., mostlyfrom the medical field, feel that the lifting de-
cision was taken without proper consultations as the
Covid-19 threat is still high and in absence of precau-
tionary measures, our country could see a massive
surge in virus, burdening the already fragile and ex-
hausted health care systm.People do not want to argue against
this opinion of experts as well as the widely held view that Ne-
pal government failed to make use of the 4-month lockdown
period, which delivered a crippling blow to our economy.
Countries have suffered unprecedented loss in eco-
nomic output on account of Covid-19. EU has suffered deepest
contraction on record. While Spain suffers the highest drop
in gdp (18.5 percent) amongst EU countries, German econ-
omy is reported to be
on deepest decline on

complete lockdown of the past, which was
strongly resisted by people. Those driving
the nations must have realized that across
the board declaration of policies and at-
tempts at forcible execution of such an-
nouncements often turn out to be counter-
productive. Many countries, therefore, are
adopting a pragmatic approach of easing
restriction in some areas and reposing them
in some places depending on the spread of
virus. Leaders do not look prepared to im-
pose complete lockdown even in the face of

Governments in federal Ne-
pal should take a pause to look back to
learn from the past mistakes and move
forward to secure an ultimate win, mak-
ing earnest efforts to minimize losses on
both fronts- human lives and livelihood.
Such efforts launched to minimize loss-
es on two fronts are not at all mutually
exclusive and thus can be pushed simul-
taneously. Loss of human lives has to be
minimized and collapse of our fragile
economy prevented, make no mistake.

record. UK economy is
reported to have been
hit by worst contrac-
tion (20.4 percent) in 41
years. With major econ-
omies, including the US,
suffering contraction in
output, global economy
is likely to shrink by 6
percent in 2020. In the
midst of these disheart-
ening estimates, gov-
ernments, however, are

glaring reality that virus spread has moved
much faster after the lifting\easing of re-
strictions. Even India, where the discase has
assumed an alarming proportion of late, does not seem to be
ready for a nation-wide lockdown that was tried before. It is
now clear that countries are worried and doing their best to
save human lives and at the same time those at the helm of
affairs are keen to make sure that their decisions do not lead to
a drastic cut in livelihoods. A delicate balance between saving
human lives and livelihood has to be struck.

Following footsteps of other Corona-threatened
countries, Nepal imposed country-wide lockdown on March
24,2077 at a time when it had seen only 2 Corona cases. The
120-days lockdown was lifted after mid-July with some re-
strictions in place. Expert opinions abound against both im-
position of lockdown and its lifting. Some opine that the lock-
down decision was a premature one taken in haste, which was
also not utilized in making necessary arrangements related to
medicine, quarantine facilities and testing. It seems the author-
ities took pride in the fact that not even a rat was seen on the
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trying their best to arrest

accelerating  deteriora-

tion in their economies
through launching of various schemes such as financial stimu-
lus packages. Almost all major economies, including some in
Asia, have launched schemes worth billions of dollars. Gov-
ernments are seen offering business loans and retaining jobs to
help economies.EU organized an in- person Covid-19 budget
summit in July, which after many days of wrangling approved
a recovery plan (consisting of loans and grants) in the tune of
850 billion dollars. Democrats and republicans in the US are
finding it difficult to converge on one more stimulus package
to help the ailing economy. China has succeeded in resurrect-
ing domestic demand by harping on a strategy of investing on
infrastructure projects, which was alsosuccessfully tried dur-
ing 2008\2009 recession. China appears to have eradicated the
disease within its territory but economic downturns in other
major markets have hurt Chinese exports. It may be noted that
China’s astounding growth for four decades was basically on
account of exports. India is also striving to get the economy



moving even while struggling to contain the virus that has
assumed alarming proportion in a relatively short period of
time. While many countries seem to be on the verge of pro-
ducing a cure (vaccine), Russia has pleasantly surprised all of
us by declaring on August 20, 2020 that it hasbecome the first
country in the world to produce Covid-19 vaccine available
for use. Indeed, it is a beautiful piece of information at a time
whenworld leaders are worried about the historical contraction
taking place in their economies. Hope the concerned in Ne-
pal are not completely unaware of the recent Corona-related
positive development and the anxiety caused by the economic
downturn.

Economy of Nepal has not been doing well since
long with skyrocketing trade deficit and economic growth
largely depending upon adequacy or otherwise of rain from the
sky. This year we have been getting rains from the sky, which
has led to an increase in paddy area by 3.24 percent, compared
to the acreage under it last year. However, unavailabilityof fer-
tilizers, floods, landslides and inundation of cropped land may
make it difficult to achieve the expected paddy output of 6.5
million tons this year. On the industrial\business front, citing
the negative impact on industries of 120- days’ lockdown, Ne-
pal Rastra Bank (NRB) states that all industries and businesses
will collapse if the lockdown of this kind is re-imposed in the
country. The survey conducted by NRB states that 96.7 per-
cent of the industries\businesses reported an average decline
of 73.8 percent in production\turnover compared to the nor-
mal period, which was also adequately manifested by sharp
decline (83.9 percent) in electricity consumption. Most of the
industries\businesses that were forced into closure will need
about 9 months to recover. We are lucky that we still have a
relatively sound foreign exchange reserve to cover goods im-
port for 13.3 months and goods and services import for 11.7
months. Further, our balance
of payment has remained pos-
itive and the current account
deficit has also decreased.

Annual budget of
Nepal government has made
some regular provisions re-
lated to tax cuts and subsidies
but has remained way short
of the expectation of peo-
ple facing a major crisis. It is also equally doubtful whether
whatever little has been stated in the budget document will be
actualized. Many feel that a down sized budget with drastical-
ly reduced capital expenditure is definitely not what people
expected at a time when governments elsewhere are doing so
much to keep their economies moving. Listening to some ob-
servations of our finance minister, one can easily conclude that
nothing substantial can be expected of the government dur-
ing this period of crisis. One can simply pray that the current
budget with reduced outlay does not face major hurdles in its
execution. Some solace, however, can be drawn from the mon-
etary policy of NRB, which has tried to rescue our economy
by making public a bit expansionary policy. It has made efforts
to enhance the quantum and coverage of refinance as well as
reduce the cost of capital. NRB appears set to facilitate injec-

Hope the concerned in
Nepal are not completely unaware
of the recent Corona-related pos-
itive development and the anxiety
caused by the economic downturn.

VIEWPOINT

tion of adequate liquidity into the market at a cheap rate. If
the cheap capital to be made available is productively used, it
will help arrest the decline in growth without fueling inflation,
which runs the risk of hitting double digit mark soon basically
on account of supply shocks\constraints. During this difficult
period,NRB has also made provision for issuance of agricul-
ture bond by Agricultural Development Bank and energy bond
by banks experienced in energy financing,to ensure adequacy
of funds in these areas. It is also gratifying to note that banks
currently enjoy a liquidity surplus of more thanRs. 200 bil-
lion, which they have to disburse soon at reduced lending rates
following simplified lending procedures because it would be
simply unwise to sit on mounds of cost-bearing excess loana-
ble funds for long. Hope what has been promised in the NRB
annual document is actualized unlike what happens with gov-
ernment budgets each year. Only successful implementation
of what is put in black and white can get the economy mov-
ing, which is facing theonslaught of Covid-19 likely to remain
through 2021.

It isvery disappointing that the concerned agencies
have fallen far below the expectation of common people in
terms of preparations even when they had plenty of time to do
so. The government has failed in its resolve of arranging inten-
sive care beds at 6 different hospitals located in the Valley. It
is reported that half of what was allocated was used on equip-
ment purchase and the remaining half got frozen. Equally dis-
appointing is the performance regarding installation of isola-
tion beds, which is clearly shown by the fact that people who
test positive for Covid-19 are now asked to isolate themselves
at home. Likewise, handwashing stations that were installed
across the city are now without water. A huge amount is said to
have been spent to fight the disease but results are nowhere to
be seen, which has left many of us perplexed. Many of us are
also tempted to conclude that the initial pe-
riod (120-days) of complete lockdown was
a colossal waste of the precious time during
which meaningful homework could have
been done to combat Corona. The only thing
done during the period was to further injure
the already unhealthy economy.This said,
let us not forget that many countries have
made mistakes while trying to contain the
virus. Countries are facing and fighting new
increases after easing restrictions, fully confident that a com-
plete lockdown is not the solution because the disease is not
likely to disappear soon and governments can ill afford to shut
economies for a long time. As already stated, our experience
in fighting the disease has been very unsatisfactory and people
are seeing government\s resorting to different location-specific
measures to contain the virus. Governments in federal Nepal
should take a pause to look back to learn from the past mis-
takes and move forward to secure an ultimate win, making ear-
nest efforts to minimize losses on both fronts- human lives and
livelihood. Such efforts launched to minimize losses on two
fronts are not at all mutually exclusive and thus can be pushed
simultaneously. Loss of human lives has to be minimized and

collapse of our fragile economy prevented, make no mistake.
(Dr. Rawal is a former governor of NRB)
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Towards A Thaw?

Chilled by the proclamation of new map by Nepal, Nepal-India relations seem to be moving for
restoration. The telephone conversations between the two prime ministers and the proposed first

formal meeting between the two countries is likely to thaw the ice

By A CORRESPONDENT

elations between Nepal and
India are nurtured and en-
iched by the noble ideals,

values and principles that are com-
mon to our cultural heritage. People
as inheritors of these valued tradi-
tions provide continuity infusing
timelessness in our relationship,”
said late King Birendra in his formal
speech in January 1999 in India in
reply to a speech in a banquet.

The personal whims, likes
or dislikes do have no impacts on
relations between Nepal and India,
which share common civilization,
culture, religions and values. As
King late Birendra said values and

traditions provide continuity.

After the unilateral publica-
tion of new Nepal’s map by Nepal
incorporating the territory Kalapani
and Limpuiyadhura, Nepal-India
official relations reached to lowest
level. Prime Minister K.P. Sharma
Oli’s undiplomatic statements and
his individual remarks India’s core
religious matter have further wors-
ened the state to state relations.

In one whim, PM Oli had
made every effort to destroy the rela-
tions. Suddenly, Prime Minister Oli’s
tone has changed and he called Indi-
an Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
greet on the occasion of India’s 74"
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Independent Day on August 15.

Prime Minister Oli has
greeted the Government and People
of India on the and conveyed con-
gratulations for India’s recent elec-
tion as a non-permanent member of
the UN Security Council.

Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi reciprocated to PM Oli
in their 11 minutes telephone conver-
sation. The leaders expressed mutual

_.i. i A

solidarity in the context of the efforts
being made to minimize the impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic in both
countries. Indian Prime Minister of-
fered India’s continued support to
Nepal in this regard.



Prime Minister thanked the
PM Oli for his telephone call and
recalled the civilization and cultural
links that India and Nepal share.

PM Oli recalled his earlier
conversation with Prime Minister
Modi on 10 April 2020 and appreci-
ated Prime Minister Modi’s renewed
priority to neighborhood as spelt out
in today’s Independence Day ad-
dress. The Prime Minister of Nepal
looked forward to meaningful bilat-
eral cooperation.

The two Prime Ministers
exchanged views on the latest ef-
forts in the fight against COVID-19
and agreed to work together in this
area. While underlining the need for
early development of anti-COVID
vaccine, PM Oli expressed the hope
that scientists around the
world, including in India,
would be able to develop it
that will contribute to con-
trol and prevent the disease
from spreading further.

The two Prime
Ministers agreed to contin-
ue discussions on bilateral
matters in the future. Al-
though he is unpredictable,
Oli’s call helps to thaw in
the relations.

Along with telephone con-
versations, Nepal and India are
meeting on August 18 to discuss de-
velopment issues which are directly
related to the life and prosperity of
Nepalese people.

The meeting is likely to
take place via videoconference in
view of the Covid-19 pandemic. The
meeting will take place in Kathman-
du where Nepal’s Foreign Secretary
Shankar Das Bairagi will lead a team
of officials while the Indian side will
be led by Ambassador Vinay Mohan
Kwatra.

India is building roads in
the Terai region, helping Nepal in
its post-earthquake reconstruction
work, building railway lines, a po-

lice training academy, a polytechnic
college, an oil pipeline and border
check posts. The government has
allocated Rs 800 core in this year’s
budget for projects in Nepal.

The meeting — of the joint
oversight mechanism to review pro-
jects established in 2016, and which
last met in July 2019 — assumes sig-
nificance since Indian and Nepalese
officials have not met to discuss the
Kalapani border dispute due to the
pandemic.

The boundary dispute be-
tween India and Nepal came to the
fore last November when India pub-
lished its new map following the
bifurcation of Jammu and Kashmir
into two Union Territories and the
end of its special status under Article

370.

Kathmandu had proposed
talks to discuss the boundary issue. It
was tentatively scheduled for March,
but had to be put off due to the Cov-
id-19 outbreak. Nepal suggested a
videoconference, and then claimed
that New Delhi was dragging its feet
on the proposal.

India’s inauguration this
May of a new road from Dharchula
to Lipulekh on the Mansarovar Yatra
route angered Oli government which
came out with a new map of Nepal,
adding to it an area of 370 sq km at
the tri-junction of Nepal, India and
China (Tibet) which India maintains
is its territory.

A Constitution amendment
Bill was passed by Nepal’s parlia-

NATIONAL

ment to legitimize the alteration or
addition of Kalapani, Lipulekh and
Limpiyadhura to the country’s new
map.

The passage of the Bill
and the new map led to breakdown
of communication between the two
countries. The last meeting between
Ambassador Kwatra and Nepal’s
Foreign minister Pradeep Gyawa-
li took place on May 11, when the
Nepalese side had protested the new
road via Lipulekh. India though has
been sending medical supplies to
Nepal, including 10 ventilators.

With telephone conver-
sation, the next meeting is the first
opportunity for top officials from
both sides to meet and discuss In-
dian government-funded projects in
Nepal. Although it is just
a routine meeting, it will
bring the officials of both
the countries in the table.

“I don’t think

there will be any major
breakthrough now. How-
ever, Prime Minister Oli’s
initiative to call Prime
Minister Modi was a good
initiative,” said renowned
Indian scholar professor
S.D. Muni.
India has maintained that it
is willing to hold talks with Nepal
on the boundary dispute if the Oli
government creates a “conducive at-
mosphere” and “positive situation”.
Although it was a routine meeting, it
will help to open line of communica-
tion between the two countries.

“The extensive interaction
and contacts that exist between our
countries at the people-to-people
level have helped to foster deeper
understanding and appreciation of
each other’s aspirations. In other
words, securely founded, the bonds
that tie our two peoples are barely
touched by the vicissitudes of na-
tions go through over time,” to quote
former King late Birendra.
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DEV SHUMSHER RANA

Against Slavery

Under an order of Dev Shumsher Rana, his queen Krishna Kumari Devi was the first to
start abolition of slavery in Nepal

By KESHAB POUDEL

ne does not have to rule for
Oa long period of time if he
or she desires to bring re-
form and change in the country’s
overall system. Although Dev
Shumsher Rana was the Prime
Minister just for 114 days, he took
major reforms which have had
very long lasting impacts in the
history of contempo-
rary Rana period.
Not only
launching the first
Nepali  newspaper
Gorkhapatra, Prime
Minister Dev Shum-
sher was the first
ruler to formally is-
sue proclamation to
abolish slavery.

Although
Prime Minister
Chandra Shumsh-

er Rana is credited
with the abolition of
slavery from Nepal,
the new documents

compiled in National o

Archive showed that
the official process
for the abolition of slavery started
much earlier.

Prime Minister Chandra
Shumsher orchestrated conspiracy
to overthrow Dev Shumsher for
his liberal and reformist program.
However, Chandra followed his
brother’s foot step later. Although

Chandra turned down all reformist
steps taken by Dev Shumsher, who
was said to be thinking to declare
proclamation like Magnacarta.
in early days, Chandra Shumsher
was compelled to recognize the re-
forms in later parts of his rule.
Undoubtedly, Prime Min-
ister Chandra Shumsher’s proc-

lamation of 1982 BS officially
declared the abolition of slavery.
However, Prime Minister Dev
Shumsher’s contribution was also
immense.

On the occasion of his
coronation, queen Krishna Kumari
Rana issued a proclamation on be-
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half of Prime Minister Dev Shum-
sher Rana. In this proclamation,
Prime Minister said he signed the
proclamation to renounce slaves
on the ground that the idea of his
queen is a good work.

In his proclamation, he
said appropriate amount will be
paid to owners of the slave. Under

this proclamation 767 slaves in-
cluding 286 male and 486 female
were released.

In his proclamation,
Prime Minister Dev also request-
ed King, Queen, his own brothers,
high ranking civilian authorities
and military generals to support



his queen Krishna Kumari’s step
to liberate slaves. Accepting the
proclamation order of Prime Min-
ister Dev, King and Queen also
liberated 28 female slaves.

Under this proclamation,
8 slaves under his senior queen
late Karma Kumari were also re-
leased. Similarly, queen Krishna
Kumari liberated 12 male and 5
female slaves.

His other two queens Lax-
mi Kumari and Ganesh Kumari
also liberated their slaves. Rana
Prime Minister Dev Shumsher
Rana ruled for a very short period
of time or just over three months.
But, the historical documents have
shown that he had initiated many
reforms including social and polit-
ical.

Rana Prime Minister Dev
Shumsher’s tenure started from 5
March 1901 and ended on 26 June
1901 for just 114 days. These days
looked historically very significant
and important in the history Rana
Rule. Educated with good com-
mand in English, he was a prime

about the contributions made by
Dev to end slavery in the country,”
told Former Governor Himalaya
Shumsher Rana to New Spotlight.
Great grandson of Prime Minister
Dev, Hamalaya Shumsher, who is
now 93, said that he was a reform-
ist and liberal prime minister by
actions and deeds.”

However, it was Prime

Minister Chandra Shumsher Rana
who officially declared abolition
of slavery and made slavery ille-
. gal as well.
HIMALAYA SHUMSHER RANA The first French scholar
Silva Levy in his book Le Nepal
minister with wide knowledge of also described Rana as a laurite
international affairs. In his tenure,
he also mulled the idea of British
system of parliamentary forms of
government.

Although King Prithivi

and scholar having knowledge on
French language.

Although generally per-
ceived as despotic and conserv-

Narayan Shah took the first initia- ative, he is credited with several

tive to abolish slavery from Nepal, reforms including the aboh'tlo.n

he died without making any dec- ©f slavery and the Nepal-Britain

laration. Issuing the first procla- Treaty of 1923, which recognized

mation to abolish slavery, Prime Nepal as an independent nation
Minister Dev and an ally of Britain.
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OPINION

Re-engineering Nepali Engineers’
Civil Society

Although modern engineering is an intrinsic part
of the development enterprise, Nepali engineers as
a collective have been surprisingly absent in the
country’s development discourse in recent years.

said that was very good, that I had a great future
as a rich man. He then asked me which big hydro
project I was with. I told him I was not with any
project but was working in planning and studies.

One cannot imagine good development happen- py.pipak gyawars Slightly disappointed, he said, “Oh, so they have

ing without good engineering — covering the entire
sub-disciplinary spectrum from nano materials andheavier
civil construction to agriculture and chemical engineering.
However, it should be noted that bad engineering has con-
tributed significantly to mal-development that ranges from
poor planning to shoddy construction and shady dealings
with corrupt politicians, civil servants and contractors.

The reputation of engineers in Nepal, if one went
by the FM news this morning as this article was being
written of CIAA focusing on corruption by engineers, is
tainted. At one end,they are seen as the vanguards of cor-
ruption and at the other end of societal envy for that very
reason! One just has to be present as a senior citizen at
any match-making deal within the larger family circle and
one can hear fulsome praise of the prospective bridegroom
as an engineer with good financial future ahead of him.
My own experience with this misplaced value distortion
within Nepali society goes back over three decades ago
when I was a government engineer within the Ministry
of Water Resources. Having put in my few years of field-
work building electricity distribution lines within Kath-
mandu Valley and in Dandeldhura, I had opted to shift to
more academic pursuit working with Canadian experts
who were supporting the newly formed Water and Energy
Commission. My father was then running a law firm from
our PatanDhoka premises and I used to come back from
work and sit among the younger lawyers and waiting cli-
ents to exchange news and view of the day.

One day there was this venerable-looking old
gentleman client who was waiting for his appointment.
When others introduced me to him as the big lawyer’s
son, he asked me if I was a lawyer too. I said, no, [ am a
water resources engineer; and he lighted up beaming and

NEW SPOTLIGHT | Aug 21.2020 | 16

not given you any work yet, hunh?”

Changing societal mis-perceptions about engi-
neering in society, upholding values of high engineering
standards and being the watch-dogs checking impropriety
within the profession both in the private and government
sectors is the job of professional engineering societies.
During the Panchayat period, there was only one Nepal
Engineers’ Association (NEA) and at the very start of my
career, just before the National Referendum had been an-
nounced by King Birendra, I had the good fortune to be
elected its executive member. Our Chair was the veter-
an engineer Indra Ratna Sthapit and he encouraged me to
take up the editorship of its bulletin NEA News. Besides
reporting on issues of engineering concern, we took up a
task then new to Nepal — interviewing oldies in the field
still alive to glean from them not just past history of our
profession but also to learn of their struggles and success-
es. The idea was that it was up to the profession to not only
to respect and keep alive the memory of the pioneers in
our field but also to pass on their ideals and values to the
younger members of the profession. Among those whose
profiles and interviews we published were Surya Jung
Thapa who built New Road after the 1934 earthquake,
Pushpa Bhakta Malla Nepal’s first mining engineer, and
Kul Ratna Tuladhar who was Nepal’s first chief engineer
of its Public Works Department. The period around the
National Referendum was indeed, to my mind, the golden
period of social engagement by Nepali engineers.

Sadly, that exuberance in upholding profession-
al dignity is absent today, not only in NEA but several
other more specialized engineering associations that sub-
sequently sprang up as NEA’s social relevance and its
standing as a strong ethical voice declined. The rot started



shortly after the restoration of multiparty democracy in
1990 when even professional societies such as those of
doctors and lawyers together with engineers, fractured
along partisan lines. Elections for office holders became
rather bitter events that saw national level party leaders
shamelessly campaigning for their panels. And once elect-
ed, the office bearers did little to further medical, legal
or engineering concerns but merely functioned as loyal
party cadres hoping for plum rewards from their political
masters. Indeed, the only activism one sees coming out
of them is following political party in-
structions to release statements or to

OPINION
Keshari Pokhrel (former roads department chief engineer
and member of Panchayat parliament) and his colleagues
did raise their voice and argued that it makes much more
sense to go for a railway track instead.The Arun-3 cam-
paign was a milestone in professional activism because
it was engineers themselves who went public with what
was wrong with the project. In India’s Ganga plains, it
is engineers like DK Mishra who chose activism against
bad flood control projects which has exposed the true cost
of bad engineering that has mired Bihar in rural poverty.
In the medical sector
in Nepal, one indi-

hold placards in party street rallies as
members of PAPAD, a political alli-

vidual Dr Govinda
KC has succeeded

ance of professional bodies allegedly
furthering peace and democracy (but
not more specific professional con-
cerns).

One would be hard pressed

Sadly, that exuberance
in upholding professional dignity
is absent today, not only in NEA
but several other more special-
ized engineering associations that
subsequently sprang up as NEA’s

in arousing the con-
science of the na-
tion where the Nepal
Medical Association
has failed.

to find NEA, the country’s premier en-
gineering association with thousands
of members, discussing controversies
surrounding Nepal’s large engineer-
ing projects. One heard nothing from
it about Arun-3; nor has it spoken
about the fast-track road connection to
the Tarai. (One would have expected a society of profes-
sional engineers to ask and explain to the public at large
what is “fast” about a fast-track project: which engineer-
ing aspect actually works faster than normal and whether
it is merely a gimmick to award contracts bypassing nor-
mal checks and balances and thus fostering corruption?)
It was silent when the Tanakpur hydro project agreement
with India raged, nor did it speak up during the subse-
quent Mahakali treaty that even saw the breakup of the
UML party. Neither has one heard anything from it on the
questionable Nijgadh airport project (especially now that
tourism as practiced over the last decades will not see any
upturn for years, leaving even our Tribhuban airport under
capacity), or the US MCC 400kV transmission line and
road expansion project, or the massive environmental de-
struction brough about by badly gouged out hill sides by
haphazard “bulldozer terrorism” road building. In short, it
has stayed party loyal and social consciousness dead; and
this makes this life member of NEA very sad. Democracy
is not about partisan loyalty: it is about constantly ques-
tioning those in power.

It is not that engineers as individuals or small
collectives have not raised their voices; and it does not
mean that everyone should agree on everything. When the
fast-track road controversy was going on, the late Birendra

social relevance and its standing All
as a strong ethical voice declined.

engi-
neers will not easi-
ly come to a single
consensus  because

complex, intertwined

economic, social and
environmental issues rarely see unanimous agreement an-
ywhere in the world. But an open public debate would
help lay out the hidden disbenefits, clarify the costs of de-
cisions, and allow those holding public office to figure out
what appropriate amelioration packages can be cobbled
up to address mainly issues of equity and justice.

It was therefore a pleasant surprise when I got a
call from the new Chair of the Society of Electrical Engi-
neers (SEEN) that it was holding a zoom debate on how
to promote hydro electricity consumption in Nepal on 18%
July. As a life member of SEEN, I had been as upset with
SEEN as with NEA for its silence on matters of profes-
sional and public interests. Whether Nepal should develop
its hydro power for export or for giving Nepali commerce
and industry a strategic edge has become a matter of pub-
lic policy debate; and it was good of SEEN to come out
of its comatose vegetative state and engage publicly. One
just hopes NEA as well as other engineering associations
such as that of mechanical engineers (SOMEN), of public
health engineers (SOPHEN), of architects (SONA) and
other will follow suit and emerge into active public life.
That burden is now on the shoulders of the younger gen-
eration of Nepali engineers, much as it was on that of this
writer’s generation four decades ago.
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NEPAL-CHINA RELATIONS

65 Years Of Celebrations

Celebrating 65 years of the establishment of diplomatic relations, Nepalese and Chinese leaders
have stressed the need to maintain cordial relations

By A CORRESONDENT

en Nepal and China established
their diplomatic relation sixty-five
years ago, there was cold war. How-

ever, China and India had cordial relations.
Communist China was isolated from the west.

For Nepal, establishment of rela-
tions was a highly significant event in the con-
text of Nepal’s wish to diversify bilateral rela-
tions. Following India, U.S, France and Great
Britain, China was the fifth country to establish
diplomatic relations with Nepal.

After sixty five years, global order
has changed. China has emerged as the second
largest economic power in the world. China has
border clashes with India and following COV-
ID-19 escalation, its relations with the United
States and west is deteriorating.

Given such a situation, celebrating
65 years of establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions has its importance. From monarchy, Ne-
pal has turned into a federal republic and secu-
lar state with diplomatic relations with over 190
countries.

What has not changed is Nepal’s
geography, history, culture and its neighbors,
Nepal’s limitations of choosing the friends.
Despite rapidly eroding its culture and religion
with the rise of radical communists in power,
Nepal cannot completely change its limitation.

Given the change in global order
and situation, leaders of both the countries
exchanged the message highlighting the im-
portance of the relations between the two coun-
tries.

Exchanging Message

President Bidya Devi Bhandari
exchanged congratulatory messages with her
Chinese counterpart President Xi Jinping, on
the 65th anniversary of the establishment of
their countries’ diplomatic ties.

President Bhandari has sent a con-
gratulatory message to President of China Xi
Jinping. While extending the warmest con-
gratulations to the Chinese President and the
Government and people of China, President
Bhandari has stated that strong bond of friend-
ship between the two countries will be further

strengthened in the days ahead.

The President has recalled the his-
toric state visit of President Xi to Nepal in Oc-
tober last year during which Nepal and China
decided to elevate their relations to Strategic
Partnership of Cooperation Featuring Ev-
er-lasting Friendship for Development and
Prosperity.

President Bhandari has appreciated
Chinese cooperation to Nepal in its socio-eco-
nomic development and the assistance to fight

against COVID-19 pandemic through the sup-
port of essential medical supplies and sharing
of knowledge and experiences.

Separately, Prime Minister of Nepal
K P Sharma Oli has sent congratulatory mes-
sages to President of China Xi Jinping and Pre-
mier of the State Council of China Li Kegiang.

In the messages, Prime Minister Oli
has extended warm congratulations and best
wishes to the Chinese President and Premier
and through them to the Government and the
people of China on the happy occasion of the
65th anniversary of establishment of diplomat-
ic relations between the two countries.

Highlighting the deep-rooted cor-
dial friendship since ages, the Prime Minister
underlined that Nepal has consistently main-
tained One China Policy and China has always
respected Nepal’s sovereignty, territorial integ-
rity and political independence.

Recalling the historic state visit of
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the Chinese President to Nepal in October 2019
and his two official visits to China in 2016 and
2018, Prime Minister Oli has expressed com-
mitment to translate the consensus reached dur-
ing the visits into action.

He has also stated that the bilater-
al agreements concluded during these visits
on promoting infrastructure development and
connectivity, including the Transit Transport
Agreement and its Protocol and feasibility
study of Nepal-China Cross-border Railway
project are significant in enhancing
the bilateral cooperation.

While  appreciating
the Belt and Road initiative, the
Prime Minister has mentioned that
it will offer an important platform
to Nepal to pursue its development
agenda, including those compo-
nents falling under Trans-Himala-
yan Multi-dimensional Connectiv-
ity Network.

President of China
Xi Jinping in his congratulatory
message to President Bidya Devi
Bhandari has stated that the two
countries have respected and treated each other
as equals, strengthened political mutual trust
and deepened mutually beneficial cooperation
since the establishment of diplomatic relations
65 years ago.

On the same occasion, Minister for
Foreign Affairs Pradeep Kumar Gyawali has
sent congratulatory message to State Councilor
and Minister for Foreign Affairs of China Wang
Yi.

Appreciating the role of Chinese
Foreign Minister in strengthening the bilateral
relations, he has expressed the confidence that
bilateral relations between Nepal and China
will attain newer heights in the coming years.

Since the establishment of diplo-
matic relations between Nepal and China on 1
August 1955 during the period of King Mahen-
dra, the relations have not seen much difference
even in a period of communist government
with two thirds majority.



NEA
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Time Of Transformation

In the history of Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA), the last four years have been a period
of progress and achievement. The utility took the country from a state of darkness to light.
From being virtually bankrupt, NEA rose to become the highest profit-making public utility.
Although support and backing from all concerned was necessary for the progress, Manag-
ing Director Kul Man Ghising showed his individual capacity, commitment, dedication and
collaborative approach to work in a team and made this virtually impossible transformation
possible. With constant support and backing from his colleagues, MD Ghising, a man from a
remote Tamang village of Ramechhap district, showed hope taking root for a transformation

that did not seem possible earlier

By KESHAB POUDEL

ne Friday afternoon, this cool
Oman rushed to disputed are-

as of Udayapur to settle the
issues with people and start the con-
struction of a tower. Next evening, he
reached Gonger, the site of 456 MW
Upper Tamakosi Project.

Kul Man Ghising, Manag-
ing Director of Nepal Electricity Au-
thority (NEA), also spent his time at
the micro-level. Along with attending
the meeting at center on national lev-
el issues and performing his day to
day work, MD Ghising spared ade-

quate time to deal with the issues at
the site level.

As it is said, all the hard
work -- sacrifice, sleepless night
and struggle -- only pays off when
it meets the right action plan. This is
what one can see being used by MD
Ghising.

Had he not spent adequate
time at micro-level, the present pro-
gress would not be achieved. With a
strong dedication and commitment,
MD Ghising sacrificed his time tar-
geting the projects.

He even shortened the
mourning period of the death of his
father and attended the emergency
meeting in the first week of July when
floods badly affected some of the hy-
dropower plants. MD Ghising moved
immediately to the load dispatching
center to manage the shortfall of elec-
tricity caused by the disruption of the
power plants.

When Ghising was appoint-
ed managing director of NEA on 14
September 2016 by the government
of Nepal, the energy sector was in a
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dire situation.

It was a time when the
country had been passing through
an unceasing load shedding with 6
to 8 hours of power cut during the
rainy season and up to 14 hours of
outage in winter. At work for almost
two decades, Nepal’s prolonged load
shedding had badly affected econom-
ic growth as well.

As the country had been
facing chronic load shedding, Nepal
Electricity Authority was at the state
of financial bankruptcy. The net loss
till 2015/016 was Rs. 34.61 billion
which came down to Rs.8.89 billion
in that fiscal year.

As Nepal was facing awful
lot of darkness, with NEA, the sole
public entity of the energy sector, in
a virtual bankruptcy, the graph of the
loss was going up. Annual electricity
loss was 25.78 percent when about 63
percent of population was connected
to the national grid.

Even for a professional and
career person like MD Ghising, it
was a very hard time to choose the
areas of reform. Preparing a set of
action plan to change NEA and en-
ergy sector before his appointment,

Ghising was able to transform NEA
by making all efforts on supplying
continuous, reliable and affordable
power to its consumers.

“For the last four years, I
have devoted my whole effort to con-
vert the darkness into light, to make
the institution from a loss incurring
one to a profit venture, that is now a
strong, disciplined and respected in-
stitution,” said Ghising.

These plans required pro-
grams to increase the generation ca-
pacity, reduce technical loss, increase
the access of electricity, reduce the
unnecessary  expenditure, expand
transmission lines, improve and ex-
pand substation, administrative re-
form and ensure regular, dependable,
adequate and quality supply.

MD Ghising draws an ac-
tion plan carefully with step after step
in view. Just a few months after tak-
ing the charge, Ghising announced
ending the load shedding except for
the industrial sector.

Even in such a dire situ-
ation, NEA had supplied 20 hours
electricity to the industry except four
peak hours. This helped to increase
the productivity of the industries
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which were facing low productivity.
From second year, NEA announced
the end of load shedding in industrial
sector as well. This had direct impact
on Nepal’s annual Gross Domestic
Product. Following the end of load
shedding, GDP growth rose up to 7
percent with 2 percent contributions
from the ending of load shedding.
“During my first year tenure,
NEA was successful to make net Rs.
1.47 billion profits. After that NEA’s
net profit has increased. Second year,
the profit was raised to over Rs. 2.85
billion but in the third year the profit
was over Rs.7 billion. This year the
profit is projected to go over Rs.11
billion. Four years ago, NEA had to
knock the door of government. Now,
NEA is one of the most profitable and
economically strong public entities in
the country,” said MD Ghising.
From negative cumula-
tive loss, NEA has now cumulative
profit -- from Rs.34.61 billion to the
Rs.12.23 billion. This year it is pro-
jected to get Rs. 5 billion profit.
Following ending the load
shedding, NEA launched a campaign
with the target to reduce technical
and non-technical electrify loss. Im-



plementing proper planning, NEA
achieved a remarkable success to re-
duce the loss.

From 25.78 percent losses
four year ago, it is projected to decline
to 15.25 percent now. In the first year,
it declined to 22.9 percent followed
by 20.45 percent and 15.32 percent
last year. In the last four years peri-
od, total 11 percent loss came down.
His other mission was to increase the
access of electricity. “From merely
below 60 percent, 86 percent of peo-
ple have access to grid. If off-grid is
included, the access to electricity is
now 95 percent,” said
MD Ghising.

Incomplete
Projects

From  hy-
dropower projects to
transmission  lines,
there are numbers
of projects lying in-
complete from a long
time. Due to various
managerial, legal and
land issues and dis-
putes of local people,
almost over 80 per-
cent of transmission
line projects were in
disorder. This is also
the same with the
distribution and hy-
dropower projects.

Numbers of
incomplete  hydro-
power, transmission
and distribution pro-
jects have completed
during the period. Some of the pro-
jects are under the process of being
completed.

As the transmission lines,
substations and distribution systems
have been completed, the consump-
tion of electricity has increased in
the last four years. In the fiscal year
2015/16, 4,77,38,00000 units of elec-
tricity were consumed. In2016/17, the
consumption went to 5,55,73,00000
units followed by 6,33,8100000 units
in the last fiscal year. This year’s pro-

ject is 6,52,8700000 units. Currently,
per capita consumption of electricity
is 245 units per individual. It is 80
percent higher than what it used to be
four years ago.

During the period, NEA
has made major progress in the con-
struction of cross border transmis-
sion line. The completion of 132 kV
second circuit Kushaha-Kataiya and
Raxual-Parwanipur and 400/200 kV
substation was a major achievement.
With the completion of the substa-
tion, Dhalkebar-Muzaffarpur 400
kV transmission line is in the final

stage of charge. Similarly, the ca-
pacity of Tanakpur 220/132 kV’s 50
MVA Transformer increased to 100
MVA. Following the completion of
these works, capacity of Nepal-In-
dia power transmission reached 1500
MW with 1200 MW new capacity.
As Upper Tamakosi and other pro-
jects are in the process of completion,
Nepal will have surplus electricity in
the next year’s rainy season -- these
transmission lines will help us export
our surplus electricity.

COVERSTORY

Similarly, the 400 kV But-
wal-Gorakhpur Transmission line
is now at the implementable stage.
Similarly, the construction of 132 kV
Mainhiya Rupandehi and Sampti-
ya Utter Pradesh Transmission line
has already started. Likewise, In-
aruwa, Purnia and Lamai Bareli 400
kV Transmission line and 132 kV
Kohalpur-Nanpara (Utter Pradesh)
Transmission line feasibility study
has already completed.

Nepal Electricity Author-
ity and State Grid of China have
already signed a Memorandum of

Understanding to construct Rato-
mate-Rasuwagadhi-Kerung 400 kV
Transmission line. In Nepal’s side,
the feasibility study has already com-
pleted as well as the Environmental
Impact Assessment.

The length of 66 kV trans-
mission line is nearly doubled in the
last four years. In 2016/017, there
were 2911 circuit KM 66 kV Trans-
mission line. At the end of this fiscal
year, the length reached 4275.2 cir-
cuit kilometers. This is about 74 per-
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cent higher than four years ago.

Following the end of load
shedding and improvement of trans-
mission and distribution system the
consumption of electricity has in-
creased by 80 percent.

Hydropower

With a delay in the com-
pletion, it has not only
increased the cost of hy-
dropower projects but also
affected the generation.
Three major hydropower
projects with 104 MW gen-
erating capacity were lying
as sick projects with no hope
for completion. Following
the earthquake, hydropower
projects with 830 MW gen-
erating capacity were facing
uncertainty.

With MD  Ghis-
ing’s intervention, 14 MW
Kulekhani IIT , 30 MW Cha-
melia and 60 MW Trishuli
3 A projects started genera-
tion two years ago. Now, the
456 MW Upper Tamakosi
is in the final stage of com-
pletion, expecting to start
generation by the end of No-
vember. Similarly, 102 Mid-
dle Bhotekoshi, 111 MW
Rasuwagadhi and 57 MW upper and
lower Sanjen are preparing to com-
plete by the end of this fiscal year.

For the first time in its his-
tory, NEA has reduced the consumer
tariff. According to recent decisions,
electricity will be supplied free of
charge for up to 10 units at Rs.30
minimum charge. In totality, the tar-
iffs were also reduced by 8-9 percent.
NEA removed dedicated and trunk
line additional charge for industry
and business complex. Similarly, the
tariff for irrigation and drinking water
was also reduced.

The Speed On

Although COVID-19 pan-
demic has badly affected various de-
velopment projects all over the coun-
try, it has had very nominal impacts

on NEA Projects. NEA was able to
achieve 82.29 per cent physical pro-
gress in its projects related to power
generation, transmission and distri-
bution in the last fiscal year 2019-20
and also achieved financial progress
of 81.23 per cent.

Of the Rs 58.04 billion allo-

cated for projects run by government,
foreign and NEA sources, Rs 47.14
billion has already been spent.

Similarly, 92 per cent of the
budget that was allotted for expan-
sion, strengthening and upgradation
of distribution lines to increase access
to electricity and provide reliable and
quality services to consumers was
utilized and 100 per cent physical
progress was achieved on this front.

Ghising, managing director
of NEA, said the overall financial
and physical progress was encourag-
ing even though the work of projects
under construction was badly affect-
ed due to COVID-19.

“Problems created due to
procedural hurdles in forest land use,
land acquisition, disruptions in trans-
mission and distribution lines are
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common obstacles faced by all the
projects,” he said.

Minister for Energy, Water
Resources and Irrigation Barshaman
Pun and Secretary Dinesh Kumar
Ghimire have helped him whenever
there has been a need for policy in-
tervention.

After the government decid-
ed to resume construction works of
projects even during the lockdown
by adopting safety measures related
to health, concerned officials, includ-
ing the Minister for Energy, Water
Resources and Irrigation and Secre-
tary, played a crucial role.

“Minister Pun and Secretary
Dinesh Kumar Ghimire provided im-
mense support to enable the projects
to move forward even in such diffi-
cult circumstances. Had they not they
backed me, the progress would not
have been made,” said Ghising.

According to him, some pro-
jects have been completed and some
have reached the final stage of con-
struction. Ghising further stated that
the financial and physical progress of
the projects would have been higher



if the coronavirus pandemic had not
occurred as works of some projects
have not been completed yet due to
the impact of the contagion.

Out of the Rs 7.80 billion al-
located for the construction of power
projects in the last fiscal year, Rs 5.53
billion has been spent. Expenditure
and physical progress of generation
projects was 70.82 per cent and 76.83
per cent, respectively.

The power generation side
includes construction, maintenance
and other works of hydropower pro-

i

jects. Last year, 15 projects of the pri-
vate sector were completed and 135
megawatts of electricity was added to
the national transmission system.
NEA is conducting a de-
tailed study of 1,061IMW Upper
Arun, 635MW Dudhkoshi, Upper

Modi A, Tamakoshi-5 hydropower
projects, among others. Of the Rs
1.95 billion allocated for the study
of hydropower projects, only 26.48
per cent has been spent. The physical
progress of these projects stands at
33.39 per cent. Ghising said that the
study of the projects was affected by
the coronavirus.

Meanwhile, the 456-MW
Upper Tamakoshi and 140- MW
Tanahu hydropower projects are un-
der construction through subsidiary
companies of NEA. Construction of

Upper Tamakoshi is targeted to be
completed very soon.

Out of 77 districts across the
country, 15 have been fully electri-
fied till date.

In the last fiscal year, 11
districts were fully electrified. Earli-
er, only Parbat, Syangja, Kathmandu
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and Bhaktapur were fully electrified.
NEA fully electrified Dhankuta, Sun-
sari, Siraha, Dhanusha, Mabhottari,
Bara, Parsa, Nuwakot, Kapilvastu,
Gulmi and Bardiya in the last fiscal
year 2019-20.

However, NEA had set a
target of electrifying 40 districts in
the last fiscal year but its target could
not be achieved due to COVID-19.
The government has set a target of
providing electricity service to every
household by 2022 and increasing
the annual per capita electricity con-

sumption to 700 units.

With the support from min-
isters, secretaries and backing of his
own colleagues, MD Ghising has
not only created a situation to supply
electricity for all and electricity for
all the time.
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p[anual To Digital

With the installation of smart meter at Kathmandu, NEA has entered the digital era

By A CORRESPONDENT

ith the installation of smart
meter in Mannikhatar, Ne-
pal Electricity Authority

(NEA) has started a move to digital-
ize its system. After completing many
reforms within NEA, the process of
digitalization will completely change
the institution.

NEA has launched the drive
for installation of smart meter at con-
sumer’s house replacing the old single
phase meter. Minister for Energy, Wa-
ter Resources and Irrigation Barsha-
man Pun initiated the work replacing
the old single phase meter by smart
meter in Ward No 3 building of Bud-
hanilkantha Municipality in Manni-
khatar.

Currently, there are over 5
million single phase meter at consum-
er’s home. In the first phase, the NEA
will replace about 100,000 meters of
single phase and 3 phases in the hous-
es of Ratna Park and Maharajgunj Dis-
tribution Centers. With this initiation,
Digital NEA campaign has formally
begun as part of NEA policy.

Following the installation of
smart meter, there is no need of meter
reading. With this, data will be avail-
able in both central and branch offic-
es. The lines, of those consumers who
do not pay tariffs, can be cut from the
center. This will also end the leakage
caused by the meter readers. Along
with this, the smart meter will drasti-
cally reduce electricity theft.

Addressing the program,
minister Pun said that the installa-
tion of smart meter can improve the
efficiency and modernize the service
provided by the state meeting the gov-
ernment’s target to make prosperous
Nepal and Happy Nepali. “This is a

milestone towards that.

“Along with installation of
smart meter, we have been working
to beautify cities and make system
dependable by turning the distribution
system underground,” said minister
Pun, who is also chairman of Nepal
Electricity Authority.

“With the proposal of NEA,
we are able to reduce the tariff of elec-
tricity through Electricity Regulatory
Commission. This is the first time in
the history,” said min-
ister Pun. He also said

that it will also help set different tar-
iff during the rainy season to promote
the consumption of electricity and set
different tariff in winter. “As there will
be post-paid and pre-paid function in
the smart meter, the tariff can be paid
as per the wishes of consumer through
online bill,” said MD Ghising.

Under its first phase pro-
gram, NEA has already changed 8222
Time Off Day Meters to smart. Under
the second phase, over 125000 me-

that NEA has been
making profit since
last two years plac-
ing it as a number one
public utility to gener-
ate the profit. He said
that the country will be
self reliant in electrici-
ty very soon.

Energy,
Water Resources
and Irrigation Secre-
tary Dinesh Kumar
Ghimire said that the
implementation of the
two-year old program to make smart
grid and smart meter in five years have
made a good progress. He said that the
work to install smart meter and under-
grounding distribution system will go
side by side.

MD of NEA Kul Man Ghis-
ing said replacement of old meter by
smart meter can reduce the number of
meter readers. He said that 2500-3000
meter readers will be reduced.

He said that tariff of electric-
ity can be fixed on the basis of each
hour including peak, off peak and nor-
mal time through smart meter. He said
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ters will be replaced by smart meter.
18000 have already been installed and
other 60,000 are under the process.

Under the Rs. 1 billion con-
cessional loan of Asian Development
Bank, the work is currently undergo-
ing. To replace 400000 old meters by
smart meter in Kathmandu Valley, the
tender process has already proceeded.

Ghising said that every effort
has been made to fulfill the govern-
ment’s goal of providing electricity
to every Nepali and to supply them
adequate, regular, reliable and quality
electricity.



ENVIRONMENT

Conservation through Financial Institutions

Few countries have used Cumulative Impact Assess- |
ment (CIA) tool to understand the combined effects
and impacts of past, present and planned future pro-
jects on the environment in a geographical and tem-
poral contexts. If series of same type of projects or
causing similar impacts are under implementation,
construction or being planned, CIA helps to evaluate sig-
nificance of potential cumulative impacts on one or more
valued environmental components (VECs) and minimise
adverse impacts to an acceptable level. The CIA is normal-
ly carried out by a competent institution that has access to
data, information and sites of all projects which are under
implementation, construction and being planned.

Many countries have internalised project level as-
sessments [Initial Environmental Examination (IEE) or En-
vironmental Impact Assessment (EIA)] to identify, predict
and evaluate the impacts of a project on the environment
with focus on its physical, chemical, biological, social,
economic and cultural domains. The domains greatly de-
pend upon the nature and location of the project. Strategic
Environmental Assessment
(SEA) is globally carried out
to evaluate the impacts of a
policy or plan or programme
on the environment. Nepal
has experience in carrying
out project and strategic lev-
els of assessments. It has no
experience in CIA studies
and implementation.

Nepal’s  Environ-
ment Protection Act (2019)
has called for an environ-
mental study, IEE or EIA of
prescribed projects, includ-
ing supplementary EIA as
deemed necessary. The Act
opens avenues for carrying
out Strategic Environmental
Analysis (SEAn) for a policy, programme or project. The
legislation calls for carrying out project level assessments
or SEAn of a project, which is normally unnatural. In ad-
dition, Nepal’s legal regime on the environment does not
recognise the CIA study. There are additional legally unrec-
ognised tools such as social impact assessment, biodiversi-
ty impact assessment, health EIA or regional environmental

assessment and so on.

The International Finance Corporation
(IFC), the World Bank Group, has released a report
on ‘Cumulative Impact Assessment and Manage-

gy ment: Hydropower Development in the Trishu-
li River Basin (TRB), Nepal’ in July 2020. It may
be the first CIA study report in Nepal. The IFC called for
safeguarding the environment and people’s livelihood and
setting-up of a Trishuli Hydropower Developers’ Forum
to minimize the adverse impacts of hydropower projects
in ecosystems and its people in TRB (https://www .spot-
lightnepal.com/2020/08/07/trishuli-river-basin-call-protec-
tion/). As per the news, the CIA study was a part of the
World Bank supported 216 MW Upper Trishuli-1 (UT-1)
Hydropower Project, located at upstream of the Basin. The
IFC intends to put high environmental and social standards
for UT-1. This study might have been carried out to meet
IFC’s requirements.

The CIA study report includes impacts and miti-
gation measures in five VECs namely Langtang National
Park (LNP), aquatic
habitat, cultural and
religious sites, live-
lihoods, and water
resources. It predicts
potential cumulative
impacts from 36 hy-
dropower projects
with the total capaci-
ty of generating 1530
MW. At present, six
projects (81 MW) are
under operation, sev-
en are under construc-
tion stage (286 MW)
and 23 hydropower
projects (1163.6 MW)
are being planned.
The study has con-
sidered climate change and extreme events, slope stability,
sand and sediment mining and rapid urbanisation as the key
‘stressors’ and identified possible complete loss of natural
habitat and biota with irreversible changes in basic ecosys-
tem functions in worst cases.

The CIA study has proposed broad-based mit-
igation measures such as, inter alia, awareness raising of
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contractors for terrestrial biodiversity conservation in LNP,
release of adequate environmental flows for aquatic biodi-
versity, provision of fish passes, assessment of the actual
water requirements in dewater reaches for normal rituals in
cultural and religious sites (Uttargaya and Devighat), grant-
ing of reservoir area fishing rights to improve livelihoods,
and implementation of Environment Management Plan
(EMP) on muck disposal to maintain surface water quality.
Based on national experiences, measures related to aquatic
ecosystems may not ‘work’.

The report has coined ‘high-management action
(HMA)’ in themes such as on develop-
er’s charter on sustainable hydropower [
in TRB, community-based river guards,
sustainable fishing plans, indigenous
hatcheries for fish stocking, farming
of commercially valuable fish species,
sustainable sediment mining plans, wa-
tershed management, delineating no-go
areas for hydropower development, and
mahseer and snow trout sanctuary. The
CIA study report claims these HMAs
as sustainable development pathway
to maintain or enhance current levels
of ecosystem integrity and VEC con-
ditions. It would have been realistic to
consider experiences of the proposed
measures in fishery and ecosystem con-
servation.

The study has proposed Trishuli Hydropower
Development Forum (to be represented by hydropower de-
velopers, lenders, Nepal Electricity Authority, and relevant
government institutions), and Technical Resources Group
(from government ministries, conservation groups, re-
search agencies and multilateral development banks/donor
agency experts) for advise, and implementation from Local
Management Committees.

Effective implementation of the realistic EMP by
each project, followed by stringent compliance and impact
monitoring would be the pre-requisite to safeguarding envi-
ronmental resources and people’s livelihood in the TRB. If
mitigation measures are implemented and project-induced
impacts reduced, one can ‘trust’ on the effective role of fi-
nancing institutions in conserving the environment.

As mandated environmental institutions are
‘grossly ineffective’ in avoiding or minimising project-ac-
celerated adverse environmental impacts, it is natural to ex-
pect natural resource conservation from national, regional
and international financial institutions as well. Besides, re-
quirements of the regional and international funding institu-
tions, the Nepal Rastra Bank (NRB) has issued a Guideline
on Environmental and Social Risk Management (ESRM)
for Banks and Financial Institutions (B/FIs) in May 2018.
This Guideline provides a solid basis to integrate environ-
mental and social risks management aspects into credit risk
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management process and minimise environmental damage,
manage watersheds, and restore the vitality of the terrestrial
and aquatic ecosystems.

Nepal’s experiences on non-implementation
of mitigation measures and monitoring requirements as
contained in the legally approved IEE or EIA reports and
gross-negligence in mitigating adverse impacts, including
maintenance of aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems dictate
to consider TRB a development zone rather than a ‘hub of
sustainable hydropower development and management of

water resources’.

In view of the mitigation measures and implemen-
tation modality of the CIA study report, national experienc-
es, and urgency of conserving the TRB, B/FIs are encour-
aged to build and/or strengthen the capacity of the Loan/
Credit Officers on environmental safeguards measures/
options and strictly follow the ESRM Guideline, in particu-
lar monitoring and performance reporting procedures and
quality check. Effective implementation of the Guidelines
provides a logical basis to make the development sustain-
able and environment-friendly. However, this Guideline
needs updating based on Environment Protect Act, 2019
and its Rules, 2020 and utilising experience of nearly two
years of Guidelines implementation in order to make it
country-specific, development and user-friendly.

Effective implementation of the ESRM Guide-
line will hopefully bolster the mandated environmental
institutions to benefit from environmental monitoring and
performance reporting outcomes and make project-level as-
sessment reports more technical, practical and implementa-
ble, by avoiding or minimising the existing ‘cut and paste’
syndrome. The B/FIs may be instrumental in safeguarding
and enhancing environmental resources, and make devel-
opment project environmentally sustainable as envisaged in
the CIA report of the TRB.

Uprety is a former Joint-Secretary (Tech) and involved in in-
stitutionalizing Environment Assessment system in Nepal, then Ministry
of Environment. E-mail: upretybk@gmail.com



MELAMCHI PROJECT

Role Of Madhav Trio

What a coincidence, three persons with their first name Madhayv drive Melamchi Drinking Water

Project in crucial phases
By KESHAB POUDEL

rom the beginning to the end, the
Fname Madhav has been associat-

ed with Melamchi Drinking Water
Project. Former Joint Secretary and senior
Madhav Prasad Ghimire took the initial
negotiations for funding.

Former minister and junior late
Madhav Prasad Ghimire negotiated with
Asian Development Bank and other de-
velopment partners to make Melamchi
Drinking Water Project possible. Ghimire,
who died in a road accident, played a cru-
cial role to convince Asian Development
Bank to invest in the project.

After succeeding to negotiate
with ADB in 2002, late Ghimire is said
to have offered special puja to Dakchhin
Kali while returning from Manila. Instead
of going home, late Ghimire directly went
to the temple to worship the goddess Kali
for the success.

What a coincidence, as two
Madhavs took part in the negotiations and
signing of the project, another Madhav
Belbase, secretary at the Ministry of
Drinking Water, is now pursuing the final
stage of completion of the project.

Due to outburst of gate caused
by technical lapses in testing and commis-
sioning of the tunnel, the project is likely
to be delayed for a few months. However,
it is now almost in the final stage of com-
pletion.

In this whole process of initia-
tions, negotiations and additional financ-
ing of Melamchi Drinking Water Project,
economic advisor to the prime minister
Lal Shanker Ghimire, who retired as a sec-
retary, has been an eye-witness.

Former secretary Ghimire, who
joined as a section officer at the Foreign
Aid Division in 1988, initiated the file to
proceed on the Melamchi Drinking Water
Project. Ghimire, who retired as a finance
secretary last year, saw all the crises and
processes of the project.

As it was formally negotiated

by late minister and then joint secretary
at Ministry of Finance Madhav Ghimire
in November 2000 with the Asian Devel-
opment Bank to complete it by 2006, the
project actually started in 2008.

The Asian Development Bank
(ADB) Board of Directors approved the
MWSP on 21 December 2000, and the
project became effective on 28 November
2001.

It is a comprehensive water
supply project to improve the health and
wellbeing of the people in the Kathman-
du Valley. It aims to alleviate the shortage

of potable water in the valley by diverting
water from the Melamchi River to the
Kathmandu Valley.

However, major events and
changing circumstances in Nepal have
hampered the implementation of the
MWSP since 2004. The government’s ef-
forts to secure private sector participation
to manage water services in the Kathman-
du Valley were unsuccessful.

During the initial years of the
MWSP, private sector bidders were not
interested in a lease contract, supported by
the World Bank, for water services deliv-
ery.

When this led to significant
delays in project start-up, the World
Bank canceled its funding. A subsequent

ADB-supported performance-based man-
agement contract also failed to attract pri-
vate sector interest despite several years of
focused efforts.

The government and ADB real-
ized that private sector engagement in Ne-
pal’s urban water sector was too difficult
in the unpredictable sociopolitical envi-
ronment of that time.

Consequently, the biggest civ-
il works package under the MWSP—the
27.5 kilometer (km) Melamchi tunnel—
was put on hold because the loan cove-
nants included a condition that the perfor-
mance-based management contract had
to be awarded before the contract for the
Melamchi tunnel.

One after another three develop-
ment partners withdrew from the MWSP
because of political developments from
2001- 2006 leaving a funding gap of $133
million equivalent. The MWSP experi-
enced additional challenges.

With the consistent interest of
Asian Development Bank, the project fi-
nally started in 2008. For the additional
funding, Lal Shanker Ghimire again was
in the forefront.

Almost thirty six years after it
was conceived as an alternative source
to supply drinking water to Kathmandu
valley, Melamchi Drinking Water Project,
which has seen many political, technical,
administrative, managerial and natural dis-
ruptions, has finally started the commis-
sioning and testing process carrying water
to Kathmandu valley.

Many Prime ministers from late
Krishna Prasad Bhattarai to other minis-
ters might have aspired to lead the ministry
during the beginning of Nepal’s mega pro-
ject. However, what a coincidence, Min-
ister Bina Magar, of the same age as the
project, is leading the ministry with a com-
petent team of technically sound secretary
Madhav Belbase for this historic moment.
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My Name Is CORONA

“My name is Corona. Though I have an ancestry of
many centuries my present form came in to existence
on 31st December, 2019. [ am in reality a virus but be-
cause I have created a rumpus all over the world, they
have given me the nickname of Covid-19 too. Call

The Italians after doing autopsies are now suggesting
that many of those that I killed off died of blood clots
in blood vessels and multiple organs failure.

“The situation in South America, Africa and
even India are in the process of becoming worse day by

me by any name you like, but not late when there are BY: HEMANG DIXIT day. No wonder. The belief in Plasma Therapy, Hy-

pickings to be done! My viral predecessors have been
accused for causing illness since time immemorial. I live in the
bodies of some animals and birds too. It is only when humans
begin to upset the ‘apple-cart’, tamper with wild life that I begin
to manifest myself and cause havoc in multiple places in this
world. Currently I am in the hey-day of my form but remember
that my cousins have in former times caused tremendous suf-
ferings in this world. There was the Spanish Flu pandemic of
1918-20 which had three peaks and is estimated to have infect-
ed 500 million people worldwide. Of this fifty million people
are estimated to have died. In more recent times the subsequent
SARS, MERS and Ebola epidemics have also taken their toll
of lives. Sadly, you humans never learnt from these epidemic
disasters. All this has occurred because humans have been dom-
inating the natural habitats of the world. Nature has occasion-
ally hit back, whenever Homo sapiens gradually took over the
world. Much of the flora and fauna which existed in the past are
gone because of the onslaught by the human race. Many species
of animals and birds which once flew over or roamed the world
have disappeared!

“I recall that in 2011 an American film titled ‘Conta-
gion’ carried a story about me as virus, originating in a bat and
spreading out from China to the rest of the world. Later the
American writer Sylvia Browne in her 1981 book ‘End of Days’
stated that in 2010 there will be a flesh-eating disease (? Ebola)
and in 2020 a severe pneumonia like illness will spread through-
out the globe. Also, in 1981 another US author Dean Koontz
predicted in ‘The Eyes of Darkness’, that a nightmare — “Wuhan
-400’ would be caused by me, Corona. It therefore surprises me
to hear that the Americans are now blaming the Chinese of hid-
ing facts about the virus as it had been forecast, albeit in fiction
form many years ago. In reality it is the Americans of Harvard
University laboratories which have been collaborating with the
Wauhan Institute of Virology in the past. There are surely others
too in the race to produce a vaccine to either disable or to finish
me off!

“There is no denying the fact that I have created a
rumpus all over the world. Some of the countries of East Asia
did not suffer too much initially because of wearing masks,
washing hands frequently and greeting each other by bowing
or doing Namaste rather than shaking hands. Many in Europe
and the Western world ignored all this and suffered a great deal.
One has only to think of the large number of deaths caused by
me in the initial peak of this pandemic. Even highly developed
countries with health systems established for years, as in UK
and USA are at a loss as to how to deal with me. Touristic coun-
tries such as Italy and Spain suffered greatly too because of the
initial stress on ventilators and lack of appropriate medication.
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droxychloroquine / Chloroquine, Madagascar’s Wonder
Potion, Ayurvedic amrits and even Besar Pani have had their
advocates but there is no guarantee of success! 1 personally
think that these were ploys by clever politicians to distract and
hoodwink the public. This is the stark truth. I have already
caused massive number of deaths in USA, Brazil, India, Rus-
sia and South Africa. Worse things are on the horizon. I am
just now in the process of starting the second wave in many of
the countries of Europe which have ended their lock downs and
are easing restrictions. True it is because of the fact that their
economies have been sorely affected. Almost all of those who
survived have plenty of lung damage to cope with. Now it is the
younger people who are getting infected. Surprisingly many
still go around without masks — sheer foolishness. It is time
now for them to think seriously about the future of mankind and
to take steps so that humans and the rest of the flora and fauna
continue to exist and flourish in future years. If they don’t take
appropriate steps for the benefit of mankind, I Corona will show
them what I can do.

“Currently I am being maligned in Nepal by a large
number of people making quick money on substandard test kits
that do not give correct results, poor protective wear and so-
called masks of no protective value. These have enabled well
connected importers to make quick money at the cost of the har-
assed Nepali.

“Surprisingly whilst both the American and British
governments have acknowledged that they have not handled the
crises [ created, the Nepali government refuses to acknowledge
their faults in all spheres of working. So, what to do? Ke garne?
Your government in Nepal has shown how incompetent it is.
Lock down rules which have become a farce, ill treatment of
those in quarantine without food and facilities so that they fled.
Now that the infection rates are increasing is just a manifesta-
tion of the people in position of authority in your land. Pray
now to Lord Pashupatinath to save you. Just as he stored the
poison in his Nilkanth pray to him for my storage or disposal.

“What worries me however is the rat race that is go-
ing on in many countries of the world to produce a vaccine that
curtails me or even puts an end to me. All those involved are
in it for the money that they can get. If they had the welfare
of the people in mind, they would waive their rights to money
from the sale of the vaccine, just as Dr. Jonas Salk did for the
polio vaccine.

“Bye for now. Corona.”
The author writes fiction under the name of Mani Dixit. Website:
www.hdixit.org.np. Twitter: @manidixithd



RAM TEMPLE

Celebrations In Nepal

Nepalese Hindus celebrate the ground-breaking ceremony for a temple in Ayodhya praying Ram

By A CORRESONDENT

s Prime Minister of India Nar-
Aendra Modi has said Ram has

connection with Nepal through
Janaki Mata, Nepalese have shown how
deeply rooted is the relation in their heart
when they celebrated the ground-break-
ing ceremony for a Ram Temple in Ayo-
dhya as a great day.

From Janaki Temple in Janak-
purdham to Ram Temples in Pashupati
and other places of Kathmandu, Pokhara
and other cities, people lit a light in the
evening to celebrate the day.

Ram is not only in name but
Ram is devotion and inner heart felling.
This was what one could see among
the people. Although Nepal’s
Prime Minister has been cre-
ating controversy over Ram’s
birthplace Ayodhya, it did not
touch the faith of Nepalese to §
the importance of Ayodhya.

As Indian Prime Min-
ster Modi has said that Ram has
connected Nepal through moth-
er Janaki Mata (Sita), Nepalese
have also shown their faith on
Ramjanmabhomi. Addressing |
a function to mark the founda-
tion laying ceremony, Prime
Minister Modi said that Ram
existed universally. He said that
Ram is everywhere.

Starting his speech with “Jai
Siya Ram”, PM Modi extended congrat-
ulations on the beginning of construc-
tion of Ram Temple in Ayodhya. “T am
fortunate that I could join this auspicious
occasion. Chants of Jai Siya Ram can be
heard across the world.”

As Prime Minister Modi was
chanting Jai Shree Ram, Nepalese dele-
gation led by Mahanta of Janaki Temple
echoed the sound showing Nepal’s soli-

darity to construct the temple.

As Mahanta of Janaki Temple
was taking part in the program in Ayo-
dhya, Janaki Temple Trust organized
a program to celebrate the ceremony
lightening the Janaki temple and reli-
gious function in Janakpurdham.

Modi was among the 175 peo-
ple present at the ceremony. He shared
the dais with just four other people —
RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat, trust chief
Nritya Gopaldas Maharaj, Uttar Pradesh
Governor Anandiben Patel, and CM
Yogi Adityanath. Keeping in mind the
pandemic, seating arrangements were
made in accordance with social distanc-

ing principles. Before this, the prime
minister along with Adityanath had of-
fered prayers at Hanuman Garhi. Modi
also paid a visit to Ram Janmabhoomi.
Remembering the sacrifices
made in the struggle, RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat remembered LK Advani and
said many are present in spirit at the cer-
emony. Calling it an “auspicious day,”
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister hailed the
achievements of PM Modi. “This marks

the end of the struggle of decades. A
journey of over 500 years has been rati-
fied by the Indian judiciary and constitu-
tion,” he said.

Not only in Nepal, Hindus
across the world celebrated the founda-
tion stone laying ceremony of the histor-
ic Ram Temple in the holy city of Ayo-
dhya by lighting diyas.

After the ceremony, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister addressed the
gathering. Hailing the contribution of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Yogi
Adityanath welcomed the other es-
teemed guests to the ceremony. “Today
is an auspicious day. This marks the end
of the struggle of decades. A
journey of over 500 years has
been ratified by the Indian judi-
? ciary and constitution.”

PM Modi laid a sil-
ver brick to mark the founda-
tion ceremony of Ram Temple
in Ayodhya.

Indian PM Modi,
who in 1990 was one of the
organizers of the nationwide
campaign for a temple at the
site where the 16th century
Babri mosque once stood, sat
down for rituals before laying
a silver brick to symbolize the
construction of the temple.

Last year, after several efforts
at mediation failed, the Supreme Court
delivered a landmark verdict handing
over the 2.77 acres of land claimed by
both Hindus and Muslims for a Ram
temple. The court ordered a five-acre
plot at a different site in Ayodhya for a
mosque.
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Nepal Infrastructure Summit 2019:

Lessons for the Future

The Government of Nepal organised the second
Investment Summit from 29-30 March 2019,
following the first investment summit in March
2017. The main aim of the summit was to at-

) ¢

policies, regulatory and institutional reforms,
etc. which is mandatory to pave the way forward
and create an enabling environment for attracting
domestic and foreign direct investment for infra-

tract foreign investments to develop phys- By: RANJAN PRAKASH SHRESTHA structure development projects. Against this

ical infrastructure in Nepal. Similarly, the
third series of Nepal Infrastructure Summit was organ-
ised by the Confederation of Nepalese Industries from
11-12 September 2019. The theme of the Summit was
infrastructure and connectivity, aiming to attract inves-
tors into areas of infrastructure, which plays a key role
to meet the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), es-
pecially in the areas of agriculture, transport, energy, for-
estry, connectivity, information and communication, etc.
Summits of this
kind are necessary to at-
tract investments for big
infrastructure  projects
for economic growth in
Nepal that faces signifi-
cant challenges due to its
geography, and technical
and financial constraints.
Nepal needs to build
adequate infrastruc-
ture, mainly cross-bor-
der transport networks,
(roads, railways, airports,
waterways, etc.) to transport people and goods from one
place to another, especially for the integration of the
Nepalese economy with neighbouring big economies.
The Programme of Action for the Least De-
veloped Countries (LDCs), for the Decade 2011- 2020
aimed at graduating half of the LDCs by 2020. Nepal is
one of the remaining LDCs that continue to seek gradu-
ation from LDC status by 2022. It is observed that Ne-
pal’s government has been making efforts to promote
businesses and investment opportunities through various
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One of the important
aspects of such summits is inter-
action and Q&A sessions among
the stakeholders. However, time
management for the interaction
and Q&A session was very weak.

backdrop, it can be argued that organising
such Summits by both government and private sector or-
ganisation contributes to encourage more Foreign Direct
Investments (FDIs) in the country.

Comparative to the past, there are grounds to
believe that Nepal has favourable conditions to attract
investment as it has 2/3 majority and a stable govern-
ment for the first time in the history of 3 decades. The
promulgation of the New Constitution and successful
completion of historic three lev-
els of elections have paved the
way for the economic develop-
ment of the country. At present,
Nepal is trying to institutionalise
the federal system as well as try-
ing to improve the economy for
a balanced development of the
country.

It has been observed
that the construction of roads has
made progress in recent years.
Road networks, which enhance
urban and rural linkages (main-
ly links to highways), can contribute to the overall so-
cio-economic development of the country. However, a
huge gap remains in terms of living conditions between
rural and urban areas. Changing development pace in
similar economies has proven that Nepal will remain un-
derdeveloped and isolated if it does not have increased
connectivity within the South Asian region and beyond,
in terms of attaining sustainable economic, transport,
energy, people-to-people, and digital connectivity (es-
pecially from the regional perspective to enhance eco-



nomic co-operation). For example, Nepal can benefit
from the EU regional cooperation initiatives that support
work and dialogue within various regional organisations
in Asia, including the South Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation (SAARC). This mechanism could be
used to further strengthen the discussion on investment
and enhancing regional connectivity as well as trans-
fer of knowledge, experience, technology and modali-
ties. Public Private Partnership (PPP) could be one of
the modalities to develop infrastructure projects with
the involvement of
private sectors fi-
nance.

Some ob-
servations from
Nepal Infrastruc-
ture Summit 2019

The
government  rep-
resentation and
participation ~ was
praiseworthy. The

FORUM

and recommendations of the panelists will not be reflect-
ed in the proceedings nor will they be taken on board.

Final remarks

Nepal needs a paradigm shift by ensuring
preparation and prioritising of projects along with policy
reforms, appropriate regulatory and legislative frame-
works combined with good governance, safety and secu-
rity of investment, complaints handling and dispute set-
tlement mechanism, including environmental, social and
gender considerations,
moreover, establishing
on-stop-shop to build
environment of trust and
predictability to encour-
age more FDIs in coun-
try, are a must.

As  provinces
are planning to organise
such summits, they need
to learn from national
level summits, hence

NEPAL

event was attended

there should be taken as

by Chief Ministers
of six Provinces,
Federal  Govern-
ment Ministers,
Secretaries, and
other highlevel
dignitaries. This participation demonstrates the determi-
nation of the Government in attracting investments for
big infrastructure projects. Furthermore, deliberations of
various high-level speakers, especially all six Chief Min-
isters, (excluding Gandaki province) calling for invest-
ment in their respective provinces for which they have
also expressed their commitment to provide necessary
policy, rules, and a risk-free conducive environment to
attract FDIs in their provinces. Nevertheless, rigorous
discussion and preparation with various stakeholders’
including diplomatic community / international organ-
isations would have added more value to bring other
stakeholders, as well as potential investors from other
countries on board.

One of the important aspects of such summits
is interaction and Q&A sessions among the stakeholders.
However, time management for the interaction and Q&A
session was very weak. This was evident in one of the
business sessions- infrastructure and regional connectiv-
itypanelists were given rarely 2 minutes to deliver their
remarks. This might have been embarrassing for the pan-
elists, especially foreign delegates who had come all the
way to participate and invested a significant amount of
financial resources and time. Moreover, the conclusions

INFRASTRU[ITURE
SUMMIT 2019

opportunities to learn
to improve the perfor-
mance. For example; it
was observed that the in-
frastructure summit was
not gender sensitive as none of the session chairs and
key note speakers were women, and there was limited
representation of women panelists in various sessions.
Enhanced and continuous dialogues are needed among
all the stakeholders, complementing efforts of such sum-
mits. Furthermore, it is important to make use of such
platforms to share information and exchange of lessons
and experiences of previous infrastructure summits with
national and international partners to give a push to in-
vestment opportunities in the country.

There may be another summit next year. There-
fore, there is a need to critically review the achievements
and lessons of the past summits. It will be useful to see
how such pledges, both domestic and international, have
been secured as a result of the previous summits in order
to encourage both the organiser and potential investors.
In addition, there is also a need of government monitor-
ing and facilitation for inter coordination among min-
istries, departments and other institutions to examine
efforts and effectiveness as well as ensure sound man-
agement in terms of saving in cost and time, prior to or-
ganisation of such summits, ultimately aiming to bring
more FDIs in the country.
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Excessive Use Of Pesticides Increases Health Risk

Nepal Water Conservation Foundation for Academic
Research (NWCF) in association with International
Development Research Commission (IDRC) of Can-
ada is conducting research regarding Water Induced
Disasters (WID) and the vulnerable population in
some areas of Chitwan and Makwanpur and how to
make them resilient enough to cope with such disas-
ters. During one of the field visits at Palung Bazaar,
an agricultural hub in Makwanpur district located
nearby Kathmandu, we found out that the excessive
use of pesticides is one of the major sources of pollution at
the Kulekhani river which is a major source of drinking water
for the local population downstream. Besides, pesticides have
also adversely affected the local fish ecosystem which is a ma-
jor source of livelihood for the local people. While conducting
Focused Groups Discussion (FGD), we found out that between
mid-December and mid-July 2019, there were 9 patients diag-
nosed with cancer. The locals feel that the rise in cancer-re-
lated cases has something to do with pesticides. One of the
participants said,” Initially we used to spray lots of medicines.
We even used to spray herbicides. But now after knowing the
harmful effects of many pesticides, we use it in a controlled
manner. We even wear protective equipment while spraying
medicines”.

Yasodha Adhikari, a local social activist who advo-
cates the use of IPM (Integrated Pest Management) at the lo-
cality said “The farmers who have their own land don’t want
to destroy their land. However, the ones who have leased the
land use excessive pesticides in order to earn money in a short
period of time. Once the soil is destroyed, they
move to another agricultural land”. However,
because of those farmers, the whole image of
the locality is destroyed. According to Niroj
Pradhana local agrovet owner at Palung Ba-
zaar, “Our agricultural products are in the
same truck with other excessive pesticides
used product. When they test the sample, the
whole truck gets rejected.” He also indicated
the issue of middlemen in local agriculture
production. “The middle-men pressurizes the
farmers to produce the product in the offsea-
son in order to get huge profit. That is why
they use excessive vitamins and pesticides”,
he said.

Regarding wearing protective equip-
ment, locals say that majority of them don’t
use it. NirojPradhan said, “I sell protective
equipment such as masks, gloves, and jackets
as well. When I tell them to wear protective equipment, they
think I am telling them to earn profit”. He said that most of the
locals don’t use protective equipment, this may be one of the
reasons for the cancer-related cases. Dr. Pratigya Bhandari a
local resident doctor at Palung Primary Health Care Unit said,
“Most of the pesticides related cases are related to the poison-
ing cases. Just a couple of days back, I had two such cases who
consumed pesticides. I referred them to hospitals in Kathman-
du. One of them died on the way”. Niroj Pradhan however de-
nies this fact. “I mostly sell only small packets or bottles. Most
of them are finished on the first spray only. If the bottles are
finished, how will they be used again for poisoning?” he said.
Regarding cancer-related cases, Dr. PratigyaBhandari said she
has not witnessed any such cases. “Many cancer-related cases

NEW SPOTLIGHT | Aug 21. 2020 | 32

directly go to the hospitals in Chitwan or Kathman-
du. They don’t come to us. This may be the reason
why I don’t know such cases”, she said. She howev-
er couldn’t deny the fact that there are cancer-related
cases increasing in the area.

Excessive pesticide use has a negative im-
pact on the local ecosystem as well. Sunil Tamang a
representative of the local fish cooperative at Kule-

BY: PRATIKPOUDEL khani said,” The population has reduced significantly

in the past couple of years. This has something to do
with the excessive use of pesticides in the agricultural field
upstream which flows downstream through Kulekhaniriver”.
Brigadier General SherBahadur Shah, Chief of Central Re-
gional Military Command, Suparitar, Makwanpur also ech-
oed Tamangs statement. He said, “More than 40 rhinos have
died in the recent months which were not poaching related.
The tusk was not removed. This has something to do with the
contaminated river which they drank”. He was indicating at
the use of excessive pesticides upstream which flow down-
stream. According to Mukesh Kumar Mishra, another agrovet
owner from Palung, the farmers of Palung mostly use insecti-
cides such as Nuvan, Alphamithrin, Cyppermitthin 25%. After
spraying these insecticides, you should not pluck them for 15
days. He said the locals also use fungicides and various antibi-
otics as well. When these pesticides flow downstream through
rainwater, it will contaminate the Kulekhaniriver.

There are however good practices prevailing in the
district of Palung. The use of Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) is one of them. The UN’s Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO)
defines IPM as “the
careful considera-
tion of all available
pest control tech-
niques and subse-
quent integration of
appropriate meas-
ures that discourage
the  development
of pest populations
and keep pesticides
and other interven-
tions to levels that
are  economically
justified and reduce
or minimize risks
to human health
and the environ-
ment. YasodhaAdhikari, a local social activist says, “I have
been practicing IPM for the last 6-7 years. Previously I also
used a lot of pesticides. However, after knowing the harmful
effects of pesticides through project training, I got a reality
check. Now I use chemical fertilizers to a minimum possible
limit. Otherwise, I use the juices made from local weeds such
as Titepati, Banmara, Neem leaves. We have 60-70 members
in the IPM group”. If the local or the provincial government
comes up with a plan to make farmers stick with such good
practice, then the horrific increment in the cancer-related cases
could be reduced. Besides, based on this local perception that
the rise in cancer-related cases has something to do with pes-
ticides, it could be a starting point for scientifically analyzing
such relations and coming up with a logical conclusion.



NEICHU MAYER

Worth The Honor

Nepalese Embassy in Israel honored Neichu Mayer, wife of ambassador of Israel to Nepal Yaron
Mayer, for publishing a book Sitapaila describing her stay in Nepal

By A CORRESONDENT

Ithough many ambassadors and
Atheir families come and go, some

pen down their experiences of
staying in Nepal. Neichu Mayer is one of
them. For her contribution, Nepali Embas-
sy in Israel felicitated and honored Neichu
Mayer and her son Shohan at the embassy
for publishing the book Sitapaila.

Attended by family members
of Mayer and head of Nepal Division of
Israel’s Foreign Ministry, other officers of
the ministry, Israeli Ambassador to Nepal
Hanan Godar, Nepalese living in Israel and
Israeli citizens and others, the program was
organized to mark sixty years of establish-
ment of diplomatic relations with Nepal.

Welcoming the guests, ambas-
sador of Nepal to Israel Dr. Anjan Shakya
thanked author Mayer for publishing the
book. She said that this will further enhance
the bilateral relations between Nepal and
Israel.

Ambassador Dr. Shakya has ex-
pressed happiness to honor Mayer and or-
ganize the program to mark sixty years of
establishment of diplomatic relations.

Expressing happiness over
the honor, Mayer said that her stay in
Nepal was positive despite experienc-
ing several tragic natural calamities
like earthquake, avalanches and bus
accidents.

Ambassador Hanan Godar
presented the book written through the
lens of children to audiences. Head of
Nepal Division of Foreign Ministry of
Israel said that Israel-Nepal relation is |
now at highest level and expressed the
hope that both the countries can move
in future with further collaboration.

Former ambassador of Israel to
Nepal Mayer expressed his happiness over
the book published by his wife recollecting
her stay in Nepal. He said that the book will
help further strengthen relations between
the two countries.

What is Sitapaila

Being a spouse of diplomat does

not only consist of attending receptions,
high profile functions of host country, din-
ner and lunch with expats and colleagues.
However, it also involves the personal life
as well.

The personal life is informal and
very much family oriented. Many books
are available related to the formal aspects
of the life of ambassador’s wife. However,
only a few have attempted to look into the
social life or informal parts.

The book is about a whole new
adventure which begins in a little boy who
finds out that his family is going to move to
Nepal. From a most advanced country Isra-
el with different natural and cultural setting,
his new home is far away in Nepal. Sitapa-
ila is the most magical place he could ever
imagine. This is what she has described in
her book.

Trained in development and hu-
manitarian work, the author is passionate
about cross-cultural learning and embrac-
ing diversity. She is fascinated by the inter-
action between children and animals, and

their ability to imagine the good side of life
under any circumstances. She believes that
everyone needs a small dose of childlike
curiosity, animal-like adaptability and joy
in little things, every day.

Neichu Mayer and her husband
Yaron Mayer stayed in Nepal during very
difficult situations including political and

natural disasters. She experienced and saw
the great earthquake of Nepal in 2015 and
hectic work of her husband to bring Israe-
li humanitarian medical team to provide
medical aid to victims of the earthquake.

Although she observed all the
formal and informal parts of her husband,
Neichu Mayer reminisces beautifully on
her four years in Nepal.

A personal memoir of the reflec-
tions and fascinating episodes of the wife
of a Israel’s diplomatic service officer cov-
ering her observation in Nepal on mental
health along with growing her small kid.

She brings to life her many ex-
periences while providing insights on the
culture and people among whom she lived.

She reflects on the, people and
events that defined the times during her
husband’s service in Nepal. An excellent
read, filled with truth and history, this is a
book you can’t put down.

She is giving support for mental
health. The book is now available in Ama-
zon India and maybe also Nepal.

“This is my first ever chil-
dren’s book. The book is derived from
my son’s memory of his first 3 years,
in Nepal. I am so grateful for this op-
portunity to put a small smile on a kid’s
face,” said Mayer.

A whole new adventure be-
| gins when a little boy finds out that his
families are going to move. His new
home is far away in Nepal. Sitapaila is
the most magical place he could ever
imagine. He meets new friends and
comes across many different types of
animals. Ducks, fishes, chickens, cows,
even a monkey make Sitapaila a really
fun place to live. Even Inle the cat is ex-
cited! The little boy will always remember
a place that is far away, but still his home.

Author: Neichu Mayer, Book:
Sitapaila, Category: Children\’s Fiction,
Latest releases, Price: £4.99, Length: 25
pages. Browse & Buy Now olympiapub-
lishers.com
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Nepalese Military Honored
By Military Cross In The World War I
And The World War I1

Opening

Nepalese military actively took part in the
World War I And the World War II sacrificing their life
in the battle field to defend the allied forces led by Unit-
ed Kingdom. For their bravery in the great war, many
Nepalese, who returned alive, received medals Victoria
Cross for those who fought from British Gurkha and
Military Cross (MC) for Nepalese National Army (NA).

This article covers the NA only. It is a matter
of fact to note that NA was already tested at the battle
against Sikkim in Chainpur- Sankhuwasabha, battle
against Mir Quassim- the Mogul Army in Makawan-
pur, battle against Captain Kinloch- the British army in
Sindhuli, Indian Sepoy Mutiny -1857 , the battle of Wa-
ziristan and World War I . By this time, the Anglo- Ne-
pal defense diplomacy was very much tightening.
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In this regard, Nepal offered military assis-
tance to UK in the WW II. It is interesting to note
that Nepal was diplomatically approached for mili-
tary assistance by some Axis countries, especially by
German’s Hitler . To open the bilateral diplomacy and
obtaining Nepalese military assistance, he presented a
beautiful German made Rolls Royals car to the King
Tribhuwan of Nepal. However, that diplomacy could
not work and Nepal did not support. Moreover, Nepal
confirmed for sending 8,000 conventional troops to
the Allied Power through the British Indian Govern-
ment.

Nepalese Troops Marches

The Second World War started on Septem-
ber 1, 1939 and ended on September 2, 1945. Britain,
France, America and the Soviet Russia fought the war
together as Allied Power. Germany, Japan and Italy
were on the opposite side as Axis power. Many coun-
tries of the world directly or indirectly took part at the
war. The attack made by Germany against Poland on
Ist September, 1939 caused flaring of the World War
II. In response to Germany’s attack against Poland, on
3rd September, 1939 France and Britain formally de-
clared war against Germany. In 1941, Japan and Ger-
many became deeply involved in the war after the for-
mer’s attack against Pearls Harbor against US Army.

In March, the Nepalese troops assembled at
Tundikhel ( present army pavilion —Kathmandu ) be-



fore their departure to India. In the farewell speech
Prime Minister Juddha Shumsher Rana reminded to
Nepalese troops about the bravery of their previous
military operations proven at the battle against Sik-
kim in Chainpur- Sankhuwasabha, battle against Mir
Quassim , the Mogul army in Makawanpur, battle
against British Captain Kinloch in Sindhuli, Sepoy
Mutiny -Lucknow (1857-58) and Waziristan in 1917
and expressed his belief that they could perform sim-
ilar bravery and honesty. Besides, Prime Minister
Rana said that the Nepalese troops were sending out
to protect the independence of the smaller nations of
Europe . Moreover, Nepal would get larger benefits
from its friendship with the British finally the Allied
Powers. He also advised them to be avoided the hoo-
liganism, prostitution, gambling and intoxication and
assured them that the Government would provide pro-
tection to their families in their absence.

MC Hold-
ers

Lieutenant
Colonel Chandra
Bahadur  Karki
was the first Brit-
ish Military Cross
(MC) recipient
from the Nepalese
army at the battle
of Waziristan in
1917. He fought
from the First Ri-
fle Regiment. Then
after many warriors of the Nepalese National army
were awarded the British Military Cross (MC) and
other several World war II decoration during war. The
MC is granted in recognition of “an act or acts of ex-
emplary gallantry during active operations against the
enemy on land” to all members of the British Armed
Forces of any rank. Unfortunately, then Rana rulers
convinced unofficially to the British for not to be pro-
vided the Victoria Cross (VC) to the Nepalese armies
since VC had to be respected by then Rana Prime min-
ister and other top guns as well. Thus, Nepalese army
could not receive any VC. Nepal provided military
assistance to the Allied Power through Anglo-Nepal
diplomacy. Similarly, Nepal also provided thousands
of Nepalese youth to join in the British Army ( British
Gorkha ) during the same War and several war he-
roes, called Lahure in Nepal from British Gorkha also
received Victoria Cross as well. It is big respect of the
war veteran that ,the VC heroes have been honored by
the queen of United Kingdom.

Chandra Bahadur Karki

PROSPECTIVE

Allocation of Troops

Name of the Regiment OnDuty Nane of the Regiment | On Duty

Kali Baks Dehrad Shree Math Nausera
Suryadal i Jabbarjang .
NayaGorakh Burma Shamsherdal Calcutta
BardaBahadur 1 Sher .
Kali Bahad Dewdutta different places
Mahindradal 2 BhairavNath Khaiber pass
Second Rifla Thal (Kohar)  Janpamath Burma
Bhairung Thal

Allocation of High-ranking Officers

e General Bahadur Shumsher Rana, the son of Prime
Minister Juddha Shumsher, was deputed and sta-
tioned at Delhi to conduct overall supervision over
the all the Nepali forces, he was overall commander.

e General Brahma Shumsher Rana was deputed to
command the Mahindra Dal, Shreenath, Shamsher
Dal and Sher Regiments.

* General Ekraj Shumsher Rana commanded the
Kali Bahadur, Purano Gorakh, Second Rifle and
Bhairavnath Regiments.

e Later, Colonel Nir Shumsher Rana and Colonel
Kiran Shumsher Rana worked as Liaison officer in
Awotabad and Calcutta respectively.

* Colonel Narmardan Thapa worked as the Military
Secretary and Captain Chhetra Bikram Rana the
A.D.C. to General Brahma Shumsher Rana.

 Similarly, Lieutenant Colonel Nar Singh Rayamajhi
worked as the Military Secretary, Major Captain
Megha Bikram Rana as the Brigade Major and Cap-
tain Rup Bikram Rana as the A.D.C. to the General
Ekraj Shumsher Rana.

Nepalese Troops at active war

As per the Nepalese religious belief, no Nep-
alese army man could cross Sea since sea was like
goddess. However, the British Government sought
the permission from the Nepal Government to send
the Nepalese troops beyond the sea. Prime Minister

Juddha Shumsher Rana declined to give acceptance

to send them overseas on the religious ground, but

he permitted to send them in the battle fronts with-
in the Indian Sub-Continent. After receiving per-
mission from Nepal, the British Government made
arrangement to provide military warfare trainings to
the Nepalese troops including the Kali Bahadur, Sher
and Mahindradal Regiments . The Regiments, after
completion of the training, joined the British forces
under the overall command of Lord Louis Mount-
batten. These Nepalese troops were deployed at the

Assam-Burma frontier region. Nepalese troops proven

their original soldier- ship at the battles, especially in

Special Missions like ambushes, raid , fighting pa-
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trolling and hit and run tactics since they were used to
on Jai katak nagarnu jhiki katak garnu ( defensive
offence battles with the guerilla tactics ) taught by the
King Prithivi Narayan Shah the Great.

On 9th February, 1944, the London Times
wrote that the “ Nepalese troops are much the troops
of an Independent Allied Power as are the Americans
and Chinese”. In March 1944, the Japanese armies
struck these areas. Many joint battles were conduct-
ed and the British troops including the Kali Bahadur,
Sher and Mahindradal Regiments fought against Jap-
anese troops and resisted their attack. In this battle
,many Nepalese troops killed , but they inflicted heavy
causalities of the Japanese side. The memorial of the
killed Nepalese Troops and others has been erected in
Myanmar , with name and nationality. Indeed, many
of the Nepalese army men rewarded by the British
Military Cross (MC) decorations, for the war bravery.

Nepalese troops fought with distinction in
the British 14th Army under command of Lieuten-
ant General William Slim and helped force the even-
tual Japanese retreat. Finally, following the atomic
bomb attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan sur-
rendered. Most Nepalese troops were withdrawn to
Kathmandu in October 1945. A grand victory parade
was held on 28 October 1945 where many Nepalese
soldiers, officers and associated British officers were
honored for their appreciable performances. In the
Victory Parade at London in 1946, the Royal Nepalese
Army was led by the Commanding Officer Sir Baber
Shamsher Rana. On 28th October 1945, Victory day
was celebrated also in Nepal. Prime Minister Juddha
Shumsher welcomed and honored all the troops at Ha-
numan Dhoka Palace, Kathmandu.

Nepal Army’s War Veterans dec-
orated by Military Cross

Sergeant Chutra Baha-
dur Thapa

The Japanese offensive
was going on , near Long Tree
Hill of Burma, the Japanese pre-
pared strong defense post and
took position there. They repeat-
edly inflicted damages to the air-
field and the defensive position
of the Nepali troops traversing
through the Pandu Road. Thus,
it became imperative to destroy
the enemies’ defensive

post of the Long tree Hill. The task was given to Sar-
gent Thapa’s section. He reconnoitered the enemy po-
sition, finally destroyed the enemy’s defensive post .
His section had zero casualties . The British Govern-
ment decorated him with the Military Cross for exhib-
iting bravery in the action. Later he was ADC to the
King Mahendra and retired as Brigadier General.
Warrant Officer I (Jamadar ) Hom Bahadur Gurung
Jamadar Gu-
rung was of Kali Ba-
hadur Regiment . He
led a section to attack
against the Japanese
Atrtillery Position.
He crossed the plac-
es namely Chamu
and Sasak, and then,
the Chindwin Riv-
er and launched an
attack against Jap-
anese at midnight,
destroyed the ene-
mies’ defense post
The British Govern-
ment awarded him the Military Cross for his bravery.

Hom Bahadur Gurung

Warrant officer II ( Subedar ) Shailendra Bahadur Mahat
Subedar Mahat
was of Sher Regiment. In
April 1944 WO I Mahat and
his team launched a raid
against Japanese position at
Treasury Hill . On way to the
target Nepalese troops got
ambushes . However Mr.
Mahat led his troops wisely
and tactically . Fi-
nally, his team was
successful to de-
stroy the Japanese
defensive position,

Shailendra Bahadur Mahat

many killed. The
British Government decorated him the Mil-
itary Cross for his exemplary courage and
bravery . He retired as Colonel and served
as District administrative chief too after his
retirement in Mustang, where the Tibetan
Khampa disarming missing took place dur-
ing his tenure.
Sargent Jagat Bahadur Khatri
Sargent Khatri was from the Ma-
hindradal Regiment. He led his section and

Sergeant Chutra Bahadur Thapa
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mounted a raid against Japa-
nese by crossing the 20 feet
high dry canal about 400 yards
far from the Saye Rail Station.
The Japanese launched coun-
ter-attack. The section re-
pulsed the counter attack. The
close combat battle took place
for 45 minutes. His section
inflicted heavy causalities on
the enemy’s side. Mr. Kha-
tri’s team returned with two
wounded and one dead-body.
One dead-body remained left
at the objective. Next
day, Sargent Khatri
went along with 4 sol-
diers and brought the dead-body and his weapons too.
He was awarded the Military Cross .Sargent Khatri re-
tired as Lt Colonel.

Captain Bal Bahadur Silwal

He was from  the
Mahindradal Regiment . On
the 19th May, 1945, he led
80 Nepalese troops and suc-
cessfully ambushed about 600
Japanese soldiers and inflict-
ed heavy causalities to them
without losing a single soldier
in the operation. The British
Government awarded him the
Military Cross, and the Burma
star for his bravery in the ac-
tion. He retired as Lt Colonel.

Sargent Jagat Bahadur Khatri

Captain Bal Bahadur Silwal

Captain Daya Bahadur Khad
Captain Khand
was from the Mahendra
Dal Regiment . While op-
erating along the Railway
line between Myotha and
Natogias A Company com-
mander, led his Company

very well and killed many

Japanese troops. He was
Captain Daya Bahadur Khad awarded Military Cross

by the British Govern-
ment. He retired as Brigadier General.

PROSPECTIVE

Captain Gupta Bahadur Gurung

Captain Gurung was ¥
the D company Commander '
of the Mahindra Dal Regi-
ment. His Company killed 15
Japanese and captured one
Japanese prisoner . Captain
Gurung was awarded the Mil-
itary Cross. He retired as Lt

Colonel.

Captain Gupta Bahadur Gurung

Captain Bir Bahadur Karki
Captain Karki Mahindra Dal

Regiment. He led his company and fought against the

was from the

Japanese, killed more than 25 . His bravery was out-
standing and he was awarded by the Military Cross. He
retired as Lt Colonel.

At the end, while fighting in Burma front, the
US Generals had very good impression on the Nepalese
Army and the British Gorkha too. After all, Nepalese Na-
tional army and the Bitish Gorkha are from same blood
and the professional outcome was outstanding. In the
meantime, the Chinese army also was supporting to the
Allied Power against Japan. For the better performance
of the Chinese troops , the US Generals sent an instructor
team from Nepalese army and British Gorkha too in Chi-
na . The team stayed almost a year and trained Chinese
army.

Nepal Should value of World war 11

Finally, the Military Cross decoration are the
symbol of military alliance with Allied Power of World
War II. Nepal is one of the victor members of it and this is
a pride of that period as a remarkable history. The World
of WW 1I
including Russia . In this regard, Nepal should not miss

is going to celebrate the 75th anniversary

this event as our National pride, the government should
mark September 2, 2020 as remarkable day of Nepal.
This is the history of Defense diplomacy and National
foreign policy of Nepal as well.

Dr. Basnyat is Guest Professor of Leshan Nor-
mal University China, Military Historian and Brigadier
General ( Red)
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Revitalizing These Four Areas Will Help
Developing Asia Cope With The New Normal

To date, more than 700,000 people around the world
have died from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19).
The pandemic has brought despair to countless families
and caused unprecedented economic damage. The re-
sponse has been significant: governments halted global
travel, imposed nationwide lockdowns, quarantined large
swaths of the population and scaled up medical care ser-
vices. Governments have also funded the development
and production of testing technology, in addition to the
ongoing search for a vaccine.

Yet, it is widely accepted that even when a vaccine is
ready and effective, the virus is likely to persist given challenges
associated with universal vaccination. The highly contagious na-
ture of the virus means that where there are resurgences in cases,
areas that had reopened will need to reimpose restrictions. This
is the pattern that we are seeing playing out in several countries
including Kazakhstan, India and Pakistan, the People’s Republic
of China, and most recently Viet Nam.

So, we must learn to live with the virus. In this uncer-
tain “new normal”, the prospects for rapid economic recovery are
limited. A return to business as usual looks unlikely, too, and may
not fully restore the economy. Focusing on high-impact segments
of the economy is therefore an efficient approach to reaching a
new normal.

Revitalizing four key areas can help developing Asia
cope with the new normal and find a path to economic recovery.

First, revitalize the health sector. Due to the lack of long
overdue investment, there is a significant gap not only in hospital
infrastructure, but also at the primary care level including human
resources necessary to staff effective health systems. In response
to the pandemic, developing Asia has made record investments
in strengthening the health sector. For example, the Indian gov-
ernment in April sanctioned approximately $1.9 billion to address
the immediate gaps in strengthening the COVID-19 response by
scaling up delivery of services. This was followed by the recent
announcement of a major program to comprehensively strengthen
the public health system. Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, Uzbekistan,
and Kazakhstan have adopted similar approaches in their pandem-
ic response plans. There is also a sizable gap in health-related sec-
tors such as pharmaceuticals and health insurance. Current levels
of investment are insufficient to achieve Universal Health Cover-
age (UHC), however countries have committed to achieving UHC
by 2030. The health sector has huge growth potential.

Second, revitalize the social protection sector which
remains fragile and underfunded in developing Asia. In response
to COVID-19, great efforts have been made to ensure that affect-
ed populations are covered by social safety nets. For example, in
India the government announced a scheme to provide free food
to 800 million people until November 2020, as well as direct
cash transfers and free cooking gas to women, old and socially
disadvantaged groups. The Pakistani government has allocated
$1.2 billion for emergency cash transfer payments to 16.9 million

p
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poor households including daily wage workers. In Ne-
pal, over one million poor families have been assisted by
similar programs. In Uzbekistan, more than $70 million
has been allocated to expand the social safety net for the
poor and vulnerable. Yet, social protection schemes re-
quire long-term efforts to develop, including establish-
ing disaggregated databases, registration and monitoring
systems, and strong budget support. The development of
the social security sector will help promote economic in-
clusion and sustainable growth.

Third, revitalize digital technology. The pandemic is
transforming people’s behavior and social norms. Working from
home has completely changed people’s mindset. Web-based col-
laboration and sharing platforms have been widely recognized
for their effectiveness in facilitating remote collaboration and
co-working, while webinars are successfully replacing physical
seminars. More importantly, digital technology has been widely
and effectively used to promote trade and tourism, support small
and medium-sized enterprises and boost microfinance. It is being
used increasingly in government, procurement, and education.
Strategically developing digital technology will have a huge im-
pact on the quality of growth.

Fourth, revitalize the global supply chain. During the
great lockdown, the global supply chain virtually came to a stand-
still, resulting in incalculable job losses and economic damage
around the world. For example, Bangladesh’s exports of apparel
products were affected due to cancellation or suspension of or-
ders, while international contracting projects in Pakistan, Nepal,
Uzbekistan and Georgia were largely suspended due to the inter-
ruption of raw materials supply. The pandemic has highlighted the
need for urgent reform of the global supply chain. We must pursue
high-level multimodal transport, more effective trade facilitation,
and stronger trade and supply chain financing mechanisms. In ad-
dition, further enhancing the international network of global sup-
ply chains will help to ensure that goods continue to flow in the
face of disruptions. The global supply chain is the main artery of
the world economy and its smooth flow is the basis of economic
recovery.

Developing Asia has experienced many crises and dis-
asters and has always bounced back. Following the Asian financial
crisis, which severely hit the banking sector, the region adopted
painful but necessary regulatory reforms of its systemically im-
portant financial institutions. These reforms introduced vital re-
silience into the Asian banking system, enabling it to survive the
Global Financial Crisis a decade later. The COVID-19 pandemic
should give us similar inspiration - the more severe the crisis, the
greater the chances for reform and revitalization.

As we confront the new normal, a return to business as
usual looks unlikely and may not fully restore the economy. In-
stead, a unique revitalization in these areas can offset losses and

help realize developing Asia’s potential.
Chen is the Vice-President, Operations 1 Asian Development Bank
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Maximum value
for your wit
minimum hassle. @[}

Get quick and easy Gold & Silver loan with Fixed Interest p ] \
minimal interest rate and low processing fee rate for 1year &
with NIBL Instant Gold & Silver Loan e

AUl SrhlsCHUC A (e,
NEPAL INVESTMENT BANK LTD. This service is available at NIBL branches at Durbar Marg, Newroad,

Lagankhel, Boudha and Battisputali for a valid period of time.

WNIBL

Terms and conditions applied.
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