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Notes From The Editor

These three cities in Nepal is a cold stones. It is great only
in intrigue. With one who drinks water from cisterns, there is no
wisdom, nor is there courage. There are only intrigues. My wish is
to build my capital in Dahachwok. A King from the small state of
Gorkha, he had witnessed the intrigues and low moral standards of
the valley’s Vardar. It spooked him. Although he said them in an-
ger and frustration, the words of Nepal’s founder, Prithivi Narayan
Shah, in his Dibya Upadesh, are still relevant. In the last month,
Nepal has received high-level visitors from all over the world, in-
cluding India’s Foreign Secretary Vinay Mohan Kwatra. Stories of
intrigues dominated the positive outcomes.

Similarly, it was a historic and memorable event for Nepal
because it was also a part of the highly revered spiritual event of
Ayodhya, Rana Janmabhumi. Nepal offered a Saligram stone for
the construction of the Rama and Sita statue in Ayodhya. The stone
was chosen from the Holi River Kali Gandaki, which has many
connections with the Ramayana. Two large stones taken from the
river are millennia old and they had to travel hundreds of kilo-
meters to reach their destinations. As millions of Hindu devotees
from Nepal and India waved the stone with complete devotion,
Kathmandu-based media did not notice. Similarly, Nepal-India for-
eign secretary-level talks led to a significant breakthrough in power
trade. The Nepalese media was rife with conspiracy theories.

Similarly, the visit of USAID Administrator Samantha
Power was extremely beneficial to Nepal’s development. The visit
of European Union Commissioner Jutta Urpilainen was also very
significant. Even though we have several important issues to cov-
er this week, we have decided to cover Nepal-India relations as a
cover story following the visit of India’s foreign secretary Vinay
Mohan Kwatra. The visit of the EU’s commissioner and the presi-
dential elections are this week’s other topics.

g Aot

Keshab Poudel
Editor
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ARTICEL

Going, Going, Gone

Many years ago, after I reached London for
the first time, I saw at the Tottenham Court end of
Oxford Street, a small shop frontage displaying vari-
ous items with a SALE tag attached. At its side was
another shop with a crowd of people within. Won-
dering what was happening; I too ventured in and
saw an auctioneer at work. Holding an item in his hand, he
described it eloquently and asked for bids starting with Pound
One. Offers for the item were voiced from side to side and as
silence ensued after a little while the man pronounced, ‘Going,
going, gone’ and banged with a hammer the top of the table
in front of him. After seeing and hearing all this for a while I
suddenly found that I too had been ‘bitten by the bug’ or rather
auction fever. I made a bid for an item that the man displayed.
Someone in the crowd shouted his bid, then another and oth-
ers. As the auctioneer said ‘Any one top that’, I made a hefty
bid. There was silence for a couple of seconds and then his
voice announced, ‘Going, going, gone, to the gentleman in the
duffle coat in the corner there.” I had been enthused, attracted
and finally entrapped to obtain an item which I did not need.
What to do? I had been made a sucker. Some 15 years later
when I revisited the UK, I retraced my steps to the SALE shop
and also the auction centre I saw that both were still function-
ing in the same manner and in full bloom!

Coming back to this thread I have realised that this
has been going on in my whole life. At this old age of my life
I, and many other Nepali simpletons like me were enchanted
by the slogans, ‘Never again’ and ‘NO, NOT AGAIN’ as these
were bandied about during our recent elections. We voted for
the Gathbandans said to have a life of at least 15-20 years!
Within a matter of days what were said to be almost permanent
were torn apart by some unseen force and fell by the way-
side. There was a gnashing and grinding of teeth. Our aged
politicians who had been ‘ruling the roost’ with the expertise
developed over seven decades had outsmarted their own com-
patriots with a masterly stroke once again. Our Sukulgoondas,
well directed by their compatriots the carpetbaggers of phoren
shores had once again been outwitted! Sadly as Plato has said,
‘Those who are too smart to enter in politics are punished by
those who are dumber.” We the plain dumb witted Nepalis
are in for years of hardships ahead. What Edward R Murrow
foretold, ‘A nation of sheep will soon have a government of
wolves’ has happened to us.

Coming now to the context of the ‘No Not Again’
one can look at the context of monarchy in Nepal. It was as
I have written before. King Farouk of Egypt, who on being
shunted out of the kingship in 1953 by Muhammad Naguib
and Gamal Abdel Nasser leaders of the Free Officers Move-
ment, made a remark for posterity. His subtle comment ‘There
are only five kings in the world, four in the pack of cards and
one King of England’ is uncanny. Subsequently Naguib be-
came the first president of the Arab Republic of Egypt (Misr).

BY: HEMANG DIXIT

Cambodia is a country which has gone
through a very chequered history. From French Co-
lonial rule, monarchy, Khmer Rouge, communist re-
gime, a state during the years from 1970 to 1993, when

massive changes took place. Since then Cambodia

is a kingdom again. The main player in all this is
Norodom Sihanouk (1922-2012) who during the course of his
life served both as PM and King of the country. N.Sihanouk
was a multi-talented personality who during the course of his
life, did as Shakespeare was ‘A man who in his time plays
many parts’. Being really loved by the people he was also
referred to as: Samdech Euv meaning King Father. His parts
ranged from being a movie maker, premier, king and refugee.
His first rule was from 1941 to 1955. He abdicated to partici-
pate in elections and was succeeded by his father N. Saramit.
After his father died he became King in 1960 but was ousted
in 1970 and fled to China. He became king again in 1993 and
served in this capacity till 2004 when he was succeeded by his
son N. Sihamoni who is currently ruling Cambodia.

With the meetings, impending decisions and varied
announcements, one wonders the fate of us common Nepa-
lis. One knows that one needs to learn to walk before one can
run. Our current constitution was made without the consent of
the people. In reality the feedback received from the people
had been stuffed in the bags and cast aside without even being
looked at. How can this be termed a People’s Constitution
when a handful of chosen coterie scuttled the whole process
and passed it as per their interests? There is no doubt that the
existing crop of leaders, especially those after 1990 are all of
the same feathers and an inheritance which we need to clear
straight away. They have paid no heed to the one and only
rule that should have been uppermost in their minds and is that
the policy which all must follow is same whichever party is in
power. The bottom line is that national interest comes first.

The Rastriya Prajatantra Party’s finally succeeded in
making Prithvi Jayanti a national holiday as National Unity
Day. The scheme to do away with homage to PNS, imple-
mented by PM GPK in 1963 lasted for 16 years . Was it re-
moval a pre-requisite for RPP joining the government? Head
strong determination has brought this about. What about Ne-
pal being a Hindu Rastra with a Hindu monarch? This is a big
talking point in the House of Representatives. As we have not
yet seen the ending of ‘No Never’ and ‘Going, going, gone’
can we ever hope that ‘Coming, coming, welcome’ is ever go-
ing to be a reality? William Shakespeare said, ‘What a terrible
era in which idiots govern the blind’. Are we unfortunate ones
suffering thus?

The author is a retired medical doctor and writes fic-
tion under the pen name of Mani Dixit also. Website: www.
hdixit.org.np. Twitter: @manidixithd
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NEWSNOTES

German Parliamentary Delegation Meets PM Prachanda
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’
received a delegation from German-South Asian Parlia-

mentary Friendship Group led by Ms Renate Kiinast today.

According to PMO, discussion covered various
facets of the bilateral cooperation to further strengthening
Nepal-German relations.

Foreign Secretary Paudyal Discussed Various Facts Of
Bilateral Cooperation With German Parliamentary
Delegation

Foreign Secretary Bharat Raj Paudyal had a meet-
ing with a delegation from German-South Asian Parlia-
mentary Friendship Group led by Renate Kiinast today.
Discussion covered various facets of bilateral cooperation

to further strengthening Nepal-German relations.

A German Parliamentarian Delegation Visits Nepal
South-Asian Parliamentary Delegation from the
German Bundestag, the German House of Representatives,
is on a four-day official visit to Nepal from 19 to 22 Febru-
ary 2023.
The six-member parliamentary delegation com-
prises of parliamentarian Renate Kiinast, Andreas Larem,
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Paul Lehrieder, Ria Schroder, Dr. Malte Kaufmann and Dr.
André Hahn.

“This visit after the pandemic will further
strengthen parliamentary relations between Nepal and Ger-
many, contributing to the long-standing bilateral friendship
and cooperation that has lasted for more than 60 years,”
said Renate Kiinast, Head of the Delegation.

The delegation will discuss a wide range of topics,
including economic transformation of Nepal, tourism pro-
motion, Nepal’s peace process and human rights, women
empowerment, rules-based international order, agriculture
and regional cooperation as well as German-Nepali devel-
opment cooperation.

Themembers ofthe delegation met with Prime Min-
ister of Nepal Pushpa Kamal Dahal, Speaker of the House of
Representative Devraj Ghimire, Deputy Prime Minister and
Finance Minister BishnuPaudel, Minister for Agriculture
and Livestock Development Jwala Kumari Sah and Foreign
Secretary Bharat Raj Paudyal. The German parliamentary
delegation
also had
an interac-
tion pro-
gram with
members
of the
Federal
Parlia-
ment  of
Nepal.

Besides the official meetings, the parliamentary
delegation will also have an interaction with representa-
tives of German Development Cooperation, German NGOs
working in Nepal and human rights organisations. The Del-
egation also plans to visit ICIMOD Knowledge Park, Ne-
pal Vocational Academy and the Nepal Secretariat of Skills
and Training (NSST). A visit to the rich cultural heritage
of Bhaktapur and Bauddhanath is also planned during the
four-day visit to Nepal.

French Ambassador Paid A Courtesy Call On PM
Prachanda

Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal "Prachan-
da’ received the
French Ambas-
sador to Nepal
Gilles Bourbao.

Accord-
ing to Prime Min-
ister’s Office, dis-
cussions covered
various facets of |




the bilateral cooperation to further strengthen Nepal-France
relations.

India Gifted 200 Pieces of Kidney Dialysis Machines To
Nepal

India has handed over the 200 pieces of Kidney
Dialysis Machines to the Nepal government.

In a ceremony, Indian Ambassador to Nepal Nabin
Shrivastava handed over the machines to the Ministry for
Health and Population Padam Giri.

According to Embassy of India’s twitter, these are
part of 200 KDMs that India is gifting Nepal to augment its
health infrastructure

UN Organized A Panel Discussion On Protecting And
Promoting Human Rights Of Youth In Migration

The United Nations in Nepal together with IOM,
UNESCO, UNV and Directorate General for European
Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (DG
ECHO) organized a panel discussion to bring forth the is-
sues faced by youth in migration and advocate for protec-
tion issues to promote their human rights.

The panel discussion titled “Youth in Migration
- Protecting and Promoting Human Rights” brought togeth-
er representatives from UN agencies, EU, National Youth
Council, Foreign Employment Board Secretariat, National
Human Rights Commission, academia, and private sectors
among others to understand ways to address the challeng-
es faced by youth in countries of destination and delineate
ways to promote safe, orderly, and dignified migration, se-
curing human rights of the youth.

Evidence from various studies shows that youth
migrant workers are particularly vulnerable to exploitation.
They experience maltreatment by unscrupulous employers;
and they suffer isolation, sub-standard working conditions,
non-payment of wages, and the threat of being reported to
the authorities and deported to their countries of origin.

Speaking at the event the, the UN Resident Coor-
dinator a.i. Mr. Robert Kasca said “More than 2.1 million

NEWSNOTES

Nepalese people are currently abroad for employment or
education. Their remittances contribute to 25 % of Nepal’s
GDP. But this does not come without a price. Today, we are
here to bring our partners together to discuss and identify
how we can jointly protect and realise the human rights of
migrants, particularly youngmigrants.”

The half day event allowed for youth to discuss
and share their experiences in relation to human rights and
returnee or aspiring migrants.

“When I returned to Nepal from India during
COVID-19 lockdown due to job loss, IOM supported me
with re-integration that gave me hope. With the support, I
was able to start a beauty parlor. It helped me to gain my
economic independence. I would like to strongly request
for reintegration support for the returnee migrants who are
in need.” sharedMs. Anju Bishwakarma, a Returnee Mi-
grant from Province 1.

This panel discussion aimed to give a voice to-
the challenges face by youth while migrating to destination
countries and pave a way forward to enable them to access
their rights, both abroad and at home.

“National Youth Council is engaged in building
skills of youth in support of private sectors. The unskilled

youth are vulnerable to exploitation, in the country and also
in country of destination. Thus, we are focusing on increas-
ing their skill and capacity and reducing their vulnerabili-
ty to exploitation. We are seeking support and partnership
with range of stakeholders in our effort to protect and pro-
mote human rights of youth.” Said Mr. Ramakanta Sharma,
Member Secretary, National Youth Council

This event was organized as part of ‘Commemo-
ration of the 75th Anniversary Year of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights’ and part of the ‘Effective case
management by strengthening isolation centers and ground
crossing points management for rapid response and prepar-
edness against COVID-19’ project funded by DG — ECHO.

Germany Supports Nepal With 1.5 Million COVID Vac-
cines Ghrough COVAX
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he vaccine support from Germany through the
COVAX partnership will contribute to the Government of
Nepal’s efforts to continue vaccinating people across the
country

Germany has just handed over more than 1.5 mil-

lion doses of Pfizer-BioNTech’s bivalent COVID-19 vac-
cine to Nepal through the COVAX Facility. The Ambassa-
dor of Germany to Nepal, Dr Thomas Prinz, presented the
vaccines to the Honorable Minister for Health and Popula-
tion Mr Padam Giri at the Ministry earlier today in the pres-
ence of UNICEF Representative to Nepal Ms Elke Wisch
and WHO Representative to Nepal Dr. Rajesh Sambhajirao
Pandav.

“From the beginning of this pandemic Germany
has supported the people of Nepal and has advocated for
multilateral solutions like COVAX and ACT-Accelerator.
Vaccines are the key in the fight against this pandemic and
I am delighted to hand over today vaccines that were in-
vented in Germany. With this delivery the German support
reaches more than 5.6 million Doses,” said Ambassador Dr
Prinz. “Nepal is one of the top 10 countries worldwide to
receive vaccine support from Germany.”

Although the number of COVID-19 infections in
Nepal is relatively low at present, experts remain concerned
about potential new surges in the days to come. So far, over
82 per cent of the total population has been vaccinated, with
9,083,976 having received booster shots (Until Feb 7 2023).

“In light of rising COVID-19 infections in dif-
ferent countries around the world, we are keen to continue
administering booster shots and expand protection to more
people across Nepal,” said Honorable Minister for Health
and Population Mr Padam Giri. “This generous assistance
from Germany comes at a crucial time to support our vac-
cination efforts.”

Germany was one of the founding members of the
Country Coordinating Mechanism Access to COVID-19
Tools Accelerator (ACT-Accelerator) in April 2020 and re-
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mains its second-largest donor, with contributions totalling
3.3 billion euro so far. Germany has donated and delivered
approximately 120 million doses since the start of the pan-
demic — the majority of them through COVAX.

The COVAX Facility is part of the ACT-Acceler-
ator, and brings together several key partners such as Gavi,
the Vaccine Alliance, WHO and UNICEEF to ensure efficient
and equitable global allocation of COVID-19 vaccines.

UNICEF Representative to Nepal Ms Elke Wisch
thanked the Government and people of Germany for con-
tributing these life-saving vaccines to Nepal. “Germany
has been a generous partner in not just ensuring access to
COVID-19 vaccines but also in supporting Nepal to pro-
cure cold-chain equipment to ensure safe delivery of these
doses to communities,” Wisch said.

UN Launched National Gender Equality Program

“Empowered Women, Prosperous Nepal”
(Shashakta Mahila, Sambridhha Nepal) will contribute
to the full realization of human rights and agency of
Nepalese women, girls and people of diverse genders

The Government of Nepal, the Delegation of
the European Union in Nepal and the United Nations
launched a four-year joint programme to advance gender
equality and contribute to the empowerment of women
and girls to realize the national vision of a prosperous
and happy Nepal (vision 2030).

Honourable Minister for Women, Children and
Senior Citizens, Ms. Bhagwati Chaudhary, the Director
for the Middle East, Asia and Pacific at the Directo-
rate-General for International Partnerships of the Euro-
pean Commission, Mr Peteris Ustubs and Elke Wisch,
UNICEF Representative to Nepal on behalf of the UN

Resident Coordinator and the UN team, jointly launched
the programme at a ceremony held in Patan today. The
event was attended by representatives from the Govern-
ment of Nepal, Heads of agencies of the United Nations,
Head of Missions/Ambassadors of development partners



and EU Member States, and civil society organizations.

“Empowering women is crucial for the pros-
perity of Nepal. In the 21st century, we must strive to
eliminate discrimination against women and girls. We
are honored to be a part of the collaborative effort be-
tween the EU and UN agencies towards this goal,” said
Chaudhary, Honourable Minister for Women, Children
and Senior Citizens.

The programme, titled “Empowered Women
Prosperous Nepal” (Shashakta Mahila, Sambridhha Ne-
pal) ultimately seeks to strengthen equal rights and op-
portunities for women and men by engaging with men
and boys, families, and communities to exhibit more
gender-equitable behaviors, as well as support for posi-
tive social and gender norms that promote Gender Equal-
ity and Women’s Empowerment (GEWE), resulting in
increased agency and voice of women and girls.

“Nepal is at a strategic crossroad- with a recent,
strong and democratic constitution bringing a very am-
bitious reform to a federal system, and at the verge of
graduating from Least Developed status. And these two
important milestones for Nepal’s development rest on
Nepal’s capacity to use its potential to the fullest, which
means using all hands and all hearts to the betterment of
the country. Nepal has not only the opportunity, but the
necessity, to count on all of its people, including women
and men in all their diversity to make these ambitions
happen,” said Director Peteris Ustubs.

The programme aims at addressing the formal
and informal barriers to development that women and
girls face in Nepal. It will also acknowledge the inter-
secting vulnerabilities, formal and informal forces that
combine to leave half of Nepal’s vital forces behind and
ensure that women, men, girls, and boys, in all their di-
versity, have equal access to economic, labor, and social
rights.

“Women and girls account for half of Nepal’s
population and represent half of the country’s poten-
tial to realize a prosperous and happy Nepal! The Con-
stitution of Nepal commits to equal opportunity and
protection for women and girls. It will take a ‘whole
of society’ approach — with government at all levels,
civil society, private sector and development partners
working together — to achieve this great aspiration.”
said Ms Wisch. “With men and boys at the forefront
to tackling the social norms that continue to drive dis-
crimination against women and girls, and joining ef-
forts to promote gender equality in their families and
communities, together we can create a more inclusive
and equal society.”

The program, with a total budget of US$19.5
million, will be jointly implemented by four UN agen-
cies (ILO, UNFPA, UNICEF, UN Women), in three
provinces, namely Madhesh, Karnali and Sudurpaschim
from 2023 to 2026 in collaboration with federal, provin-

NEWSNOTES

cial and local governments. The programme has been
designed following an in-depth situation analysis and
extensive consultations with wide range of government
bodies, civil society organizations and other stakehold-
ers.

Scientists And Researchers Called For The Equal
Participation And Leadership Of Women And Girls
In Science

Scientists and researchers in Nepal have called
for the equal participation and leadership of women and

girls in science and technology to address the greatest
challenges facing Nepal today.

UNESCO and the United Nations Entity for
Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN
Women) commemorated the 8th International Day for
Women and Girls in Science, with a dialogue on, “Lead-
ership of Women and Girls in Science”.

In Nepal, for every four men employed in pro-
fessional, scientific and technical activities, there is only
one woman. The lack of effective participation in STEM
education and careers is not just a loss for women and
girls, but a missed opportunity for the communities, and
nations to find sustainable solutions to common prob-
lems.

Speaking at the event, Honorable Minister of
Women, Children and Senior Citizens Bhagwati Chaud-
hary shared, “If given the opportunity, women are like-
ly to thrive. We need to ensure that we have at least 33
per cent representation of women in all sectors including
government bodies, development agencies, political rep-
resentation and private sectors. The government needs to
incorporate this in the policies and ensure its implemen-
tation, so that we have more women and girls in leader-
ship.”

Navanita Sinha, Head of Office a.i. of UN Wom-
en Nepal shared, “I urge everyone to stand together, in
our collective struggle to smash stereotypes, defy gender
bias, and defeat discrimination that holds women and
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girls back in science.”

Michael Croft, the UNESCO Representative to
Nepal added, “As we look around at our world, and see
the discord and disharmony, we understand something is
wrong, something is not in balance. We are missing the
contribution and leadership of women and girls in so many
areas, and science is no exception. Our sustainable devel-
opment, our very future depends on what we do to promote
and ensure the participation of women and girls in science.”

The panelists — Nawa Raj Dhakal, Acting Ex-
ecutive Director at Alternative Energy Promotion Centre,
Ministry of Energy, Water Resources and Irrigation, Nuva
Rai, Programme Officer at National Indigenous Women Fo-
rum, and Dr TistaPrasai Joshi, Senior Researcher at Nepal
Academy of Science and Technology — called for action
from the government, international development partners,
and civil society to:

Include more indigenous women and girls in re-
search honoring the fact that indigenous women are reposi-
tories of knowledge on land, environment, and biodiversity.

Increase investment for women and girls to pursue
education in STEM.

Break harmful gender norms prevalent within
families, communities and formal structures that prevent
women and girls from pursuing and leading careers in sci-
ence and technology.

In her keynote remarks, Pramila Devi Bajracha-
rya, Secretary of Science, Ministry of Education, Science
and Technology emphasized that science and technology
are the primary tools for prosperity in society and we need
to amplify the voices and participation of women in STEM.
Additionally, Rameshwor Prasad Yadav, Deputy Secre-
tary General, Nepal National Commission for UNESCO
stressed that social structures have prevented women from
realizing their full potential- a woman can be anything, in-
cluding a scientist, a social scientist, or scientist at home in
his closing remarks.

Gender equality and the empowerment of women
and girls is crucial not only for economic development, but
also to meeting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment.

The United Nations General Assembly adopted
the resolution 70/212 on 22 December 2015 and declared-
February 11 as the International Day of Women and Girls
in Science. The resolution reaffirmed the importance of
gender equality and women participation in the policies,
programmes and decision making related to the Sustainable
Development Goals. It further recognized the crucial role
and contribution of women and girls in science, technology
and innovations.

South Korea Wants To Extend Economic Support To
Nepal: Special Envoy Sung Min JANG

As Nepal and Republic of Korea are going to
celebrate their 50 Anniversary of the establishment of
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diplomatic relations a high level government delegation
from Republic of Korea visited Nepal.

Special envoy of ROK Sung Min JANG also
paid a courtesy call on Foreign Minister Dr. Bimala Rai
Paudyal. According to Ministry of Foreign Affairs, dis-
cussions were held on various areas of bilateral and mul-
tilateral cooperation during the meeting.

Lauding the close relationship maintained by
the two countries, Minister Dr. Paudyal asked the RoK
to cooperate with Nepal in the fields of education, health,
tourism, Buddhism and cultural exchanges, according to
a press statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The delegation is scheduled to meet Prime Min-
ister Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ before wrapping
up its visit to Nepal on Tuesday.

Special Envoy of the President of the Repub-
lic of Korea (RoK) Jang Sung Min visited Nepal. After
meeting high officials, he addressed a press conference.
He called for further strengthening bilateral relations
based on goodwill, friendship and mutual cooperation

(VTN O
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between Nepal and South Korea.

“Nepal and South Korea are going to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations next year. Against this backdrop, we have come
here to discuss how enhance the economic cooperation
between the two countries in the next 50 years,” said
Jang at a press meet.

A high-level team led by Jang arrived in Kath-
mandu on Sunday with the aim of consolidating the bi-
lateral ties between the two friendly nations and expand-
ing the area of cooperation.

Nepal and Republic of Korea had established
their diplomatic relations on May 15, 1974 and RoK has
been providing support to Nepal in various areas health,
education, local development and technical education.

Stating that the President of the RoK wanted to
extend economic support to Nepal in order to help boost
the latter’s economy by bolstering bilateral relations in



the next 50 years, he said that the two nations could have
powerful partnerships in economic and cultural fields.

“I believe that Nepal’s economy will get a boost
if we are able to strengthen economic cooperation signif-
icantly through government-to-government level as the
RoK has become the 10th economic super power in the
last 70 years,” Jang said.

“There are many commonalties between Ne-
pal and South Korea. So, the relations between the two
countries are getting consolidated through promoting
exchanges at the government-to-government and peo-
ple-to-people levels,” he said.

The RoK has been extending its development
cooperation to Nepal since 1976. It provides two types of
grants, including aids and technical cooperation to Ne-
pal through the Korea International Cooperation Agency
(KOICA).

According to him, the tourism sector also holds
potentials for cementing bilateral relations and contrib-
uting to economic development as many Korean tourists
want to visit Nepal in their lifetime.

“When I return home, I will work for the en-
hancement of the tourism sector of Nepal by sending
more Koreans. Nepal is an important place to visit as it
is home to Mount Everest, Lumbini and rich culture,”
he said.

He added that the government of Korea has been
receiving Nepali workers through the EPS (Employment
Permit System) with high priority because they are hon-
est and hardworking. “Nepali workers in Korea are not
only contributing to the economic development of Nepal
but also helping the Korean economy,” he said.

He assured that the government of Korea would
receive more workforce from Nepal with Korean em-
ployers showing their interest in providing jobs to Ne-
palis.

Around 80,000 Nepalis have so far gone to the
RoK through EPS. Currently, above 40,000 Nepalis are
working in different parts of South Korea.

Ambassador to RoK to Nepal Park Chong-suk
also presented at the press meet.

Japan Hands Over A Childbirth Center In Dang Dis-
trict

The Government of Japan handed over a Child-
birth Center in Ghorahi Municipality, Dang District Ki-
kuta Yutaka, Ambassador of Japan to Nepal, attended the
ceremony.

Under the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Hu-
man Security Projects (GGP) of

the Japanese government, the project to con-
struct the Childbirth Center and install

medical equipment run by the Family Planning
Association of Nepal (FPAN) was

supported with USD 91,920 (approximately

NEWSNOTES
NPR 10 million).
On this occasion, Ambassador Kikuta congratu-
lated and appreciated the efforts
of everyone involved in the project. He em-
phasized that children are the hope for the future of this
country. Thus, taking care of them and their mothers is an
essential responsibility for society as a whole. The new-
ly constructed, earthquake-resistant, and well-equipped
center will greatly benefit families and the community

by providing safe delivery and proper pre- and post-natal
care and services.

Ambassador Kikuta said that 2022 was the
120th year since Nepal dispatched

its first eight students to Japan for their study.
He expressed his pleasure to celebrate the completion
of the project in February 2023 in the same spirit of this
wonderful anniversary. He added that he hoped that the
results of this project would contribute greatly to the de-
velopment of child and maternal health care in Nepal and
to further exchanges between the two countries.

Established in 1959, FPAN provides family
planning services, including

gynecological services, counseling, HIV/AIDS
testing and treatment, throughout the country through its
headquarters and 31 branches.

The Embassy believes that this support for a
Childbirth Center will both help the mothers and babies
attending the center and further strengthen the friendship
between the people of Japan and Nepal.

GGP was established to implement projects di-
rectly benefiting people at the

grassroots level for community socio-economic
development. Since 1991, over 200 GGP projects have
been implemented in Nepal.
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Nepal And The World Bank Launch Water Sector Govern-
ance And Infrastructure Support Project

The Water Sector Governance and Infrastructure Sup-
port Project was jointly launched today by the Honorable Minister
of Water Supply, Abdul Khan and World Bank Country Director
for Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka, Faris Hadad-Zervos.

The $100 million project, of which $80 million is fi-
nanced by the World Bank and $20 million from government
counterpart funding, will help Nepal improve the delivery of wa-
ter and sanitation services and promote integrated water resourc-
es management. Aligned with Nepal’s federalism principles, the
six-year project puts the municipalities at the forefront of project
planning and implementation with a focus on strengthening ser-
vice delivery and institutional capacities.

“In the context of climate change and federalism, de-
livering improved water supply and sanitation services and inte-
grated water resources management are critical for economic and
social progress. Strengthening sector governance and capacity at
the federal, provincial, and local levels to improve institutional
and regulatory reforms will be the key drivers to achieve this,”
stated Abdul Khan, Minister of Water Supply. “The project com-
plements the Government of Nepal’s existing programs in transi-
tioning the sector service delivery to the municipalities as provid-
ed for under the Local Governance Operation Act 2017.”

T he
| project will be
- implemented in
six  municipali-
ties of two prov-
inces: Birendran-
agar and Sharada
municipalities
in Karnali Prov-
ince; and Dipayal
Silgadhi,  Bar-
| dogoria, Joshi-

pur, and Janaki
municipalities in Sudurpashchim Province. Both the provinces
have low access to water supply and sanitation services, and a
higher incidence of poverty, and are vulnerable to climate change.
“This project will help promote green, resilient, and
inclusive water supply and sanitation services to over 400,000
people while providing employment opportunities and skills
training to women in the water and sanitation sector,” stated Faris
Hadad-Zervos, World Bank Country Director for Maldives, Ne-
pal, and Sri Lanka. “With our continued collaboration with the de-
velopment partners and the private sector, the World Bank looks
forward to supporting the Government of Nepal in strengthening
federalism through improved capacity in delivering water and
sanitation services to targeted local communities.”

The project agreement for the Water Sector Govern-
ance and Infrastructure Support Project was signed in July 2022
by the Government of Nepal and the World Bank.

New ADBL CEO Assumes Office

Newly appointed Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
Agricultural Development Bank Limited (ADBL) Govind Gu-
rung has assumed office responsibility.
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Suman Dahal, acting chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors, administered the oath of office and secrecy to the newly ap-
pointed CEO Gurung.

Based on the recommendation of the sub-committee
formed to recommend the candidates for the appointment of
Chief Executive Officer from the Board of Directors of ADBL,
the Board of Directors has appointed Gurung as the CEO of the
bank for a period of four years on Saturday.

The CEO selection sub-committee chose the names
of five people from among the 22 who had applied for the post
of CEO. vFrom the presentation and interview, the selection
sub-committee recommended the names of three persons to the
bank’s Board of Directors. The Board of Directors appointed Gu-
rung as the CEO of the bank from among the three persons rec-
ommended by the selection sub-committee.

The newly appointed CEO Gurung has a long experi-
ence in the banking sector, having previously served as the Chief
Executive Officer in Civil Bank and Citizens Bank, Myanmar,
according to a press statement of ADBL.

In addition, the newly appointed CEO Gurung called
a staff meeting in the presence of the Deputy General Managers,
Heads of Departments of all the departments and took informa-
tion about the overall activities of the bank and gave instructions
to forward the departmental work in a more robust manner by
understanding the changing banking market in the days ahead.

Jazeera Airways To Resume Flights From Bhairahawa

The Jazeera Airways is resuming its flight to Kuwait
from Bhairahawa starting from March 9.

Bhishma Prasad Neupane, Chairman of Siddhartha
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI), said that Amit Na-
garath, commercial manager of Jazeera Airways Nepal office, has
informed them that the Airways will resume flights from Bhaira-
hawa on March 9.

In addition to the SCCI, Nepal Travels and Tours As-
sociation
(NATTA),
Lumbini,
had  been
holding
discussion
with the Ja-
zeera  and
lobbying for
resuming
flights.
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Jazeera had started international flights from 16 May,
2022, the day when the Gautam Buddha International Airport was
inaugurated and continued it till 18 December, during with it has
154 take off and similar number of landing; 13,593 passengers
had flown while 18,025 landed in the period.

However, the airways had suspended its flights in the
pretext of weather since December 18 as there is no installing of
Instrumental Landing System due to India’s apathy.

Deal signed for safe water services thru tech sharing

Nepal’s Diyalo Technologies has signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) with Janalal, India’s leading safe
water services platform, to focus on the challenges of drinking
water sector through technology sharing.

Janajal is engaging in digitising the water treatment and
last mile delivery of safe water through technology, Diyalo said
in a statement.

Along with the MOU, it has been agreed to cooper-
ate strategically and commercially to solve the challenges in the
drinking water sector of Nepal and India through the exchange
and integration of their respective technologies.

P.R. Khanal, Founder and CEO of Diyalo and JanaJal’s
Founder and CEO, Dr. Parag Agarwal signed the MOU on behalf
of their respective organisations.

As per the MOU, JanaJal will support the expansion of
the smart
water man-
agement
system/
assets man-
agement
Ssystem
developed
by Diyalo
Technol-
ogies  in
the Indian
market,
while Di-
yalo will support the expansion of JanaJal’s water ATMs and
“Water on Wheels’ in Nepal.

“In addition to this, it has also been agreed to conduct
various training programmes in Nepal and India and to exchange
their experiences and best practices in technology implementation
to help improve access to safe drinking water,” read the statement.

Diyalo has developed I0T-enabled web-based soft-
ware, mobile application and water intelligence system in the area
of financial good governance, water quality monitoring, compli-
ance and regulation, water leakage measurement, customer ex-
perience enrichment, assets managements, water production and
distribution automation in order to effectively manage water util-
ities, improve their sustainability in order to ensure the right of
people on safe drinking water services.

These technologies have helped utilities for maintain-
ing transparency, good governance, increased revenue, reduced
cost, and improved quality, better customer relationship. It has
digitised about 700 utilities in Nepal so far, and is preparing for
the launch in international market including India.

D DiyALo I:\NATAL‘
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Similarly, JanaJal operates more than 800 water ATMs
and existing Water Treatment Plants across India that are remote-
ly monitored through their proprietary IOT technology platform
called JJSUITE.

COVID-19’s Impact On South Asia’s Youth Could Last Gen-
erations

The COVID-19 pandemic derailed development and
caused a massive collapse in human capital for millions of chil-
dren and young people across South Asia, according to a new
World Bank analysis of data for people who were under the age
of 25 at the onset of the pandemic.

Human capital—the knowledge, skills, and health that
people accumulate over their lives—is key to unlocking a child’s
potential and enabling countries to achieve a resilient recovery
and strong future growth. Yet, the pandemic shuttered schools and
places of employment and disrupted key services that protect and
promote human capital, such as healthcare and job training.

The new report, Collapse and Recovery: How COVID
Eroded Human Capital and What to Do About It presents the first
comprehensive analysis of global data on the pandemic’s impacts
on young people at key developmental stages: early childhood
(0-5 years), school age (6-14 years), and youth (15-24 years). It
finds that in South Asia, today’s students could lose up to 14.4
percent of their future earnings due to COVID-19-induced educa-
tion shocks. The cognitive deficit in today’s toddlers could trans-
late into a 25 percent decline in earnings when these children are
adults.

“The pandemic shut down schools, decimated jobs, and
plunged vulnerable families into crisis, pushing millions of South
Asia’s children and young people off-track and depriving them of
opportunities to flourish,” said Martin Raiser, World Bank Vice
President for South Asia. “Action to recover from losses in human
capital is critical and examples from the region show that this is
possible at relatively low cost if governments act fast.”

In South Asia, between April 1,2020 and March 31,
2022, schools were fully or partially closed for 83 percent of the
time—significantly longer than the global average of schools be-
ing closed for 52 percent of that same period. Among school aged
children, on average, for every 30 days of school closures, students
lost about 32 days of learning. This is because school closures
and ineffective
remote learn-
ing measures
caused students
to miss out on
learning  and
to also forget 4
what they had
already learned.
As a result,
learning pover-
ty — already 60
percent before
the pandemic — has increased further, with an estimated 78 per-
cent of 10-year-olds in South Asia unable to read and understand
a simple written text.
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Moves And Counter Moves

Despite the five-party alliance winning
most seats and Nepali Congress(NC) emerging as
the largest party in the House of Representatives
and its President Deuba seen almost on the verge
of becoming Prime Minister for the sixth time,
last minute decision of Prachanda to break the alliance and
side with Oli deprived Deuba and NC of countless oppor-
tunities . This ostensibly sudden and dramatic move is also
said to have deprived very senior NC leader Ramachandra
Poudyal of the opportunity to become President of Nepal.
It was said that Maoist Chair had made up his mind to sup-
port Poudyal for the post of President provided NC agreed
to let him become the Prime Minister first. The Deubas’ re-
fusal, despite some NC leaders’ suggestion not to do so, did
not take much time for Parchand to move towards Oli who
was doing serious homework to rope in influential leaders
of different parties including
the Maoist Chief.Indeed,UMI
Chief Oli was desperately
waiting to extend a red-carpet
welcome to Prachanda and the
two adversaries wasted not
much time in becoming po-
litical friends one more time,
announcing formation of a
new alliance and that the gov-
ernment to be formed would
be headed by the Chair of the
Maoist Centre. Post-election
scenario was very fluid with news of meetings happening
between leaders of different parties and serious differences
and disputes amongst leaders both at the inter and intra party
level. People were in know of talks between Oli and senior
leaders of Maoist Centre and the possibility of NC and UML
joining hands to form a government was also not complete-
ly ruled out. It was very well known that while Prachanda
was having several rounds of meeting with Prime Minister
Deuba ,some senior Maoist leaders were engaged in serious
dialogue with Oli.As expected by many, the five-party elec-
toral alliance fell apart. It is very difficult to say what made
Deuba become so confident that Prachanda and Oli could
never come together and no one can stop NC/him from head-
ing the next government. Oli’s success in roping in a large
number of elected member of the HOR representing different
parties,Parchanda’s flexibility\alertness and Deuba’s greed
and inappropriate assessment of the prevailing political flu-
idity, created a new political equation, throwing buckets of
ice-cold water on Deuba on chilling winter days of Decem-
ber 2022.Deuba was clearly outsmarted by Oli as a result
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BY: DR. TILAK RAWAL

Beyond doubt, political situation in the coun-
try has continued to remain instable and the trio’s
(Deuba,Oli and Prachanda) post-election acts seem to
have contributed towards enhancing political fluidity.
The major beneficiary of this political chaos has been
Deuba who has not only succeeded in quietening his
opponents within the party but has made considerable
headway in bringing Prachanda back to him. A mas-
ter manipulator, Deuba, cannot be behind the other
two, which is shown by his untiring efforts to push the
two adversaries-turned-friends apart.

of which NC not only failed to form a government
in Kathmandu but also in provinces where it would
have been adequately represented had the alliance
with Prachanda not broken. In addition, the party
also lost the opportunity of having its lion’s share
in appointments of its followers to different attractive posi-
tions. This colossal loss of opportunity has understandably
angered NC well-wishers, who find Deuba’s self-centered
acts as the reasons for the uncomfortable situation that the
party got in.More than blaming Prachanda, NC leaders and
followers held Deuba’s rigid miscalculated stance and greed
for power for the creation of this unpleasant situation.Fur-
ther,with leaders, especially those belonging to Shekhar Koi-
rala faction, openly criticizing Deuba for not being able to
retain the five-party alliance, it seemed NC president would
have tough time in the party and would have very little to
put forth in defense of his acts.
Surprisingly,however,Deuba
did not remain quite for long
and began to make moves.
Deuba started by
assuring his followers that
NC would soon come back to
power and also advised them
not to offend Prachanda much.
He was probably not wrong in
seeing the possibility of Pra-
chanda, who abandoned him
breaking the five-party alli-
ance, getting back to him over time, leaving the seven-party
alliance.NC followers and many observers in the beginning
took Deuba’s utterances nothing more than an attempt to as-
suage their anger but people became little serious when he
decided to give the vote of confidence to Prachanda. Albeit
controversial, NC’s decision to vote in favour of confidence
motion on January 10 drew serious attention of many people
including Oli who observed that NC was trying to create a
rift in the seven-party alliance. Indeed, a shift in Prachan-
da’s stance on some important issues such as election of the
new president and reported differences with Oli pertaining
to inclusion in the Cabinet of some politicians have begun to
attract serious attention of people.Deuba and Dahal seem to
be rightfully thinking that concentrating major power in the
hands of one party (Oli-led UML) could be fearfully risky.
Moreover, Dahal is not wrong in believing that if both posts
(speaker and president) went to the UML, it would be dif-
ficult for him to run the government. Ouster of Rabi Lam-
ichhane as home minister, whose election to the HOR was
invalidated by the Supreme Court on citizenship issue, and



his party’s decision to quit the government seem to have fur-
ther widened the differences between the two alliance lead-
ers. While Oli was totally in favour of getting Rabi back to
his original position in the government after the issuance of
citizenship certificate to him, Prime Minister Dahal main-
tained that he should remain out pending resolution of some
other issues legally registered against him. It would be inter-
esting to see whether the two top leaders will remain solid-
ly behind him in his bid to get reelected from Chitawan- 2
where by-election will be held soon.Deuba-led NC has also
succeeded in bringing down the UML-led government in
Far West, using Nagarik Unmukti Party (NUP) lawmakers
who did not support the confidence
motion placed by the government
there. An NC —led government is in
place there but nobody can say how
long this government will continue
because the current alliance seems to
be doing everything possible to pla-
cate NUP leaders. A six-month jail
term imposed on one of LUP federal
lawmakers who was found guilty of
setting ablaze a tractor years ago but
was absconding until February 2 when he was finally arrest-
ed, has been waived off. It would be interesting to see the
winner in this political game at Kailali. Beyond doubt, polit-
ical situation in the country has continued to remain instable
and the trio’s (Deuba,Oli and Prachanda) post-election acts
seem to have contributed towards enhancing political fluid-
ity. The major beneficiary of this political chaos has been
Deuba who has not only succeeded in quietening his oppo-
nents within the party but has made considerable headway in
bringing Prachanda back to him. A master manipulator, Deu-
ba, cannot be behind the other two, which is shown by his
untiring efforts to push the two adversaries-turned-friends
apart. People have no serious objection to these very famil-
iar moves but their only prayer to these great leaders of our
country is that their moves should not be at the cost of our
ailing economy and wellbeing of people of Nepal.

Like in other parts of the world, high cost of living
have inflicted injury on people of Nepal, too but unlike peo-
ple elsewhere Nepalis have not taken to the street in protest.
Not even an iota of improvement is seen in the economy
as the current dispensation has not been able to arrest its
deterioration. Revenue generated was not able to meet the
recurrent expenditure towards the end of Deuba’s fifth stint
as prime minister, which is still continuing. According to in-
formation available from the Auditor General’s Office, gov-
ernment expenditure has exceeded income by more than Rs.
100 billion. Likewise, actual flow of foreign loan and grant
has also remained unsatisfactory. Against a foreign loan and
grant target of about Rs.298 billion, only 11.61 percent of it
has been actualized in the six months of this fiscal year.

Finance Minister Bishnu Poudyal has confessed
that the economy, which he inherited some two months ago,
is not in good shape and the targets set on different fronts by

Leaders of this country have more
important things to pay attention to and
they are seen engaged in making moves and
counter moves, currently focusing on pres-
ident election, to protect their interest. It
should, however, not be too much to expect
Bishnu Poudyal to find time to immediately
do something to ameliorate the condition of
relief-seeking farmers and consumers. You do
not have the luxury of time.
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the earlier government are unachievable. Through the mid-
term review, he reduced the budget size for the current fiscal
year by 14 percent. Primary allocation on recurrent and cap-
ital expenditure has been trimmed to Rs.1021.92 billion and
Rs.313.5 billion, respectively. Realizing the negative impact
on revenue collection of import regulation and economic
slowdown, revenue collection target of Rs.1403 billion has
also been slashed to Rs.1244 billion. This act of Poudyal is
not unusual in that his predecessors also took the liberty of
slashing the budgetary targets during half yearly reviews,
but the huge cut this time has caused concern that Poudyal
should have put all his efforts into
budget execution instead of going
for this kind of slash. Hope he is not
just trying to play safe, trimming tar-
gets fixed earlier and does not repeat
the mistake of his predecessor (Ja-
nardan Sharma) who wasted lots of
time formulating and getting the re-
placement bill passed by the House.
All of us are unanimous that Nepal
has to embark upon a steady process
of reducing our fearful trade deficit, which can be effected
through increasing internal production, starting with basic
items such as edibles the production of which can be sub-
stantially increased in the very short run. Production, how-
ever, could decline in a situation where farmers are seen at
different places throwing their produces on roads due to lack
of market. However paradoxical it may sound, the existing
reality is that farmers are offered prices that do not even cov-
er the cost of production of their produces and consumers in
urban areas have to pay exorbitant prices for the same.

The Duo (Prachanda,Poudyal) may wish to
pay some attention to different provisions that Govern-
ment of India has made in its federal budget for the year
2023\2024,which was made public on February 1,2023.The
point of concern for us should be that the budget has made
encouraging provisions for small and medium enterprises
and more than 100 million farmers will be given Rs. 2.2 lakh
crores cash grant, which will contribute towards making pro-
duces there all the more cheaper. If timely measures are not
initiated in Nepal, land under agricultural crops will further
decrease and reliance on import to meet our consumption
requirement will further accelerate. Leaders of this country
have more important things to pay attention to and they are
seen engaged in making moves and counter moves, current-
ly focusing on president election, to protect their interest. It
should, however, not be too much to expect Bishnu Poudyal
to find time to immediately do something to ameliorate the
condition of relief-seeking farmers and consumers. You do
not have the luxury of time.

Dr.Rawal is a former governor of NRB
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Presidential Election

Nepalese political leaders are divided over who should be the country’s next president.

By A CORRESPONDENT"

rime Minister Pushpa Ka-
Pmal Dahal Prachanda has

paid frequent and regular
visits to UML leader KP Shar-
ma Oli’s residence over the past
month, and Oli has reciprocated.
As the Election Commission has
set March 9, Prachanda and Oli
are trying to build a consensus on
candidates.

As the election date for
the new President approaches,
PM Prachanda and UML leader
Oli are attempting to bury their
differences over the candidate,
which is widening.

Voting Structure

The new president will

be elected by the members of the
Federal Parliament and the Pro-
vincial Legislatures. There are a
total of 884 votes which include
275 House of Representatives
members, 59 National Assem-
bly members, and 550 Provincial
Members from seven provinces.

As with national politics,
no single party now has a clear
majority to elect the President.
Only a coalition of more than two
parties can make a victory in the
elections.

Out of 275 members of
the House of Representatives
(165 FPTP and 110 PR), the
Nepali Congress 89, the CPN-
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UML 78, the Maoist Center 32,
the Rastriya Swatantra Party 20,
the RPP 14, the Unified Socialist
10, the Janta Samajbadi Party 12,
the Janta Party 6, the Loktantrik
Samajwadi Party 4, the Rastriya
Janmorcha 1, and the Nepal Maj-
door Kisar Party one and 4 inde-
pendent.

CPN-UML holds 18 seats
in the National Assembly, fol-
lowed by the Maoist Center (16),
Nepali Congress (10), Unified
Socialist (8), Samajbadi Party (3
seats), Loktantrik Samajbadi Par-
ty (1 seat), Independent (2 seats),
and Rastriya Janmorcha (1 seat).

Similarly, NC has 176
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provincial members out of 550
(330 FPTP and 220 PR), fol-
lowed by CPN-UML 161, Maoist
Center 83, Unified Socialist 22,
RPP 26, Rastriya Unmukti Party
11, and Samajbadi Party 20, with
the remainder going to others.

PM’s Trouble

The new government,
formed two months ago and led
by Prime Minister Prachanda, is
already in crisis over who will be
the next President.

Prime  Minister Pra-
chanda is surviving in an uncer-
tain situation after the Rastriya
Swatantra Party, led by television
anchor Rabi Lamichhane, quit
the government. He has begun
talks with the CPN-UML-US, led
by Madhav Kumar Nepal, and
the Federal Socialist Party, led by
Upendra Yadayv, to fill the 20-vote
gap.

While negotiations for
a consensus candidate continue,
some have suggested that former
King Gyanendra be considered as

a possible neutral candidate for
the position of President.

However,  chairperson
KP Sharma Oli has stated that the
UML’s candidate will be the next
President. Speaking to report-
ers at Biratnagar, former Prime
Minister Oli expressed hope that
a consensus could be reached to
ensure the victory of the UML’s
presidential candidate.

“On the day of nomina-
tion registration, we will make
public the party’s presidential
candidate. “The current alliance
will continue as it was formed
with understanding and thought,”
Oli said. “There was also support
from Prime Minister Pushpa Ka-
mal Dahal’s ‘Prachanda’ party to
make UML’s presidential candi-
date victorious.”

While CPN-UML leader
Oli emphasizes the UML’s candi-
date, Nepali Congress leaders are
also pressing for their own candi-
dates for party president.

During a recent meeting,

Nepali Congress General Sec-
retary Bishwo Prakash Sharma
stated that the NC’s candidate
would be the next president.

“The candidate from the
NC ought to be the next presi-
dent. There is no question about
it, “said he. According to him, it
was only right that the NC, as the
largest party in the parliament,
should hold the coveted position
of President, who is in charge of
upholding and enforcing the con-
stitution.

At a meeting of the of-
fice-bearers of the ruling CPN
(Maoist Centre), it was resolved
to give PM Prachdna all authority
to choose the candidate for pres-
ident, even though the two major
political parties Nepali Congress
and CPN-UML are pushing their
candidates.

According to Deb Gu-
ruing, a member of the party’s
politburo, “Party Head Pushpa
Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ would
have the final say about the pres-
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idential election and candidate.
When necessary, the prime min-
ister will put the president’s name
forward.”

As the deadline for fil-
ing nominations for the election
of the presidential candidate ap-
proaches, political parties are in
frenzy. Prachanda, the chair of
the CPN Maoist, has already ac-
cepted a mandate from the meet-
ing.

Elections Program
Voter list publication

22, February

Final Voter List Publi-
cation 24

Filing nomination on 25
February

Publication of final can-
didate list on 28 February

Voting will take place
On March 3 (10-15:00)

While the deadline for
registering candidates for the
election of the President ap-

proaches, other parties are, none-
theless, occupied in internal de-
bates. All political parties assert
that they desire a president cho-
sen by national consensus. Each
party, however, is free to make its
own decision.

The time requires all
those forces who were together
during the signing of the 12-point
Comprehensive Peace Agreement
and the promulgation of the Con-
stitution to stand together once
more, according to Prime Min-

ister and CPN (Maoist Centre)
Chair “Prachanda” in a recent
public remark.

He believed that a
national consensus culture
would help to ameliorate the
problem. “National consensus
should be used to handle the
nation’s problems, and it is in
the same spirit to wish for po-
litical consensus concerning
the elections of the President
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and Vice President.”

The need for the major
political parties to work to-
gether is undeniable, and we
have a variety of options for
fostering a culture of nation-
al consensus. Prime Minister
Prachanda, he urged the ma-
jor political parties to begin
the next phase of the political
process by reaching an under-
standing.

The Prime Minister
stated that maintaining uni-
ty 1is once
more nec-
essary for
those forces
that came
together
 during  the
creation of
the Consti-
tution and
the CPA.

H e
stated there
was a dis-
cussion
going on
about cre-
ating a so-
cialist front
and that a
decision
wouldn’t be
made until
the party central committee
meeting. “The front will be
crucial in turning the nation’s
current issues into opportuni-
ties. Certain political parties
are working on unification-re-
lated homework. We’ll make a
decision shortly, “Prachanda
remarked.

Sher Bahadur Deuba,
the leader of the Nepali Con-
gress, has remained silent de-



spite  calls
for consen-
sus from the
heads of the
two largest
political par-
ties. Former
Prime Min- |
ister  Deu-
ba made it
apparent in
an earlier
speech that
they should
be  handed
the presiden-
cy to foster
consensus
politics.

A s
Nepal is
about to elect a new President
for the next five years — after
Nepal went through a national
election earlier in 2022, there
is also growing concerned in
the capital of both of Nepal’s
neighbors.

Following the visit of In-
dia’s foreign secretary Kwatra,
China dispatched a communist
party minister. Some analysts
link Chinese and Indian Foreign

—

Secretaries’ visits to the upcom-
ing Presidential elections.

Both visits were more
political than diplomatic for
them. At a time when the Prime
Minister’s position in Nepal has
become extremely precarious
due to frequent changes in gov-
ernment and ad hoc power-shar-
ing arrangements devised by
political parties, the position
of the President has grown in
importance and is viewed as a
w stable institution
. . . to work in times of
" crisis.

Although
'~ the President’s posi-
tion is only ceremo-
* nial and has limited
~authority, the insti-
~ tution can play an
important role dur-
ing a political vac-
uum.

During
T his first term, for-
I mer president Dr.
Ram Baran Yadav

POLITICS

used his executive authority to
choose the caretaker govern-
ment and to reinstall the Ne-
pal Army Commander who had
been fired by Prachanda.

Bhandari

has similarly demonstrated the

President

power of the ceremonial presi-
dent by refusing to sign the Cit-
izenship bill and to issue ordi-
nances. This is the reason why
the presidential election has
received significant attention
from both internal and external
elements.

Given the makeup of the
parliament and electoral sys-
tem, there is a good likelihood
that the nation will once again
experience severe political in-
stability. This could also be the
cause of the President’s institu-

tion becoming more significant.
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OPINION

Decline And Fall Of The Nepali Maoists

BY: DIPAK GYAWALI

In the parliamentary elections of November 2022,
senior Maoist leader and minister for energy & water re-
sources Pampha Bhusal was convincingly defeated, losing
her seat she held since as far back as the 2008 first Con-
stituent Assembly to Independent Party’s Toshima Karki, a
young doctor in her early twenties. And this, in Kathman-
du Valley’s robust Maoist stronghold where many Maoist
leaders including Prachanda and Baburam Bhattarai had
lived safely during their “underground” days. Their mas-
sive win in 2008 is now a much-eroded memory; and had
it not been for Nepali Kangress suicidally supporting them
in an ideologically unholy alliance, their party would have
fared much worse than they did this time around. Why?

To search for an answer, I went back to an arti-
cle in Nepali Himal I wrote in mid-March 2000 (1 Chaitra
2056) titled “Prachanda’s Internet Interview: Nepali Mao-
ists’ Intellectual Face”. Prachanda had been interviewed
by an American journalist Li Onesto of the Revolutionary
Worker when very much underground, and it created a sen-
sation. Because I had studied Marxism, Leninism all the
way to “Scientific Communism” while an engineering stu-
dent in Moscow in the 1970s, the editor asked me to review
it for the Nepali audience. After reading the 24-page A4
size interview, I was aghast: this mysterious underground
character seemed not only to have no understanding of
Marxist fundamentals but also had views that contradicted
much of what he himself or his colleagues like Baburam
Bhattarai were saying. It has now taken almost two decades
for the fraud to be exposed at a mass level, more an indict-
ment of Nepal’s intellectual class than the street-smartness
of the Maoists.

It was whispered among those close to the Palace
but not well-known that Prachanda and top Maoist leader-
ship lived safely in Indian cities, mostly New Delhi. This
fact has been exposed by Indian General Ashok Mehta who
warned in a newspaper article back in 2008 when Prachan-
da started dallying with the Chinese, “You should remem-
ber, out of the 10 years of Peoples’ War, you live eight years
in Delhi!” Now, as documented in JNU Professor S.D.
Muni’s article in the book Nepal in Transition especially
in footnotes between pages 317 to 329, Maoists had sur-
rendered to the Indian intelligence agencies and were being
used as pawns against the monarchy (Muni’s footnote 14
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in page 321: see my review of this book in Biblio India).
What was galling in Prachanda’s interview (also now to his
wounded guerillas and widowed families) was his chutzpah
in fulminating against Indian imperialism even while being
sheltered by its spooks, perhaps with their blessing that if
anything went awry, the name ‘Maoist’ was sufficient to pin
the blame on the Chinese! Which is why, in those days, the
Chinese never called them by that name but instead referred
to them as “anti-government bandits”!

Prachanda’s understanding of Nepal’s political
economy was questionable from the very start. In the Ones-
to interview, he states that Nepal is a “‘semi-feudal, semi-co-
lonial” country where salvation lay in the overthrow of the
regime by a violent “peoples’ war”. Another matter that
their uprising had been triggered by a corrupt Nepali Kan-
gress-UML dispensation that unleashed violent police ac-
tion Operation Romeo against innocent village supporters
of their parent party Rashtriya Jana Morcha. Moreover, it
was not monarchy they opposed (Baburam then was plead-
ing with King Birendra to help them fight the corrupt Kan-
gress-UML combo) but the Westminster parliamentary ver-
sion of governance which they labeled “a butcher’s shop
where you display goat’s head but sell dog’s meat”!

Prachanda and many of the Vulgar Marxists hold
on to a linear “step-ladder” view of history that sees non-in-
dustrialized, non-capitalist countries as “feudal”, Nepal
of course being a prime example for them. They unfortu-
nately don’t seem to have looked at economic figures that
show otherwise. When the Rana regime was overthrown
in 1951, Nepal could have been called “feudal”, although
many scholars argue that was never so, that Ranas were
autocratic but hardly feudal. Be that as it may, one criteri-
on in establishing the “feudalness” of a country is where a
government’s main source of revenue comes from. While
it may have been land in 1951 (agriculture being 80% of
the GDP), it had shrunk in the 1970s to 40%; and most of
the government’s revenues by the time of Prachanda’s in-
terview came from import tax raised at five custom points
such as Birganj, Biratnagar, Kodari, Bhairawa and TIA. It
meant that the state was already in the hands of trading class
comprador bourgeoisie and hardly the feudal overlords if
any who had already been wiped out by King Mahendra’s
land reforms of the 1960s.



Nepalis who could feed themselves and their de-
pendents all-year round from their land, when the Maoists
began their insurgency in 1996, were no more than 15%.
Nepali peasants too had long stopped being serfs to feu-
dal overlords but, as victims of village moneylenders, had
been forced to become wage labourers to eke out a living,
mostly in India, but as
it became easier to get
a Nepali passport in
the districts itself — a
reform measure under-
taken by parliamentary
forces in the late 1990s |
to provide succor to
their village support-
er terrorized by the
Maoists — in the Gulf,
Malaysia and South
Korea. This was the
classic case described
by Karl Polanyi for 18
century England of cit-
izen peasants uprooted
from their social base
and converted — as liv-
ing trees to merchanta-
ble dead lumber — into labour bereft of social capital feeding
the “satanic mill” of market capitalism.

What the remittance economy did — starting with
Gurkha recruitment under the Ranas and accelerated to al-
most 30% of the country’s GDP today due mostly to the in-
security suffered by many during the Maoist violence — is to
create what is now called “desakota” conditions. The word
is from Bahasa Indonesia combining two Sanskrit-origin
words: desh meaning rural, and kot meaning city, the two
together meaning neither rural nor urban but a mix of both.
A villager in a remote Nepali hamlet whose income basket
is 40% from rural sources and 60% from remittance sent
by sons or husbands (and now even daughters as nurses in
Israel and UK) would be rural or urban in those proportions,
with commensurate aspirations and behaviour. This phe-
nomenon throws all rural-urban bifurcations in policy and
planning out of the window, and requires a completely new
approach to governance science that, let alone the Maoists,
neither Nepal’s dominant political class of Kangress and
UML nor their supporting international donors care to even
think of. Prachanda’s political economy of “peoples’ war”
against neo-feudalism, enshrined in the 2015 constitution
and just a week ago as a national holiday, was thus as comic
as Don Quixote’s tilting at the windmills, but far more lethal
and tragic! It fed more and more innocent peasants into the
“satanic mill”.

As a younger lot of Nepali economic and politi-
cal historians begin to re-examine this tragic stage of the
country’s political players and events, they will have to

|

Party declines but Prachanda rises!

OPINION

confront the gap between Maoist rhetoric and basic ground
reality that has moved these politicians to new opportunistic
heights of personal nepotistic and crony capitalist aggran-
dizement. They will also have to explain the pathetic inabil-
ity of the Kangress and UML to ideologically challenge the
Maoists for their untenable political propositions.

Where would
they have to begin? Be-
sides Karl Polanyi’s polit-
ical economy — certainly
more realistic and rele-
vant than Vulgar Marx-
ism — they will also have
to go back and take a look
at Samir Amin’s classic
The Future of Maoism.
In this book, Amin dis-
tinguishes between three
primary approaches to
. socialism — the Russian
& bureaucratic party con-
4 trol line, the Nehruvian
Indian periphery-subser-
vience-to-center reformist
capitalism, and Maoist ru-
ral peasant-based course.
He argues that the other two will eventually lead to a sur-
render to capitalism while a genuine Maoist approach will
lead to new empowerment. In a latter review of the apparent
success of Nepali Maoists, he waxes eloquently romantic
on how a new dawn is in the offing for the oppressed peas-
ants world over.

Amir passed away in August 2018, two months
after he was unable due to visa issues to come to Marx’s
Bicentennial celebrations organized by ADRI in Patna and
where, as a result, | had to step into his impossibly large
shoes to deliver the Vladimir Lenin Memorial Lecture that
he was supposed to have delivered. I had to ask why Ne-
pali communists were not red or even pink but dyed blue
capitalists. To assess not just local and national but also
international “revolutionary” hopes dashed by the political
and ideological fraud perpetrated by Prachanda’s Maoists,
younger future scholars might like to reflect on a Soviet era
joke which is a bit risqué but hits the nail on the head as
far as the Nepali and (with the de-dollarization underway
following the Ukraine conflict) international class conflict
situations are concerned:

Teacher: Give an example of what Lenin meant by
a “revolutionary situation”.

Student: When you place an impotent man on top
of a frigid woman!

Teacher: What nonsense! What stupidity is this?

Student: Well, Lenin said: “A revolutionary situa-
tion arises when the ones on the top cannot, and the ones at
the bottom want not [to be ruled as before] ””/
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NATIONAL
NEPAL-INDIA RELATIONS

Breaking Barriers

As the two nations have broken down numerous barriers in their power trade, Nepal and India
have signaled that their relations are entering a new chapter as close economic partners in

the energy sector. The recently concluded secretary-level meeting in Kathmandu, led by the
foreign secretaries of Nepal and India, Bharat Raj Paudyal and Vinay Mohan Kwatra, appears
to be a turning point. Both nations, which have been embroiled in geopolitics for years and are
connected by geography, culture, religion, and civilization, appear to have grasped the need to
pursue their shared interests in dealing with the relations

By KESHAB POUDEL

ince being trapped for years in a
geopolitical vortex, ties between
Nepal and India have resumed

their normal course now. As these two
countries are related by geography,

culture, religion, and civilization, the
recent high-level meeting, which went
smoothly in a warm friendly atmos-
phere listening to each other’s con-
cerns, has shown a way to bring the
relations on track.

The recently concluded for-
eign secretary-level meeting of two
close neighbors addressed many el-
ements of Nepal-India relations in
the spirit of proximity and shared in-
terests, and it was clear that progress
needed to be made away from the
geopolitical vortex and toward shared
interests.

The secretaries from Nepal

and India pave the way to create fa-
vorable conditions for signing agree-
ments in several other bilateral busi-
ness sectors and other areas of mutual
interest with the backing of their polit-

ical leadership.

Nepal’s foreign secretary,
Paudyal, is soft-spoken and diplomat-
ically adept. He has successfully man-
aged Nepal’s bilateral relations with
numerous nations while advancing
Nepal’s interests. Foreign Secretary
Paudyal has successfully managed
Nepal’s foreign affairs thanks to the
political leaders’ trust.

The two foreign secretaries
discussed, among other things, con-
nectivity, trade and transit, coopera-
tion in the power sector, agriculture,
education, culture, the health sector,
and people-to-people relations as they
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reviewed various facets of Nepal-India
relations, according to a press release
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

India committed during the
meeting to allow long-term power ex-
ports from Nepal to India using all ex-
change market products. The decision
was made during the bilateral meeting
between Nepalese and Indian foreign
secretaries, Bharat Raj Paudyal and
Vinay Mohan Kwatra.

They also talked about the
speedy approval of the four planned
transmission line projects under LOC-
IV and the technical upgrading of
transnational transmission lines.

In their most recent meeting,
the two parties also looked favorably
upon the development of connecting
projects such as railways, transmission
lines, bridges, and ICPs.

Foreign Secretary Paudyal
commended the Indian government for
providing fertilizers, removing limita-
tions on the export of food grains, and
providing dialysis devices.

The early conclusion of the
updated transit treaty, a review of
the trade treaty, and the soonest pos-
sible meeting of the Intergovernmen-
tal Committee on Trade (IGC) were
among the topics discussed between
the two parties.

Nepal has also requested a
new air route for the Gautam Buddha
International Airport in Bhairahawa,
albeit this request has not yet been
granted. The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs states that the Foreign Secretary
of Nepal “reiterated the Government
of Nepal’s appeal for new air-entry



routes as well as early concurrence of
the close border flight operation of the
Gautam Buddha International Airport,
Bhairahawa.”

The two Foreign Secretaries
also discussed boundary matters. In
this regard, they exchanged views on
completing the boundary works in the
remaining segments through the estab-
lished bilateral mechanisms. They also
agreed to finalize the MoU between
the foreign service academies of the
two countries.

According to a press release
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
the meeting took place in a friendly
and courteous environment, highlight-
ing the deep and complex ties between
the two neighbors.

Foreign Secretary Kwatra
also spoke with President Bidya Devi
Bhandari, Prime Minister Pushpa Ka-
mal Dahal “Prachanda,” and Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs Dr. Bimala Rai
Paudyal.

“The fallout of geopolitics
in the region demands that both Nepal
and India should be more cautious in
dealing with each other’s concerns.
However, relations between the two
countries, once again, appear to have
been moving in the right direction.
Earlier, Nepalese foreign secretary

Bharat Raj Paudel paid an official visit
to New Delhi and this week Indian for-
eign secretary Vinay Mohan Kwatra
was in Kathmandu,” writes Chandra
D. Bhatta in his recently published ar-
ticle in Outlook.

“Being a small state, the
sentiment and emotions of people is
very high in Nepal and that can alone
be managed by creating the economic
base and providing employment op-
portunities which, in turn, can be the
best for these two civilization states
to maintain the special relations in the
long-term. In addition to this, all pend-
ing bilateral issues should be dealt

- g counters

NATIONAL
with high speed so that
they cannot be used for
political sloganeering.”

Such a visit is
undoubtedly necessary
given that the two nations
have a long open border
and shared civilization
and those previous visits
of this nature have been
significant and helpful
for Nepal. Nepal’s for-
eign secretary Paudyal
has already shown his
diplomatic prowess in
\/i\~/; previous high-level en-
/ X with foreign

secretaries from India,
fostering the close ties between the
two countries.

Foreign Secretary Paudyal
has illustrated the significance of these
kinds of high-level discussions and
visits by aiding in the preparation of
the groundwork to establish a mile-
stone in power trade with India. While
the two countries bilateral relations are
improving, it will be necessary to hold

frequent consultation meetings in the

future to resolve problematic issues.
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CHIEF’S CONCLAVE

In Recognition Of Contributions

Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Prabhu Ram Sharma initiated a program to recognize and
appreciate previous chiefs of both armies, who served as honorary generals of each nation and
allow them to share and exchange their personal and professional experiences by hosting the
first Chief’s Conclave of retired chiefs of the Nepalese and Indian Army.

By KESHAB POUDEL

he 260th Nepal
TArmy Day was a
special and unfor-

gettable occasion for the re- =
tired chiefs of the Nepalese
and Indian armies who also
served as honorary generals |
of both armies. The Nepal
Army planned the Chief’s
Conclave for the first time
in its history with outstand- ==
ing programs. |

The purpose of
the Chief’s Conclave is
very clear: it was intend-
ed to thank them for their
contributions to the army
as honorary generals and to
allow them to reconnect on
a personal level. It was held
to improve army-to-army
connections and warm up
interpersonal ties to further Nepal’s
larger interests.

The Chief’s Colloquium of
former Chiefs of the Nepal Army and

the India Army, which was organized
by the Nepal Army at the initiative of
COAS General Shrama, was a rare op-
portunity in and of itself. The retired
Indian Army leaders enjoyed their
four-day vacation by seeing temples

Pars I
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and mountains, sharing experiences
and camaraderie, and attending recep-
tions with their contemporaries and
colleagues.

By allowing retired chiefs to
take part in the Conclave, the Indian
Army has additionally demonstrated
its warmth and goodwill for the Nepali
Army. India Army has unique ties to
Nepal and the Nepali people thanks
to its extremely cordial and solid in-
stitutional interactions with the Ne-
pal Army. For this reason, the Indian
Army reportedly helped to break the
impasse in 2015 so that the supply of
necessities could once again resume.

In times of natural calami-
ties, the Indian Army has been a cru-
cial source of humanitarian assistance
for Nepal. In the 2015 earthquake, the
Indian Army provided incredibly help-
ful assistance in the rescue and recov-
ery efforts.

The

pleasant, intelligent,



and competent Chief of Army Staff

General Sharma is noted for his vast
thoughts despite speaking relative-

ly little. He has demonstrated this by &4

planning the Chief’s Conclave and

inviting former chiefs as a mark of re-

spect for their contributions.

In addition to providing for-
mer Indian Army Chiefs with helicop-
ters, the Nepal Army also planned a
trip to the Everest region and invited
them to perform Puja in Mukti Chhet-
ra.

The conclave, the first of
its type, was conducted in conjunc-
tion with Maha Shivaratri and the
260th anniversary of the founding of
the Nepalese Army. The Chief of the
Army Staff (CoAS), General Sharma
also attended the conclave. Several
topics of common interest were dis-
cussed during the conclave, according
to the Army Headquarters’ Directorate
of Public Relations and Information.

Former Indian Army Chiefs
Manoj Mukund Naravane, Dalvir Sin-
gh Suhag, Dipak Kapoor, Joginder
Jaswant Singh (JS), and Vishwa Nath
Sharma attended the Army Day and
conclave in Nepal.

General Prajwalla Sumsher
JB Rana, General Pyar Jung Thapa,
General Gaurav Sumsher JB Rana,
General Rajendra Chhetri, and Gener-
al Purna Chandra Thapa, all previous
Army Chiefs from Nepal, participated
in the conclave.

Former Chiefs of the Indian

Army and Nepali Army received the
necessary respect from COAS Gener-
al Sharma, an Honorary General of the
Indian Army. On the 260th Army Day
Ceremony, they were invited to the
Nepal Army Pavilion Tundikhel as a
special guest. During a wreath-laying
ceremony on February 18, the former
army chiefs also paid respect to the
brave soldiers.

The conclave, according to
the Army, will serve as a forum for
thought exchange between the previ-
ous generation and the present Nepal
Army leadership.

Although Indian Army has
been hosting this kind of conclave for
a long, Nepal Army started it this year
with a gathering of serving and former
chiefs of Nepal and the Indian Army.

The conclave deliberated on a range
of key issues including ways to bolster
the armed forces.

In continuation of an over
seven-decade-old tradition, the Indian
Army chiefs are conferred the hon-
orary rank of ‘General of the Nepal
Army’ by the Nepalese President. In-
dia also confers the honorary rank of
‘General of Indian Army’ to the Nepal
Army Chief.

Nepal Army said the con-
clave is a forum for an exchange of
ideas between the old guard and the
current leadership of the Nepal Army.
An interactive discussion on various
administrative and human resources
topics was held with senior officers of
the Nepal Army

All of the retired Indian
Army chiefs left their homes with the
feeling of camaraderie and travels to
some of Nepal’s most significant loca-
tions, such as Muktinath and the Ever-
est region.

In his first year and a half
in office, COAS General Sharma has
already started several projects and
reforms to improve the institutions
of the Nepali army and the welfare of
serving personnel and retired person-
nel. The Chief’s Conclave was started
by COAS General Sharma to honor
former Chiefs for their accomplish-
ments..

NEW SPOTLIGHT | Feb. 24. 2023 | 23



?_ REa @ d area-surs sy -
Y A AR (I5C) 108t 35

; 10th Meeting of
Joint Steering Committee JSC)
on

India-Nepal Cooperation in Power Sector

18" %eadt February 2023
MOUNT ABU, RAJASTHAN

NEPAL-INDIA JSC MEET

Power Trade Breakthrough

In the Nepal-India Power Trade meeting, a delegation headed by Dinesh Kumar Ghimire, secretary
in the Ministry of Energy, Water Resources, and Irrigation, made substantial progress.

By Keshab Poudel

he 10th Joint Steering Com-
I mittee (JSC), held in Mount
Abu in Rajasthan, was an
excellent opportunity for secre-
tary Ghimire to make significant
progress on Nepal-India bilateral
trade and cooperation in the pow-
er sector as the bilateral meeting
between the two countries foreign
secretaries ended on amicable
terms just a week ago.

The Nepalese delegation
entered into negotiations in a re-
laxed manner given the under-
standing struck between Indian
Foreign Secretary Vinay Mohan
Kwatra and Nepalese Foreign Sec-
retary Bharat Raj Paudyal during
their recent bilateral level meet-
ings to resolve the concerns in the
power trade.

Secretary Ghimire has
participated in numerous bilateral

power trade discussions with In-
dia and is a skilled negotiator. The
gathering got underway on Mount
Abu on February 18 and 19. The
top JSC meeting was co-chaired
by Dinesh Kumar Ghimire, Secre-
tary (Energy), Ministry of Energy,
Water Resources, and Irrigation,
Government of Nepal, and Alok
Kumar, Secretary (Power), Gov-
ernment of India.

Ghimire finally succeeded
in convincing India to permit Nep-
alese electricity export to Bangla-
desh via India’s transmission infra-
structure despite missing the 10th
JSC meeting. In a study on the
power sector, the Joint Working
Group (JWQG) expressed India’s
willingness to permit the export of
50 MW of Nepalese electricity to
Bangladesh via India.
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The two sides agreed to
continue power sector cooperation
along the following axes: joint de-
velopment of generation projects
in Nepal, joint development of
cross-border power transmission
infrastructure, power trade under
respective domestic regulations
and policy frameworks, and capac-
ity-building assistance. The two
sides reaffirmed that the power sec-
tor cooperation is a strong pillar of
the Nepal-India partnership.

The 10th meeting of the
India-Nepal JSC, JWG on power
sector cooperation was successful,
and the Nepali side praised India
for their kind welcome and hospi-
tality in Mount Abu.

The Nepali side updated
the Indian side on recent develop-
ments and future trends in Nepal’s
power generation, transmission,



and demand scenarios. The Indian
side also acknowledged Nepal’s
recent increase in installed power
generation capacity, which paves
the way for stronger and mutually
beneficial power sector coopera-
tion.

The two parties also
agreed to form a Joint Hydro De-
velopment Committee (JHDC) to
further investigate the develop-
ment of viable hydropower pro-
jects in Nepal, with a particular
emphasis on storage projects.

Secretary Ghimire uses all
of his skills to make a major break-
through in the Nepal-India elec-
tricity trade at the 10th Secretary
Level Joint Steering Meeting.

NEA’s MD Ghising

With the Managing Direc-
tor of Nepal Electricity Authority,
Kul Man Ghising, in his delega-
tion, Secretary Ghimire has an
added advantage in using his pow-
er trading skills. MD Ghising, who
has been dealing with the Indian
power sector for many years, is
very familiar with Nepal’s demand
and supply situation, as well as the
area in Nepal, India’s power trade.

“This meeting is a major
milestone in Nepal, India power
trade. We have made much pro-
gress to enhance Nepal-India pow-

COVERSTORY

er trade, particularly Nepal’s ex-
port to India,” said MD Ghising.

At a time when the nation-
al grid is receiving over 800 MW
of surplus electricity from the up-
coming monsoon, the agreement
to add 200 MW capacity to the
400 kV Dhalkhebar-Muzaffarpur
cross-border transmission line is
extremely significant.

According to a Ministry
press release, Nepal and India have
reached an agreement to increase
power import and export capacity
from 600 to 800 MW via the first
international Dhalkebar-Muzaffar-
pur 400 KV transmission line.

JSC has taken some im-
portant decisions on cross-border

electricity trade and in the expan-
sion of electric transmission lines
between the two countries.

The meeting also decid-
ed to forward the construction of
high-capacity transmission lines
for cross-border electricity trade.

In the meeting, the recom-
mendations made by the joint sec-
retary-level joint working group
between the two countries, which
was concluded on Friday, were dis-
cussed.

Managing Director of
NEA Ghising said that the meeting
of the joint steering committee was
a milestone for electricity genera-
tion, transmission and trade.

MD Ghising, who par-
ticipated in the meeting, said that
India has positively accepted the
proposal made by Nepal to export
electricity to Bangladesh using In-
dia’s transmission grid, and it has
decided to give necessary consent
after sending the name of the hy-
dropower project to be exported.

“It has been decided to
send the proposal of the project to
export electricity to Bangladesh to
the Central Electricity Authority of
India for approval and after neces-
sary examination by the Authority,
and decided to give consent within
the scope of the electricity import/
export (cross border) guidelines is-
sued by the government of India,”
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said Ghising.

“Since we are currently
getting approval for one year to
sell electricity through competition
in the day-ahead market of Indian
Energy Exchange Limited (IEX),
we proposed to extend it beyond
one year. It has agreed to review
by checking it.

Similarly, the meeting has
also been agreed to process and ap-
prove the proposals submitted by
us for the export of electricity for
other additional projects,” he said.

Ghising said that based on
the Nepal-India inter-government
agreement, the proposal for long-
term electricity export from Nepal
has been made, and the Indian side
is taking it positively and informed
that the necessary decision would
be taken after receiving the pro-
posal from Nepal.

The meeting decided that
as so far Nepal was only importing
electricity from Tanakpur, now it
would be allowed to export as well.

The meeting agreed to
supply 70 MW from April to June
and 80 MW from July to March
from Tanakpur-Mahendranagar’s
132 kV single-circuit transmission
line in both directions.

This has opened the way
for hydropower projects located in
various districts of Sudurpashchim

Province to be exported to India’s
central transmission system during
the dry season, MD Ghising said.
“In addition, the joint technical
group has been directed to find
possible options to expand the ca-
pacity of the existing transmission
line or to build a new transmission
line of 200 kV.”

For electricity import and
export between Nepal and India, it
has been agreed to implement the
Inaruwa-Purnia and New Lamki
(Dodhara)-Bareilly 400 kV trans-
mission lines by completing the
construction in the year 2027-28
and 2028-29 respectively.

Ghising said that it was
agreed to increase the electricity
capacity being imported-export-
ed from 600 MW to 800 through
Dhalkebar-Muzaffarpur 400 kV
first cross-border transmission line
which is currently in operation.

Nepal had proposed to
construct these transmission lines
in the investment modality of the
new Butwal-Gorakhpur transmis-
sion line. It has been agreed to
finalize the investment modality
soon.

Similarly, both parties
have agreed to conclude the new
Butwal-Gorakhpur line implemen-
tation and transmission service
contract soon and to complete the
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construction of the line by March
2025.

Fruitful Talks

The Indian side drew the
Nepali side’s serious attention over
the issues, including land acquisi-
tion, and obstruction of locals to
the construction of the Arun III
transmission line in the districts of
Bhojpur, Khotang and Udayapur,
among others.

In addition, the Indian
side has requested to facilitate the
construction of the Koshi High-
way, citing that the construction
schedule would be affected if large
equipment including power trans-
formers could not be delivered due
to delays in the construction of the
Koshi Highway.

The Nepali side has prom-
ised to solve the problem and take
the necessary steps to create an
environment to complete the pro-
ject within the stipulated time. The
construction of the project is tar-
geted to be completed by March
2024.

Madhu Prasad Bhetwal,
Joint Secretary of the Ministry of
Energy, Water Resources, and Ir-
rigation, who attended the JWG,
stated that an agreement was
reached to increase the capacity of
import-export electricity through
the Dhalkebar-Muzaffarpur 400 kV



transmission line by 200 MW.

He also stated that the
two parties had reached an agree-
ment to import and export 70 to 80
megawatts of electricity from the
Tanakpur-Mahendranagar 132 kV
transmission line. A joint technical
team will also investigate poten-
tial options for exporting up to 200
megawatts of electricity. This was
agreed upon at the Energy Secre-
tary-level Joint Steering Commit-
tee meeting on Saturday in Mount
Abu, Rajasthan, India (18 Febru-
ary).

Several other important
agreements on power trade were
reached during the meeting, in-
cluding expanding the power of
existing, under-construction, and
proposed trans-
mission lines.  §{

This |
was the first
meeting be-
tween  Nepal
and India at the
level of energy
secretary since
the formation
of the Prachan-
da-led new
government
in  December
last year. Re-
gardless of
the change of
guard in Kath-
mandu, Nepal-India power sector
cooperation is expected to proceed
smoothly.

Prime Minister Prachan-
da’s first visit to India, which is
still being worked out diplomati-
cally, is expected to boost bilateral
cooperation in the power sector.

During their meeting,
the Indian side expressed interest
in signing an inter-governmen-
tal agreement to export electricity
generated by hydroelectric projects
in Nepal to the Indian market.

To deepen cooperation in

the power sector, the two neigh-
bors issued a long-term vision
titled “India-Nepal Joint Vision
Statement on Power Sector Coop-
eration” during former Prime Min-
ister Deuba’s official visit to India
in April 2022.

According to Ghising,
who attended the meeting, India,
among other things, views Nepa-
lese proposals to allow Nepalese
electricity export to Bangladesh
favorably and has requested that
Nepal provide the name and details
of the project for this trade. India
agrees to consider export after
NEA inspections to ensure compli-
ance with cross-border directives.
This is a very encouraging devel-
opment.

He also stated that India
has agreed to extend Nepalese
electricity trade under the day-
ahead competitive market of Indi-
an Energy Exchange Limited (1X).
Following the examination and
review, India agreed to extend the
agreement for another year, adding
additional hydropower projects.
He also stated that the Indian side
had informed Nepal of its proposal
to enter the real-time market. MD
Ghisng said that India has been
supportive of Nepal’s proposal for
a long time.

COVERSTORY

He also acknowledged
that India has agreed to allow a 132
kV single circuit Tanakpur-Ma-
hendranagar transmission line for
Nepalese electricity exports. The
transmission line will be allowed
to evacuate 70 MW of electrici-
ty from April to July and 80 MW
from July to March, according to
the agreement.

MD Ghising stated that
this agreement allows for the ex-
port of surplus electricity gener-
ated in Sudur Pashicm’s various
districts. He also stated that India
agreed to consider Nepal’s propos-
al to export Nepalese electricity to
India via 132 kV and a subsequent
low capacity transmission line.
However, because such transition

’ and transmis-
sion charges
fall under the
purview of the
interstate sys-
tem, it must
consult the is-
sue states.

Ghis-
ing also men-
tioned that In-
¥ dia has agreed
- to support
Nepal’s solar
power system
and green hy-
drology.]

After
wasting decades debating water
resources, Nepal and India have
recently made significant progress.
The breakthrough made by Secre-
tary Ghimire’s team gives Nepal
more space, potentially opening up
a larger Indian market.

India  Electricity trade
aims to demonstrate to Nepalese
citizens that India is a market for
Nepalese electricity, with MD
Ghising holding the opinion that
this is yet another significant mile-
stone in Nepal.
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ADB Is Privileged To Be A Part Of Dhap Dam Reservoir

%

BY: ARNAUD CAUCHAOIS

A very good morning to you all on this beautiful
day here at Dhap Dam, I am extremely happy to see the
Dhap Reservoir full of water in front of us, and the beauti-
ful snow peaks in the distance. This truly reflects the natural
beauty that adorns your country. And the Asian Develop-
ment Bank is privileged to be one of the important develop-
ment partners of Government of Nepal and Nepali people.

Some of you may know that before I came to Ne-
pal as the country director, I was working in Nepal as a
water resources specialist. It was during my time here then
that I had the priv-

ever, white these projects aimed to address the immediate
human needs of drinking water, a gap remained to address
the environment and culture priorities of the Holy Bagmati
River which has been, and remains attached in the cycle of
life of the denizens of this ancient, multi-ethnic and mul-
ti-cultural valley.

The policies and legislations related to water were
also inadequate to address the emerging needs of an inte-
grated water resources management approaches to govern
Nepal’s rivers. Bagmati River suffered for a long time.

ilege of preparing It was
the Bagmati River [ in this context of
Basin Improve- § revitalizing the
ment Project, under Bagmati River,
which this Dhap that the vision for
Dam was built. constructing Dhap

Look- Dam emerged.

ing back, it was
in 2009, that the
Government of
Nepal, concerned
with the degrading
waterways of the
Kathmandu Valley,
endorsed the Bag-
mati Action Plan,
adopting a vision
of “a clean, green
and healthy river
system that is full
of life and valued
by all.” The Bagmati Action Plan provided a long list of
interventions that collectively aimed to restore and con-
serve the river environment in the valley. Some of these
interventions were already being implemented by the High
Powered Committee for the Integrated Development of the
Bagmati Civilization. But due to lack of financial and hu-
man resources, many of the planned interventions had not
been implemented. ADB had already responded to the gov-
ernment’s requests to address the drinking water scarcity in
Kathmandu Valley through several ADB-financed projects,
one of them being Melamchi Water Supply Project. How-
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¢ Dhap Dam would
store water during
% thc monsoon and
# rclease it during
the dry season to
augment the envi-
ronmental flow of
- the Bagmati River.
Along with this, the
project incorporat-
ed a component to
develop the river
corridor as a green
belt, and provide
recreational space for Kathmandu’s denizens. The project
also piloted watershed management interventions within
the Shivapuri Nagarjun National Park to reduce the pres-
sure on the Bagmati watershed; rainwater harvesting to re-
charge the Kathmandu’s ground waters, and social mobili-
zation for solid waste management. But, more importantly,
ADB provided technical assistance to the Government of
Nepal to strengthen its water resources policy and amend
the water resources act, in the context of federalization.
These institutional reforms aimed to establish River Basin
Organizations (RBOs), and empower them to decide on eq-



uitable water sharing for the development, for the environ-
ment and for cultural needs.

Honorable ministers, the approval of the National
Water Resources Bill, which would provide the legal basis
for the establishment of RBOs has been significantly de-
layed. I urge you too look into this with urgency to ensure
Nepal’s water resources are managed in an equitable man-
ner.

The contact for the construction of Dhap Dam,
the first con-
crete-face rock fill
dam in Nepal, was
awarded to the con-
sortium of Guan-
jhou-Lama-Raman
in 2105 under a
designed-built mo-
dality, with a tar- §
get to complete the
construction within [
24 months. Unfor-
tunately, the project
faced many startup
delays, first to get
clearance for the
tree cutting followed
by delays in submis-
sion of the detailed
designs of the dam
and many contractu-
al disputes over the
next 8 years. Perhaps we were all too optimistic to believe
that we could build a dam on the top of a 2500 meter ridge
in two years!

Despite many odds, I am delighted today to be
here among you in the inauguration ceremony of this beau-
tiful dam and a reserved filled with precious water! This
marks the beginning of further pipelined projects, such as
Nagmati Dam which would add another 440 liters per sec-
ond of water into the Bagmati river throughout the dry sea-
son. I believe that the lessons learned from Dhap Dam will
be very useful to all stakeholders to build Nagmati Dam
more efficiently. I would like to thank the entire team be-
hind this endeavor to seek this project materialize from a
dream 10 years ago to reality today.

I would specially like to express my sincere grati-
tude to the PIIU tam of Department of Water Resources and
Irrigation (DWRI), who led the construction of Dhap Dam;
and to HPCIDBC, who coordinated the overall BRBIP Pro-
ject as the central project management unit. Their support
in ensuring that sufficient budget was allocated for the pro-
ject was a major challenge every year, but we are here to-
day, finally, with a completed dam filled with water. I would
also like to thank the engineer’s team for their support to
the employer.

FORUM

Last but not least, I would like to thank Raman
construction for persevering through all odds, from con-
struction disputes to the COVID-19 pandemic, to see that
the project they took on to build, was indeed completed.

Honorable ministers and distinguished guests, 1
would like to emphasize again that the purpose of Dhap
Dam was to augment that environmental flow of the Bag-

mati River, to
serve the cultural
value of Bagmati
within the Kath-
mandu Valley. If
water of this dam
is not diverted
to Bagmati Riv-
er, the intended
_ purpose of Dhap
+ Dam will not be
achieved. There
. is a need for the
key stakeholders
to discuss among
themselves and
agree on an am-
icable way for-
ward, particular-
ly on allocation of water, especially when Nagmati Dam
will be constructed. While doing so, I would like to request
the key stakeholders to consider Bagmati River, its users,
and denizens of the Kathmandu Valley.

In parting, honorable ministers, and distinguished
guest, please allow me to express from heart, that [ am
humbled to see not only the natural beauty that your coun-
try offers, but more importantly for me, the deep cultural
values that you still keep alive in your country. The rivers
that flow through the Kathmandu Valley are adorned with
historic monuments with deep cultural values. Your culture
has a deep affinity to the rivers from birth, until death. The
vision of the Bagmati Action Plan of a “clean, green and
healthy river system, that is full of life and valued by all,
truly embraces that value of your society. This project con-
tributes to that vision. But for that vision to truly material-
ize, it will take your belief in it and your perseverance to

achieve it collectively as the citizens of a new Nepal.
Arnaud Cauchaois is the County Director of the Asian De-
velopment Bank’s Nepal Resident Mission.
Excerpt of the statement delivered at the inauguration cer-

emony program for the Dhap Dam construction work on February 16.
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EU COMMISSIONER JUTTA URPILAINEN VISIT

Briet But Meaningful

Even though EU Commissioner for International Partnerships Jutta
Urpilainen was only in Nepal for a little period—roughly 13 hours—she cov-
ers all of the crucial areas supported by the EU. Her meeting with the young
members of the Youth Sounding Board is important since the country has a

By KESHABPOUDEL

(44 ay the partnership be-
tween Europe and Ne-
pal grow and flourish

for the benefit of the people of
Nepal and Europe!” tweets Jutta
Urpilainen following the plant-
ing of a tree at the European
Union Embassy in Lazimpat.
After crossing the Eu-
ropean Alps, EU Commissioner
for International Partnerships
Jutta Urpilainen arrived at TIA
early on February 8. White
Himalayan picks greeted her
upon her arrival in Kathmandu.
The visit of Urpilain-
en was brief but effective. She

iy “
U |
s

EUROPEAN [

UNION
IN NEPAL

met with Nepali authorities dur-
ing her formal one-day visit,
launched many EU initiatives in
the green economy, education,
health, and youth, and then left
in the evening.

Engage, Empower, and
Connect is Urpilainen’s mes-
sage to the younger genera-
tion. Consider European Union
#YouthActionPlan officially in-
augurated in Nepal in the pres-
ence of @EUinNepal Youth
Sounding Board, she wrote in a
tweet after the meeting.

“They are putting the
engage pillar into practice by
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advising our delegation on how
to make European Union ac-
tions in Nepal more relevant for
youth,” tweets Urpilainen.

Her speech during the
meeting with the Youth Sound-
ing Board members was prom-
ising given that Nepal has a
population that is over 50%
young and that over 40% of lo-
cal elected officials are young
and, most crucially, women.
The young people who attended
the gathering posted about their
experiences on social media.

Visit: A Success

From young people,

and health
s workers to
& civil socie-
= ty members
and higher
government
officials
includ -
ing  Presi-
dent, Prime
Minister,
| Foreign
Minister,
and Com-
missioner
Urpilainen
@ interacted
with a wide
section  of
Nepalese
society.



Nepalese  offi-
cials term the
visit as highly
successful.

“Nepal
regarded the vis- £
it of a high-level
delegation of the W
European Union
(EU) led by EU
Commissioner
for Internation-
al  Partnerships
Jutta Urpilainen
as highly impor-
tant. This visit
provided us an
opportunity  to
share our views
and needs,” said
Sewa Lamsal, spokesperson of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
“The visit of Commissioner Ur-
pilainen concluded on a posi-
tive note.”

According to Commis-
sioner Urpilainen’s earlier state-
ment, her visit was a success.
“l am delighted to be visiting
Nepal to strengthen our partner-
ship and engage on matters of

I

common geopolitical interest,
not least Russia’s war of aggres-
sion against Ukraine, which has
had disastrous consequences for
food security around the world,
including in Nepal,” she said in
a statement issued before her
visit.

“I look forward to pre-
senting our Global Gateway
strategy, the EU’s positive offer

& the
. tor Nutrition Program, which is
. supported by the EU, Germany,
| and UNICEF. This program will

NATIONAL

to partners to boost smart, clean
and secure links in digital, en-
ergy and transport sectors and
to strengthen health, education
and research systems across the
world.”

The visit of Commis-
sioner Urpilainen comes at
a critical juncture in Nepal’s
preparations to exit the Least
Developed Country (LDC) cat-
egory in 2026, reaffirming the
European Union’s strong and
unwavering engagement with
Nepal, including the recent
launch of the Multiannual In-
dicative Program (MIP) for Ne-
pal for 2021-2027.

Commissioner Ur-
pilainen met with PadamGiri,

¢+ Minister of Health and Popu-

lation, at the Paropakar Mater-
nity and Women’s Hospital to
renew the EU’s commitment to
Government’s Multi-Sec-
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continue improving maternal,
adolescent, and child nutrition
throughout Nepal.

Urpilainen also met
with Prime Minister Pushpa Ka-
mal DahalPrachanda and For-
eign Minister BimalaRaiPoudy-
al on a bilateral basis. She also
paid a courtesy call to President
Bidhya Devi Bhandari.

“I appreciate the warm
welcome [ have got in your
beautiful country, (@Presi-
dentofNP Nepal has great po-
tential. Europe is eager to deep-
en meaningful engagement
through #GlobalGateway. In
this tumultuous world, val-
ues-based partnerships between
democracies increase in value.

Among other things,
she announced a €50 million
EU contribution to Nepal’s new
education sector plan. This year
marks 20 years of EU support
for increasing access to educa-
tion for both boys and girls, as
well as a new era for improving
education quality in Nepal.

Commissioner Urpilain-
en also met with representatives
of civil society organizations,
business leaders, and interna-
tional financial institutions. She
also met with members of the
EU Youth Sounding Board, a
consultative platform for Nepa-
lese youth to influence EU ac-
tion in Nepal, making it more
relevant and effective for them.

Finally, Commissioner
Urpilainen
launched the
Team Europe
Initiative on
Green Recov-
ery with the
ambassadors
of EU Mem-
ber States
based in Ne-
pal (France,
Finland, and
Germany),
government
represent-
atives, de-
velopment
partners, and
private  sec-
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tor and civil society represent-
atives.

The Team Europe Initi-
ative (TEI) on Green Recovery
will assist Nepal in its efforts
to recover from the pandemic
and grow stronger and green-
er through more jobs, energy
access, and increased societal
resilience to shocks through
better services in water supply,
sanitation, nutrition, and educa-
tion, while also encouraging in-
creased participation of women
in leadership and the economy.
Since 2021, the EU and Mem-
ber States have committed €200
million in grants for the TEI
alone, intending to triple this
amount in the coming years.

During her visit, she also
met with USAID Administra-
tor Samantha Power. “Crossed
paths with @PowerUSAID who
is also visiting Nepal! For Eu-
ropean Union and the US is an
important like-minded partners
in change. We contribute to @
G7 joint push to narrow the




global infrastructure investment
gap, and work closely together
in partner countries like Nepal,”
tweeted JuttaUrpilainen. Twitter
Hectic Visit, Fruitful
Meetings
Even though she had a

busy day attending various pro-
grams, she enjoyed interacting
with children, youth, mothers in
hospital beds, and civil society
leaders.

Along with attend-
ing various programs, she also
shared her impressions with the
people of Nepal via Twitter. Her
tweets demonstrated that she is
inspired and pleased with Ne-
pal’s performance.

“Nepal wants to devel-
op its natural resources sustain-
ably, giving priority to green
growth and jobs,” she said in
another tweet from the program.

This agenda has the sup-
port of TeamEurope. The Euro-
pean Union, Finland, France,
Germany, and the European
Investment Bank Global have
already committed €200 mil-
lion. The fund is growing, and

we have concrete projects in the
works.”

“#EUGreenDeal is a
plan to green the economy. But
it’s also a plan to harness the
green and digital transition for
new growth. With #GlobalGate-
way, we made the ambition
global. And today, we launched
#TeamEurope Green Recovery
Initiative in Nepal! Multi-an-
nual Indicative Program 2021-
27 focuses on inclusive green
growth, human capital, govern-
ance & civil society.”

At a time when Nepal
has been pushing its green en-
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ergy agenda, announcing plans
to reduce overall the use of
fossil fuel-based energy like
petrol and LPG, encouraging
electric cooking and electric ve-
hicles, the statement delivered
by JuttaUrpilainen, EU Com-
missioner for
International
Partnerships,
is critical for
/' | Nepal.
-/ “We
have a histo-
ry of doing
a lot togeth-
er on soft
infrastruc-
ture. With
#GlobalGate-
way, we’re
stepping up
on hard infra-
structure.

De -
spite the fact
that her visit
was only for
one day, Jut-
taUrpilainen’s activities and re-
marks on Twitter demonstrated
that her visit was highly suc-
cessful in further strengthening
Nepal-Europe relations.

She was very excited to
travel to bustling Kathmandu,
the capital of precious partner
Nepal, in her tweets at TIA!
Today, we will commemorate
20 years of education coopera-
tion, focus on youth, and launch
#GlobalGateway recovery ef-
forts. To revitalize the econo-
my and support upcoming LDC
graduations.”

Following her arriv-
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al, she met with civil society
leaders. “Great to start the day
with civil society representa-
tives who share the same con-
viction to protect vulnerable
individuals and communities,”
JuttaUrpilainen tweeted. “We
discussed Nepali society’s chal-
lenges, human rights defenders’
support, migration issues, and
social inclusion. “
As a country
with a population
of over 50% youth,
Nepal’s  prosperity |
and  development
are dependent on
their participation,
empowerment, and
connection in Ne-
pal’s various stages.
“Engage, Empower, |
and Connect,” EU
Commissioner Jut-
taUrpilainen tweet-
ed. Consider the of-
ficial launch of the
Youth Action Plan
in Nepal in the pres-
ence of the @EUin- |
Nepal Youth Sound-
ing Board! They are

r i

implementing the engage pillar
by advising our delegation on
how to make actions more rel-
evant to youth.

Nepal has benefited
greatly from EU assistance to
improve educational quality
over the last 20 years, and the
EU’s new commitment encour-
ages Nepal’s policymakers.
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“EU gives its full sup-
port to Nepal’s new School Ed-
ucation Sector plan. In a diverse
country like [1[1, local leader-
ship is key in ensuring

#Quality Education
for all. #TeamEurope provides
€50M in resources and shares
its expertise through our Quali-
ty Support for All initiative. Ne-
pal and EU fight food insecurity
together,” she tweeted. “Nepal
has made impressive education
strides: between 1998 and 2018,
the literacy rate among peo-
ple over 15 went 21% =68%!
“Twitter

“EU has supported edu-
cation for 20 years, and In Ed-
ucation, work continues backed
by TeamEurope.” My key take-
away from the visit to this beau-
tiful country of yours is simple:
The European Union and Nepal
will continue to grow stronger
and flourish together.”




She went from school
to Maternity Paropakar Hospi-
tal, where Nepal established a
Human Milk Bank with EU as-
sistance. “Human Milk Bank in
Paropakar Maternity and Wom-
en’s Hospital is the result of life-
saving #TeamEurope-Nepal- @
unicefnepal cooperation. It has
saved the lives of hundreds of
premature babies. I heard some
heartbreaking stories, but things
improved here.”

She also paid a courte-
sy call on Prime Minister Push-
pa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’
and Foreign Minister Dr. Bi-
malaRaiPaudyal, in addition
to meeting with youth, school
children, youth, and others.

“The PM received the
EU Commissioner for Interna-
tional Partnerships, JuttaUr-
pilainen, at Singha Durbar
today, according to the PMO
Nepal. During the meeting,
various issues concerning de-
velopment cooperation and mu-
tual interests were discussed,”

G

pal

Nepal has made a con-
scious effort to improve its food
security. However, significant
fragilities and inequalities re-
main. These are made worse by
disruptions in the global supply
chains. Cooperation supports
Nepal’s 15th  Development

tweeted PMO Nepal. PMO Ne-
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Plan, LDC graduation process
and #SDGs.

With Prime Minister @
PM nepal, we discussed invest-
ments, development and stabil-
ity. #GlobalGateway is a holis-
tic offer enabling upscaling of
skills, regulatory frameworks
and standards.

“Congrats Minister @
bimalarpFor  your appoint-
ment, pleasure to exchange
on the broad cooperation with
TeamEurope! Recently a mem-
ber of (@UNPeacebuilding
Commission, Nepal will soon
chair the LDC Group. I look
forward to enhancing coopera-
tion in multilateral fora!” tweet-
ed the commissioner.

A one-day visit to Ne-
pal by JuttaUrpilainen, EU
Commissioner for International
Partnerships, has done remarka-
ble things to strengthen ties be-
tween Nepal and the EU.

NEW SPOTLIGHT | Feb. 24. 2023 | 35



FIAd GV BIAT AT |

> I HE»HIdHI e d® HR[IE § e |

> SELSTEAT AT 8T, qr T T F Tol HH TR
>Wﬁ$amﬂwﬁmmif‘mwﬁl
> BB RE T AT TFH TN W |
>nﬁwwwwﬁﬁ@a¢rmﬁl

> 4|<or>|-1~1| T I=gFA TdelT -14|<| |

TETAATS ACTHEIHT HATAl, ¥ ANTNGEH IR=T T3t |

AT TR

(@ N €
1A 41 AlS

NEW SPOTLIGHT | Feb. 24. 2023 | 36



duwea"jaa)S|eWiY MMM | RbEB2ER :Rbikh | (£pll) ofhBEER "ofEhi2R kit | JSlkold ‘tEb kklh ‘Tehieid Bbdb ‘kbhk Riike | ‘1) (1) RIPR Snd PRRIIE 1011 ._

Bwswmﬁmhww.ﬁw _EE@DE _ %EE@E%E@EEE@ a6 _EE%% _Eﬂwbw_wwsm %00b

aoosiALoNd

=gy




3a RBran

20U SMSIBRIBI A3 NIMB &) SIfSID®) ARATAT JFUD IefEl |

* olUIel SoalscAUG AIM A Tl
AYfgan! TeET Wi 2119 9@

NEPAL INVESTMENT MECA BANK LIMITED

www.nimb.com.np | Durbar Marg, Kathmandu | Phone: 01-4242530, 01-4228229 | info@nimb.com.np




